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ADVERTISEMENT. 

/AM obliged io fortune for the papers 
I now offer to the public. I little ima- 
gined^ when I bought an old bureau^ that 
I was pur chafing a work of fancy j for 
Juch ImuJifufpeSl this little work to be^ 
though it contains many incidents that bear 
fo^much the appearance of reality^ that 
they might claim fome Jhare of our beliefs 
I have not been able^ by any enquiry^ to 
find out the author^ or the iMdy to whom 
it was addreffed', but I hope I fhall not 
give offence to either, of them by the publi- 
cation*^ for iftheftory isfiSlitious^ in all 
probability it muft have been defigned for 
the prefsj as it is unlikely any one fhould 
put their invention on fo laborious a tajk^ 
merely for their own amufement \ and if 
iheftory is real^ it is pity adventures fo 
new and entertaining fhould be, buried in 
oblivion \ efpecially when they ^ and the 
reflellions fcattered throughout the book, 
are as well calculated for infiru£lion as 
amufement. 

The Author of David SrinpiE. 
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YOUR Lady (hip hadlittle cottioaf- 
fion either on yourfelf or me, when 
you defired me to write you an exaft ac- 
count of every circumftance of my life, 
and even of my thoughts, or you did not 
confider the long detail into which this, 
lead me ; a detaiftedious for you to read, 
and difficult for me to write. You ex- 
prefly defire to know the impreflions I 
received from the firft view of euftoms 
fo unlike what I had ever feen, at a time 
when they are become fo familiar to me 
that 1 almoft forget many of them were 
ever otherwife. But your commands 
can meet with nothing but* an implicit 
obedience from me-, and when I men- 
tion the difficulties which may occur in 
the execution, it is not with a defijgiiof 
difputing them, .but to excufe my il| 
perfof niance of the taflc. 

You fay I muft firft account for the 
ignorance in which I was educated. This 
i3 obliging me to trouble yourLad^lhip 
with more adventures than my own; and 
is fearcely in order, fince k makes me 
begin with the relation of cireumftances 
with which I was not acquainted till a 
confiderable time after the hiftory of my^^ 
fdfwaund.. OPHELIA; 
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MY father, whofe name was Le- 
nox, was the fon of a "Scotch 
Nobleman; his future fortune de- 
pended on his rife, in the army,, 
wherein he was only a Captain, when, 
he married his Colonel's daughter : the 
Colonel was then in the laftftage of a con- 
fumption, of which he expired inlefs than 
two months after his daughter's marriage; 
befides'her, he left another daughter, and 
they equally fliared fourthoufand pounds, 
which was his whole fortune. My father 
died in the third year of his marriage, 
leaving his wife with child of me : her 
Vo-L. I. B grief 
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gdef at the lols of lier.liufbaiid was fau 
great, her friends feared it woliM prove 
fatal both to her and myfclf ; but a little 
before the ufual time^ 1 entered the world 
alive, cx)ntri|ry tO: their expeditions^ but 
my motker expiued before the end ©f her 
month. 

My father's family were too far off Lon- 
don, the place of my birth, to think of fo ' 
poor an orphan as myfelf ; for my mother's 
fortune was confiderably impaired, and of 
her fide I had no near relation but my 
aunt, to whofe c^e \ naturally fell, and 
her humanity readily undertook the office, 
^ My aunt was about twenty- two years old ; 
^ad was juft then delcrted by an officer with 
whom every preliminary of marriage was 
agreed, when her father's death put a ftop- 
to it, tho' he had'a better fortune than is 
comnaon ta gentlemen of his profeffion ; 
it then appealed that her \2harmB had lets 
iDfltaenccd her Ibven than the hopes of ob- 
taining preferment by her father's ihtereft, 
for in a feigned obedience, to a pretended- 
command from an uncle, he broke ofFthe * 
match. 

As my aunt had c©nfented to marry in 
compliance to her father's inclination mare 
tfean with her own, her indifference afford- 
ed her ftafficient confblation"; her lover's- 
* ^ behaviour 
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behaviour filled her with contempt, and 
independance gavje her pleafure ; but this 
was not long uninterrupted; fhehad beauty 
to excite iOve, and tho* her underftanding 
was uncommonly good, it could not raider 
her infcnfible to the charms of a young 
nobleman, who became, enamoured of her- 
A woman*s heart is never in fo perilous a 
Dtu^tion, as when vanity joins with a 
lover's perfiiafions in attacking it. My aunt 
sit I aft grew fo great a flave to her paffion^ 
that fhe confented to a private marriage^ 
which her lover earneftly entreated as the 
only naeans of reconciling his impatient 
fondnjefs with the fear of his father's 
anger. 

Soon after their marriage, her hufband^ 
"who was in the army, was ftationed with 
his regiment in one of the American iflands ; 
this gave my aunt rather pleafure than 
concern y while (he had his company, Ihe 
could not regret what fhe left behind ; and 
as he promifed to own her as his wife \vhen 
he had got fo far otJt of the obfcrvation of 
his father, her only uneafinefe was removed ; 
for notwithftanding fhe flattered herfelfthat 
when her marriage fhould be made public 
fhe fhould recover her blafted reputation, 
yet, tho* blinded with love to the ut^moft 
trxcefs of infatuation, fKe was mortified at 
B 2 the 
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the wounds which prefcnt fccrccy made in 
her charaftcr. I was the partner of her 
voyage, and we arrived fafe at ourdeftined 
port. 

. In this place weli yed till I was two years 
old ; my aunt happy that the folc endea- 
vour of her life, which was to pleafe her 
huiband, fucceedcd fo well ; for tho* his 
pafllon was viObly abated, yetftill he was 
cafy, good humoured, and aflFcftionate ; 
but one fatal day deprived her of this fe- 
licity. Afterreceivingapacket from Eng- 
land, fhe perceived him thoughtful and un- 
cafy; fcaringfomemisfortune had befallen 
him, fheprefled to know theoccafion, but 
the more e.arneftly fhe urged it, the more 
gloomy he appeared. Two or three days 
paffed in this manner, which were moft af- 
flifting toher, whoonly lived in his fmiles. 
The fecrecy he obferved made her appre- 
hend that the news particularly concerned 
herfelf, and judging of his heart by her 
own, imagined his great pain was how to 
impart it to her, and to fupport her undef 
itj fenfible that while he was weli nothing 
could make herwretched, herdefire of re- 
lieving his uneafinefs was greater than her 
fear of any impending evil which her ima- 
gination could reprefent ; and findingfome 
mvention wasneceflary, to come at the 

knowledge 
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knowledge of what he would not difcover, 
ihe contrived to get at the letters he had 
laft received from England, happy in the 
thoughts of putting an end to his con- 
cern, by Ihcwing him how well fhe could 
fupport any misfortune while bleflcd with 
his tender regard. . 

In this temper of mind fhe opened the 
only letter he had not communicated to 
her; already prepared to acquaint him with 
jhe efFeds of a curiofity, which if ever it 
can be laudable, was fo in.this cafe ; and 
to fliew her afFedion by her courage and 
cotDpofure :' but what was her furprize 
when Ihe read the following words. 

** Do not imagine I am going to re- 
*' proach the, man whofe perfidioufnefs I 
** muft ever defpife ; that office I leave to 
** your own conference, which mu£t long, 
*« without my awakening it, have perform- 
** . ed this duty, tho' its admonitions have 
" had no efFeft on him who can break 
** through all ties, divine and human. I 
*« am above complaining of injuries I can 
«< avenge, and only write to inform you 
*' that* I will acquaint your father with our 
** marriage j and your fubfequent behaviour, 
*^ unlefs you immediately on the receipt of 
<« this, declare it to him, and do me the 
' . . B 3 " juftice 
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** jullicc for which I patiently waited, till 
** your neglcft of me, and attachment ta 
*' tlie ftrumpet who now fhares your bcd^ 
*' changed all my love into rage and re- 
•* fentment. Think not to intimidate me^ 
•' with the efFefts of your father's anger ;, 
•* his pride cannot inflift any thing fo cruel 
" as your faithlefs ingratitude has m^de 
*' me fuffcr. My charader will be cleared, 
'^ and my injuries revenged, which are thq 
** wifhes ncarcft the heart of your much 
" injured wife. 

Your Ladyfhip will cafily believe thai 
no diftrefs could exceed what my aunt feic 
at the perufal of this fatal letter. It was 
long before her grief and aftonifhment. 
would fuffer.hcr to go through the whole ; 
frequently was Ihc obliged to leive off, and 
give vent to paflioas which for fome time 
rendered her unable to proceed, whcncvcry 
line feemed armed with frcfli daggers to 
pierce her foiiL My uncle did not come 
home the whole day, and Ihe employed 
the time of his abfcnce, after the firft 
burft of her grief was abated,- in obtaining 
a command over herfcif, and a compofure 
of behaviour which might conceal her 
knowledge of his treachery till fhc could 
get iato her hands the anfwer to. this let- 
ter^ 
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tcr,'from whence fli^ vfbxM itlDre^rtainly 

Judge ini xte truth of the affair. She 

^ra& not loftg obliged to f^Utdiis cruel force 

^s^n herfelf^ ^a (hip was to f^ii for Engkind 

iai ;two' days* and^be <iifi>atohes defigned 

«o go by it. hereto be fent the day bdare* 

My aufro'had)aidber^lain, aftd itfucceed- 

«d ^ but the Jgratificati<Mi of Iter curiofuy 

was m be always ^iihfol to her. With fat 

idiffcrdtt Sentiments fi-om thofc with which 

&e opefled the ffertft^r letter, ftie now 

broke t^e^fe^i df het hulband^s, thotsgh 

yet a fny.JOf^ hope (hmie upon her afflifted 

mi»d^ and told her 4:hat p^i&bly he might 

not be fo guilty aB the other had painted 

him 'y bttt thi^ {rnall'and flattering confola- 

uojCk ^xm foofi eictinguifhed ty reading the 

/BOMGtksi which were as foljows. 

** 'Can fo much' cruelty asrf beauty 
*• dwell toge^ther ? and can the una- 
^* voidable confequence^ of an affliftirig 
*^ abfencc extinguifh the remains of love 
" in that once fond bread ? my own ruia 
" I would fmile at, .if it gave you plea- 
*' fure, did not your's depend upon it : 
« will you blaft all my endeavours towards 
« railing you to a fplendid fortune, by an . 
** untimely difcovery ? I fliall foon leave 
^ this, place J, ftay then my angel but till 
B 4 «*my 
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" my return to England, and I will" ac. 
*' kno>yledge you as the choice of nay bcarc, 
** and my intreaties, united with.theforce 
*' of your charms, fhall make a haughiy 
•* father confefs you were ipade. to adorn 
" the rank which avarice might wHh <co 
" refi^fe you.. . That my fincerity in one 
*' great point may prove the confidence 
*' you may venture to have in my word^ 
", I frankly confefs \ have a woman hcre^ 
" but (he is only the amufpment of mjr 
" idle moments, while all my ferious 
" hours are fpent in lamentipg your a1> 
" fence, and ftudying your advancement 
*' I cannot defend the ineonftancy of my 
*' aftions, but my heart has never war 
«* vered j let youth, and thi? forced Jepa#- 
** ration from you, plead in my favo^r^ 
** and incline you to rorgive the man who^ 
*' henceforward will live only for you, and 
*' be ever your moft tenderly affedtionate 
" hulband. ' 
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CHAP. 11. ' 

MY aunt, now convinced of her mif- 
fortune, and fpurred cm by refent- 
ment, carried the two letters. to theGor 
vernor, and threw hcrfcif into his protec* 
tion. As foon as her hufband became ac- 
quainted with ail that had paft^ he endea- 
voured to penuade her that his letter was 
framed to pacify a defperate woman, for 
whom he never had but a childifli fond- 
Xicfs, which ended with all his other boyifh 
fancies ; but that to gain his prefent pur- 
pofe, he was reduced to profefs to her the 
ientiments he only retained for my aunt; 
he afiured her, that at his return to England 
•he would have their marriage ratified, and 
prove the other woman's claim was not 
.legal •, of the falfhood of this, his letter 
•was a ilifficient teftimony. My aunt, 
.though Ihe had at firft fuffered the impur 
tation, could not bear the reality of vice ; 
file abfofurely refufed to return to a houfe 
where virtue would no longer permit her 
to inhabit : fhe demanded her fortune and 
mine, which had been put into his hands ; 
but only five hundred pounds remained 
unfpent •, that, by the Governor's authority 
and influence, he was obliged to pay her. 
B5 With 



10 OPHELIA. 

With this little fum my aunt deter- 
mined to fly all humart kind •, deprived of 
the objeft of her afFeftions, her peace, 
arid reputation^ what charms could the 
world have for her? She would relinquiih 
all at once j and left the country, with no 
companion but myfclf, in fearch of a re- 
treat far from the fight of human kind*. 
We landed in the weft -, my aunt's roman- 
tic defpair led her into tValeSj where flic 
found a fmall cottage fituated on the fide 
of a hill, commanding a beautiful, though 
3 wild and mountainous profpe6l ; at the 
foot of the hill was a delightful valley, to 
whicn, from our cottage, we were led by a 
fine grove of ^trees ; on the fide of the 
grove ran a clear brook, with feveral fmall 
cafcades intermixed, dcfccnding into, the 
valley, where it flowed in beautiful mean- 
ders, till it loft itfelf in a little wood. 
This place was too well fuited to a love- 
fick defpair not to excite my aunt's envy^ 
.She went to it, and found it inhabited by 
an old man, and two young women, his 
daughters -, (he, offered him whatever price 
he would require, if he could be tempted to 
fell it. His daughters preferring the hu- 
man fpecies to the vegetable creation, had, 
for above a year, been endeavouring to 
prevail on the old man to leave a cottage, 
whjch^ 



OPHELIA. 11 

^hich "was fituatcd above twenty tnrles dis- 
tant from any other houfe ; their fuccels 
coiltinued doubtful, when my auat's offer 
added weight to tJieir pcrfuafioh*. That 
one found csf a .fttle more than tlw value^. 
^ill tempt an old man to feVl every re- 
maining bldBng,. Avarice in the \rfc of 
4tfe abforbs .all other paffions ; it is no^ 
Twondcr, therefore, if fp ftrong a motive^ 
-tinitcd with the earn^ emicavours of die 
two girls, procured my aunt the fuccefe 
Ibe wiflied. The greateft part of our little 
pittance was laid out in the purchafc of 
this cottage, a garden belonging to it, the 
adjacent grove, all the pafture land, witk 
the goats it fed, and fomc poultry. My 
^runt, bcfidcs necefiarics for hcrfelf andme> 
-carried, fevcral books, materials for wri- 
thig, and for various kinds of work. The 
impatience of the old man'^ daughte^^. 
-conquered the tcdioufoefs of age,' and my 
^unt got into full pofleflTion w her littk 
^rch^, widhout more delay than was ne- 
<eflVy for her to learn to milk her goats^ 
*nd the other parts of rural bufinefs fo 
new to her. When the former inhabitants 
left the place, and my aunt faw nothing 
about her but the animals to whom fhe was 
to :give her care and attendance, and from 
-whom file was to receive the graceful return 

of 



i2 OPHELIA. 

of fupport and fuftenance^ except mys^ 
felf, then as ignorant of evil, and almoll 
as dumb as they, fhe began to enjoy 
greater compofurc; of fpirits j defpair was 
foftened into melancholy, and air, ex^- 
ercife, and all-healing time, by de- 
grees alleviated her forrows, and at 
length raifed her to content and tranquil- 
lity. My aunt's firft amufemcnt was the 
adorning her cottage ; it was her laft, like*- 
wife, for fhe was continually ornamenting 
it during the whole time (he flayed there ; 
taking pleafure in beautifying it, though no 
one was likely to behold citiier her or her 
habitation. The care of my educatioa 
foon fhared her 'leifure, and in time be*- 
came her principal employment.. ;Butde- 
firous not to IcfTen my innocence and lini'- 
plicity while fhe difpelled my ignorance^ 
fhe gave me no account of the manners 
and cuftoms of a people with whom fhe 
lioped I fhould never have any intercourfe. 
The books (he had brought into Waies were 
chiefly books of divinity, and fuch hifto- 
ries as ferved to enlarge and inftrud the 
mind of the reader, without . informing 
him of the exiftence of vices, which apure 
imagination, untaught by obfervation and 
experience, cannot reprefent to itfelf. My 
aunt fo artfully diverfified piy cnaploy- 

ments. 
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mcnts, that fond as I was of reading, I had 
not pcrufed all her little library when I left 
this folitude, where I could for ever, have 
contentedly remained. My aunt's tender 
affedion, and reafonable indulgence, filled 
my heart and fatisfied my defiresi We 
made ow nights very (hort, and yet our 
days were never too. long.- The vernal 
beauties of the finer feafons charmed our 
eyes, the tuneful choir of birds enchanted 
our ears, and both united to raife our con- 
ten)plations to their creator 5 we were grate- 
ful for general bleffings, not lefs efleemed 
by us for being common to all mankind •, 
we wanted no partial favours; we faw 
much ro admire, much to rejoice in, and 
nothing to envy. 



CHAP. IIL 

IN this happy tranquillity I lived with 
my aunt, till one evening that we 
were juft returned from walking by our 
little brook, and admiring the refleftion of 
the moon, then at the full, and which 
fhining on.the water, a nev^lieaven in its 
fair bofom fliew'd. Before we entered the 
houfe we were greatly aftonifhed to hear a 
human .voice ^ a found fo ftrange to us. 
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that we could not fufEciently recover otnr 
furprize to return an anfwcr to the call ^. 
nor was our wonder abated ac feeing our- 
felves accofted by a young gentleman 
whofe cloaths outJhonc the gentle luftre 
of the moon, at leaft to eyes fo unaccut- 
tomed as mine to any but the plained drefs. 
At firft furprize had fixed me to the 
ground, but as I began to recover from the 
ludden imprcffion, the firft effedl of mj 
abated fear was to fly from this ftpange 
phs^ntom, for fuch it appeared to me. I 
was direfting my trembling fteps to the 
houfe, when the ftranger, with accents of 
the greateft earneftnefs and diftrefs^ cried 
out, Itay ! beauteous angel, ftay ! Whether 
the harmony of his voice, or the fweetnefe 
of the flattering appellation was moft pow- - 
erful I know not, but my feet flackened 
their pace^ and looking round, I faw him 
bending towards me in the moll fuppliant 
pofture, with geftures which I thought 
almoft profane to acidrefs to a mortal be- 
ing. Yet was the-humility not difpleafing. 
The moon Ihone full upon him^ and was 
bright enough to (hew me a face, which, 
notwithftanding female vanity, the only • 
innate principle for which I contend, 
feemed to me far more. beautiful than my 
own i a tranfcendancy that before i could 

not 
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not conceive, having had no opportunity 
of coroparipg myfelf with any thing but 
my aunt's faded charms, worn with age, 
and blafted by misfortunes. Nor was my 
admiration confined to the ftranger's coun- 
tenance; in his pcrfen appeared that ele- 
gant proportion, that delicacy, blended 
with dignity, of which the mind can judge 
without ru^e or comparifon. It is not 
furprizing that, as I had never feen any of 
my own fpccics but my aunt, and a few 
times an old man who had been at our 
houfc on occafions neceffary to our rural 
life, I fhould beftruck with beauty which 
1 havje not feen equalled finec 1 lived in the 
midft of mankind, and which had no bad 
foil in the harfli grotelque features of a 
Swifs attendant, who at that time accom- 
panied him. My aunt, with a politenefs 
ill agreeing with our rural appearance, ad- 
dreflcd the ftranger, who informed us, that 
*• having made a vifit to an acquaintance 
" on the borders of Wales, the face of thte 
*' country had fo charmed him, by it3 
" wild and natural beauties, that he had 
" been tetppted to fpend a little time in 
" viewing more of it •, accordingly he left 
" his friend's houfe two days before, and 
" travelled where his fancy led him, with- 
•' out having,been under any difficulty for 

" neceflTary 
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" neccflary accommodations till then:^ 
" Fine woods and winding rivers had at- 
" traced him to fome diftance from the 
** road, and he had purfued the Way 
" thofe beauties led him, withput having 
." feen even an inhabited hut fince morn- 
*f ingi but had not till then given up the 
*' expedationi when finding that in an 
" extenfive profpeft his eye could difcover 
^\ no houfe but ours, he was induced to 
*' apply to our hofpitality for a little re- 
" frefliment, not imagining that by doing 
*' fo he fhould behold charms that not 
" only furpafled all the rural beauticswhich 
" had captivated his fancy, but the moft 
" admirable part of the creation i fuch m 
*' muft for ever make him forget that 
, " Wales, or even the world, contained any 
" other treafure." 

Flattery was fo new to ipe, that I did not 
underftand myfelf to be the treafure he 
meant, though his eyes, which fpoke na- 
ture's language, an iiniverfal dialed wherc^ 
in even the favage can want no inftruftion, 
told his admiration in terms more intelligi- 
ble to fimple nature's fcholar ; but my 
aunt's care informed xne of the full ex- 
tent of his exprefllons •, no uncomipon ef- 
fe6t of prudery, which often difcovers n?ore 
than the moft confummateaflurance. With 
. ^ a look 
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a look of indignation i '< fye. Sir, faid (he^ 
y can. you cxpcd hofpitality from us^ 
*V when you, with more than favagexru- 
:** city,- endeavour to pervert with perni- 
*^ cious fliattcry, a mind hitherto educated 
5* in purity and truth?**. . 

This rebuke, and the ftranger's de- 
fence of Jiimfclf, which gready increafed 
the crime laid to his charge, for it was 
<aily beggingipardon for thefuddcn efFedt 
jnade.on his fenfes by the moft ftriking 
beauty he had ever beheld, left me no longer 
in doubt for the application of his com- 
pliment : but I could not find in myfelf any 
iparks '. of my aunt's refentmem \ her'a, 
liowever, was padfied by the gentleman's 
affurances of. rcftisaihing his fentimcnts 
.within the bounds of filence; and after 
many intreaties, in which I at laft joined, 
(furprized to find naorofenefs and want of 
benevolence : in a temper which 1 before 
thought all gcndenefs, love, and com*- 
paflion) ihe was prevailed upon to admit 
the ftranger into our cottage. 

If he was fo fufceptible of wonder, 
or furprized at the fight of a pretty 
woman, it is not extraordinary that he 
Ihould be very fincercly artonifhed at en- 
tering a little hovel, and finding in it neat 
Jpooms,: furnifhed with xhQ greateft ele^ 
- : gance> 
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ganoe^ and fo niuc*h in charaSbcr ihattYcn 
the cmb^oidcry. of the chairs^ curtain^, 
bed, &C. was in a rural tafte -, aiid'everjr 
part of the houfc cfHamcDtei withthing^ 
for which we had been iudeboed pwdy t6 
nature, and fo peculiarly diipofcd. as toex*- 
eel all the. efforts of art v nor had the but- 
fide of the houfe, the garden, and. tht 
reft of our little territory beca^i ncgloftcct. 
The flranger^ to wfaoni* I think, I nuaft^ col. 
^vbidcircumlocution, already give his title, 
and call him Lord Dorchefter^ though L 
knew it not at that time, was anmzcd bcv 
yond defcription, on emering the houfe^ 
,He began by an exclamation which made 
my aunt fmiie, aold I found fli^ rfidviiiofc 
think comphments fo dangerous. when, ap^- 
•plied to hei"felf, ats when her darling niece 
was the iiibjeft of them. . But 1 muft do 
her the juftice to own, that the more piaces^ 
I have feen which the art of man has been 
-exhaufted to adorn, the more I am con?- 
.vinccd that on this fubjecft ao exprcflions. 
could exceed what her ingenuity juftly-dcr 
Jferved^ Sallads, milk^ and eggs,, were- 
all our houfc afforded ; thefe we fct before 
•our gucft with a clcanlincfsandifiiinplicity, 
the novelty of which delighted him ;.and 
with truth he declared that the white- 
oefe of our wooden bowls and platters,. 

fcarccly 
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fearcely cxeelled by the linen they 'were 
upon, were in his ©pinion far preferable to 
filver or china. The fame compliment 
he made to the frefbnefs and fweetnefs of 
our fare, of which, though he might well: 
be fuppofed hungry, we could not for a 
long time get him to tafte, his attention 
was fo entirely engro0ed by all the wonders 
(a$ he expreffed it) around him. He afked 
us fome queftions concerning our way of 
life ; I was fo ftruck with the novelty of the 
adventure, and fo abaflied with the pre-- 
fence of a firanger, and his continual gazr 
ing at n\e, that I was quite dumb ; but 
my aunt freely anfwered him ; and as our 
adlions were too innocent to require con- 
cealment, he received full fatisfaftion. He 
made my aunt fome compliments on her 
good fenfc and reafon ; declared the ad- 
miration her Y^ay of life had excited in 
him 5 and added with a fmile, that if (he 
would excufe him, he muft juft obferve 
that (he had abated his aftoni(hment at. 
finding fuch a heavenly form in that 
place, (irrce he no^ under flood her neice 
to be no more than one might expcd j for, 
from angelic food, an angelic life, an* 
gclic innocence, and the- wile and virtuous 
inftruftions of a parent of more than hu- 
man underftanding and conduit, how 

could 
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could lefs excellence be expefted. He 
found that the uniting my aiinrt in his com- 
pliment would not excufe it ; (he* knit her 
brow, and awed him with filence on that 
fubjeift ; but his eyes became fo much 
more eloquent for the reftraint laid on 
his tongue, that my confufion was inex- 
preffible. 

His curipfity was fo happily tempered- 
with politenefs, that though he at laft en- 
quired, how a perfon, whofe qualifica- 
tions fhewed her to have been bred where 
every improvcraeiit of tafte and undcr- 
ftahding was to be acquired, firft came 
fixed in fuch a.folitude, fo little impertir 
nence appeared in the requeft, that my 
aunt, though (he concealed the circum- 
ftahces, gave him fuch a general account 
as ferved at lcaft:to quiet his curioffty. The 
greateft part of the nighj was fpent in 
converfation 5 but at length my aunt, in 
compaflion for. the fatigue her gueft had 
undergone, oftcred him our bed^ the only 
one our cottage contained ; but he infifted 
on our keeping it, and afluring us he could 
fufEcicntly repofe himfelf on a couch that 
flood in the room where we then were, 
we left him to his reft. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

AFT E R a fhort, fleep, rifing to our 
morning's employ ments> we found 
Lord Dorchcfter up before us, and em- 
ployed in examining our library. 

My Aunt expreffed her concern iat not 
having had fufficient conveniencies to af- 
ford his Lordfliip the neceflary refrefh- 
ment the night required j he aflured her, 
*^ that was not the reafon of her finding 
" him waking, but that his fpirits were 
" fo agitated with furprize and pleafure, 
^^ arifing from fo extraordinary an advcn- 
*' ture, as he efteemed the finding two 
" perfons whom his imagination conti- 
" nually reprefented as the divinities pre- 
*^ fidingover that charming country, that 
" he had not been able to compofe himfelf 
" to reft :" adding that, ." at the dawn 
'' of day, he arofe to admire new won- 
** ders, which he muft call fo valuable a 
** colleftion of books, whofe merit jnade 
•* up for the fmallnefs of their number,' 
•* but more • ftilL the extradls* from, and 
*' the obfervations upon them, which he 
** imagined were done by me, from fome 
'^ little correflions in another fine hand 
** which fccmed to have been the model 

of 
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'*' of that wherein thofe tranfcripts and 
*' obfervations were written." The con* 
fufion this gave me feverely punifhecL my 
negligencein not having removed my rat- 
ferable performances into another room^ 
He foon made us underftand by fome po- 
lite compliments, that he had examined 
ijlto all the papers, among which were 
many fliort ejQTays on fubjeds my aunt 
had givea me as exercifes for my under- 
Handing, and feveral things of that fort 
which had fervcd as a profitable employ- 
ment, or as an amufemcnt for our leifure^ 
"hours. 

His Lordfliip defired we would permit 
him to accompany us in the bufinefs which 
called for our attendance at that time* 
He went with us to our goats, our pouK 
try, aiid through all our domeftick cares. 
We then fhewed him our garden, grove, 
&c« The elegance and order with which 
they were difpofed, charmed him as much- 
as the ingenuity that adorned them. The 
feats, the bowers, the ruftick ornaments* 
on the outfide of the houfe, excited his^ 
admiration. At our return, he begged- 
leave to ftay with us till the next day, 
that he might have time ^* to. come a 
*^ little to his fenfcs, for that he could- 

** fcarcely^ 
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** fcarocly believe all he had fcen was 
*' any thing but enchantment." 

Myi aunt had prcferved (o much of her 
refentmcnt againft the fcx, and was fa' 
greatly alarmed at every hour I fpcntf 
with one (o amiable, that he could ob- 
tain nol other permiflion than what he 
might gather from her filence. He put 
his. own conftrudion upon it, and then 
afted accorcfingly. My balhfulnefs wear- 
ing off bjr degrees, during the courfe of 
that .day, I got courage to* join in the' 
converfation, and muft cpnfefs I never* 
thought the gift of fpcech, peculiarly be* 
fiowed on man, fo^ great a bleffin^- My 
aunt, iK>twidiftandiflg all her prejudices^ 
1 could fee wJis pleafcdlwith oiir gueft;' 
his juftnefs df thought, his degance of 
expreflion, and the Kveliuefs of his ima- 
gination, aflSbrded us the higheft enter* 
tainmcm?. 1 have fince been told, that 
my aunt would not fuffer him to ftay, 
but on condition that he fliould fay no- 
thing which might tend to ieflfen my ig- 
norant (implicity, ' having taken an oppor- 
tunity upon my Jeaving the. room of ac- 
quainting him with her reafons for bring- 
ing mc up in a happy ignorance of 
evil, which ftie hoped would never be 
difpelled. He then reprefcnted to her 

the 
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the impoffibility of my " continuing my 
*^ whole life in that folitude* unlefs, con- 
" triry to the courfe of nature, lihould 
*' die before her; urged the cruelty of 
" fecluding me from the pleafurcs.I might 
** enjoy, and from the univerfal adora- 
" tion to which my perfon,'' he was 
pleafcd to. fay, " intitled me, and to 
*f ftrengthen his arguments, oSened my 
^f aunt any affiftance . of fortune, if 
^ want of it had been her inducement 
^ for flying from mankind." She replied, 
** that was a generofity for which fuch. 
*' fimplicity as mine might thank him, 
" .but a perfpn as well acquainted with the; 
" world as herfelf, would doubt what 
*.' gratitude it deferved, but muft refufe 
'* it without hefitation/! .Of this con* 
verfation I could not then have the leafl: 
fufpicion, and fo well did he obey the 
inftruiSions he had.receiYed, that Iigot 
no jcnowledge, though much amufecaent, 
by his ftay with us.. At night, he again 
took up with his couch ; and if the. de- 
jeftion which appeared in his countenance 
tlie next day might be believed, he had 
not enjoyed more reft on it than the 
aight before i but finding it improper to 
intrude himi'elf any longer "upon ,us, 
^out noon he took his .leave, which he 

often 
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6ftdn attempted before he could execute ; 
and at laft he couM not do it without the 
greateft Appearance of force on his incli- 
nations. At partings he laid afid^ his ftar 
of my aunt's anger, and took fo tender 
a farewei of me, mixing fuch very high 
flattery with his afFedionate expreflions, 
as then rendered me incapabjc of return- 
ing any anfwer, and now prevfents my- 
repeating them^. While he regrettfcd be*^ 
ing obliged to bid nie eternally adieu, ia 
few tears ftole down hi§ face, and melted 
me fo much that I was almoft ready m 
accomjKiny them with fome of mine. He 
looked "back till diftance deprfved us of 
each other's fight. I grew ppnfive ; and I 
remember my aunt feemed difturbed at it. 
She endeavoured to atnufe my thou^hls^ 
but they were entirely engi'ofled by the 
ftranger: whatever fubjeft Aie be^n^ 
the converfation was immediately turned 
CO him.. I own my former amufemems 
became lefs pleafmg to me; :I found lefs 
attention to what I read, lefs joy in the 
vernal beauties which, before delighted nnfe;^ 
and innocently told my aunt the change 
I felt ; who with a mdancholy> thowgh a 
gentle forgiving air, faid, ** (he perceived 
** her company was not fo fufficicnt to 
<* my happincfs as mine was to hcr's." 
Vol. I C This^ 
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Tbis kind reproach had the defigjned rf- 
feft; it firft rendered mefilent on the fub- 
jeft, and making me think niyfcif ungrate- 
ful ia\qot returwing an equal afFeftion, I 
took my heart fo fevcreiy to taik, that I 
conquered, or thought I had conquered, 
this fodden attachment, zvnd was reftored 
to my tranqxiillity, enjoying all the charms 
of our foiitude, in iefe than two months 
after Ijovd Dorchc(01er*s departure. This 
Ti(9M>ry was ufelcfs^ for my deftiny had 
decreed chat I fhould not abide there 
much iongen 
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ON the evening of a very hot day, I 
accompapied my aunt to a feat wc 
had placed under the fpreading fhadc of a 
venerable oak. The freftinefs of the air 
jnade us unwitting to leave it, and with no 
other light tbaB what the twrnkling ftars 
afibrded us, we fat finging of hymns, in- 
Ipircd by true gratitude for the bleffings we 
enjoyed, when fuddenly we were furprized 
with the found of the trampling of hprfes ; 
my aunt immediately fhrieked but, caught 
my hand, and we were running with our 

utmoft 
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^dfioft Ipeed to our cottage^ when I felt 
ibme one feize me, but it was too dark to 
dUlinguMi the Face of the perfon. My 
poor aont kept faft hold on me ; begged^ 
entreated, and ufed every argument to 
prevail on him to let me goj we both 
kneeled to him, flie bcfeeching his com- 
pafiion, i joining in the fuppliant pofturc ; 
but more frighted with the terror in which 
I few her, than with any danger I could 
apprehend, I had not power to Ipeak ; and 
was greatly furprized to hear her addreft 
him. as our late gueft, reproaching him 
with cruelty, ingratitude^, and the greateft 
bneach of hoipitality, in thus returning the 
rweption we had given him. I could not 
imagine how flie could fufpc<9: him of an 
aftion that defer v»ed fuch imputations ; 1 
thought it impoffible he ftiouki be guilty of 
any bad things or that he who feemed to 
jiav-c conceived a greater afFe<9:ion for me 
than I could account for in fo fhort a time> 
ihould wifli to do me fo hreparable an in- 
jury as feparating me from my beloved and 
tender aunt, which I now found was the 
intention of the perfon who held me* She 
has fince faid that (he ^perceived Lord Dor- 
chefter*spaflion forme to be fo violent, that 
from the time of his departure fhe had 
been apprehenfive of fome ill effcfts from 
C 2 it. 
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it, and had never got a dread off her fpV 
rits ; this made her immediately attribute 
the pcefcnt attempt to him. But how 
could I5 ignorant of the force of an unruly 
paffion, fufpefl: it? My aunt's refiftance and 
mine no longer availed than till another 
perfon came up^ who forced her to let mc 
go, and, notwithftanding the exctamacion^ 
of fear and diftrefs which we both uttered^ 
one of them took me in his arms^ andfetj- 
ting me before him on horfeback, rode 
away as faft as the intricacy of the way 
woiild permit him. • ' 

At firft my terror rendered mc alriiofl: 
fenfelefs -, I was frighted without knowing 
what I feared^ I had indeed read of mur- 
ders, but then ambition had been the in- 
ducement ; what had I to tempt afty one 
to rob- me of my. life? fuch wickednefs 
could not be perpetrated without tempta- 
tion or rcfentment. My life had injured 
no one, nor could my death be of any be- 
nefit to them i therefore I could not appre- 
hend being murdered j but my ignorance 
of the nature of the danjgeirs which threat- 
•ened me gave no eafe to rny mind. A 
pannic is ftrongcr than a reafonable fear, 
and fuch mine was. After a time, grief 
fucceeded to terror, and then I found fome 
relief from tears. The misfortune of be- 
ing 
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ing fcparated from my beloved aunt, of 
lofing the pleafures of her fweec indul- 
gence and tender afFcdion, was more thai> 
my heart fiad fortitude to fupport -, and 
how was my affliction embittered, wJien I 
reflected on what (he would fuffer, deprived 
of her only companion^ the objeft of her 
love and care v and anxious for the fate 
of all that was dear to her on earth ! I wept 
her forrow, I wept my own unhappy fate, 
in an excefs fo fuitable to the occation, that 
when day-light difpelled a little of the 
terrors of my fituation, I was fcarcely able 
to receive any advantage from it, being al- 
mod blinded with my tears. And it w^s 
more from the found fTf a voice once fo 
pleiUing to me, than from any diftinftion 
my. eyes could make, that I perceived I 
wasaccofted by Lord Dorchefter, who ad- 
drefled me with every expreffion of kind- 
Dels and humility- The harfh notes of a 
croaking raven could not have been fa 
grating to. my cars as the voice I before 
Siought Jb harmonious, 

I lxaDuldT)ot but greatly have refented the 
injury done me, had.it been by a perfedt 
ftrangcr ;. but my anger was much encreaf- 
ed when I found the injurer was one who 
had worn the ma(k of a peculiar regard. 
Hypocrify was a crime of which I had 

- > * : i C 3 never 



JO OPHELIA, 

never heard \ this was my firft acc|waiiitam:e 
with deceit ; and hatred fprung up with^ 
it. 

I was ar>gry with uiyfclffor fcayingevcr 
conceived a favourable imprdTionof ftich'ai 
wretch i and althoiagh this was, I bcRerc^ 
the firft pafEton I had ever been rnr^ it had 
none of the weaknefs of a new Cionotiotn. 
A perfon bred wp in the continual exercifb 
of her rage couW oat have exprefled her*- 
felf more ftrongly tha© I did to his Lord- 
ihip, who endeavoured to footfac and pa- 
cify UK ; jknd he fofar fuccecdcd^ that I toftr 
all utterance frora the violence of mgr 
tears : he feen">ed to feel my forrow, and 
wept wkhme. I then hoped companion hadt 
jcnelted him, and fcized the favourable tfto-^ 
ment (as 1 thought it) to prevail on him to« 
rcftore me^to my afflided aum : it appeared 
to me impofiible that an heart where .pity 
had ever dwelt could refufe my requeft: -^ 
the ardent defireof obtaining it^ thecxcefe. 
of my forrow and defpair, made me clo*. 
quent ; Ibefeeched,asafavomv whan with- 
out the higheft aueky and ii^uftice. could 
not be denied me, and all the refentment 
of an injured perfon was loft in the humi* 

lity of the affli&ed &ppliant. 

\ ■ , - . 
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' I painted my wretchednefs m fucb ftrong 
colours, that I at laft bedamc dumb with 
horror at. the melancholy profpeft; bun 
yet fo litdc did it avail, that I could not 
obtain one flattering hope of being car- 
ried back* I could perceive he was ck- 
tremcly agitated, which made me conti- 
nue my intreatics as long as I was able j 
but when I flopped, I learnt the little fuc- 
qefs they had, by his crying out, " oR ! my 
'* fairett> my lovely Ophelia I ceafe to dii- 
*' trefs the fondrft heart that ever was 
** contained in a human bueaft, by afking 
.** what it muft refule you: with what 
" joy could I comply with any rcqueftr 
^^ that did not deprive tne of you ! alk my 
** fortune, my life, any thing but yoiir- 
^i felf, and it Ihall bcyour's. Could I have 
*' fupported life without jyou, I would 
" have forborn this violence. Your hap- 
*^ pinefs (ball be all my care^ believe me 
'' ipy deareft angel ; though your pre- 
*f fence is more neoeflary to my exiftencc 
*^ than the light of the fan^ yet would 
** I reftore you to your aunt, was I not 
*^ fure^ that in a littk time you would 
•' confefs yourfelf happier witH me than' 
*' in. the dull :folitude from whence I have 
^^ brought you, to introduce you into, a 
C 4 v^^ variety 
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*^ variety of lively and enchanting pica- 
" furcs." 

" I know not your pleafures, nor your 
*' cuftoms," anfwered I ; *Mn my little 
" cottage were all niy defires gratified ; 
" and can I think that man wilh^s me 
*^ happy who tears me from every joy 
" on earth. My dear aunt's tender 
" goodnefs and faithful friendfhip is a 
** blefling nothing can equal. You- 
" would pcrfuade me that you have fome 
" afFcftionfor me; are thegreateftinju- 
" ries proofs of lovfe ? does your afFeftion 
" lead you. to afBidl: the objeftof it^. 
*' when you reftorc me to my cottage, I 
" will believe I am not hateful to you ; 
*^ this is the only way you can convince 
** me. . If my. heart was capable of feel- 
*' ing hatred, I could not wifli to torment 
'^ the objeft of it ; nay, even you, whonn 
*^ I deteft, I would fooncr defend* from 
*' pain than inflid: it, had I the power 
'* over you which you have unjuftly af-^ 
" fumed over me : can you be fo difFer- 
*^ ent then, as to wifh me miferable, who 
*' never offended you ? who would not 
« if I could.*' 

My tears would not fuffer me to pro- 
ceed, nor could LordDorchefter's kindcft 
affurances and moft ardent vows afford 

me 
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me the: leafl: confolation. After travel- 
ling halt ihe day in this uneafy manner, 
we came to a beaten road, where there 
ftood a^fmail hut, as I thought, with two 
borfesfaftenedto.it; into this they put 
me, I had; obferved that the outfide 
was fine and gay ; very different from the 
little hovels I had Jeen : the infide like- 
wife was neat and pretty, but feemed 
better calculated for beauty than conve- 
nience; for there was but juft room for 
us to Tit. I did not envy the owner his 
gaudy habitation, which 1 imagined mufl: 
be vtry uncorhfortable to live in ; when 
to my great amazement I felt it move 
very fwiftly. My fright would have 
proved very dangerous to me, had not 
Lord Dorchefter*s care prevented the 
cffefts of it ; for the excefs of my fuc- 
prize and fear made me attempt to get 
out at the window, but his lordfhip held 
me faft, till he reafoned me into compo- 
fure on that account, explaining the 
ftru^bure and defign of fuch vehicles, as 
well as their fafety. Though my 'body 
had fufFcred too much from the agitation 
of my mind to feel eafe from any thing 
at that time, yet I foon after grew per- 
fcftly well reconciled to this moft agree- 
able invention of the luxurious: I did 
C 5 , not 
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not immediately proceed far in it ^ for ac 
night my Lord found me fo much difor- 
dered, that he declared he would remaii» 
at the cottage, where, for want of better 
accommodation, we were obi^ed to ftojp^ 
till I {hould be more able to profecute my 
journey. 



CHAP. VI. 

THE day after our arrival at the 
cottage, inftead of being refrcfljed^ 
1 appeared in a high fever,, which in a 
few days increafed ico fa great a degree, 
as made me expeft frooa the quiet haofd 
of Death areleafe from all my troubles^ 
I was too unhappy to be afiii^ed at thia 
cxpeftation. Grief for what I had loft,^ 
and fear for what might enfue, fortified 
my mind. Can the wretched bchodd the 
grave with terror? that eternal (kep 
from which no worldly troubles; can 
awaken them ? that fecure afylum from 
the injuries of man, and the frailty of 
their own nature ? In this pleafing light, I 
then beheld it. Lord Dorcheftcr was 
differently affeded. He feemed to fuffer 
from anxiety more than I did from ficknefs. 

He 
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He was fcarcely out of my chamber, aaA* 
attended me with a watckfu) care, a-ten*r 
der attention, which appe^ed far abovci 
the honeft good natured humanity ol' the: 
poor cottagcr*s wife. If 1 was worfe tbaa 
comnKM;!, it was more viftble in his courvte- 
nance than in mine. One would have: 
thought his exigence depended on my life*^ 
Thekaftanfiendmentiameraifed himfw)m 
a deipair, which again^ returned wh^n th& 
favourable fymptoms vaniflied. Con-^- 
fcious that the feat of my.diftemper was in* 
my mind, he endeavoured to calm aSy fpi- 
rks, by promifing that '♦ if after a year's. 
V ftay ill England I ftill preferred -myi 
^ little folitu^, he wouW reftore me to- 
« the aunt whpfe lofs I lamented.** t 
thought myfclf fo certain of a fpeedy rc- 
leafe from a world with which my fipft-af- 
fli£tk>n had difgufted me, as is common iir 
the petulant impatience of yovtbi ye't^un- 
broken by the reverfes of fortune,- tliat I 
believed this confolation came too late j and 
relieved from my fears by my expefta- 
tionofan approaching end, I grew more 
eafy, and had leifure to attend to the ap- 
parent figns of Lord Dorchefter^s tender 
anxiety. Tho* I could not comprehend 
how a ftrong affeftion fbould grow jn fo 
fliort a time, nor how fuch cruel cffeds 

could 
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could be produced by love, yet I biegan tofr 
feel fome compaflion for his affliftion ; I 
faw him fuffer, ib much, that I almpft for- 
got he had been the oceafion of my diftrefs. 
Even my refentment was weakened by - 
ficknefs. My moft turbulent paflions 
feemed buried in the grave before me. 
His forrow, his paflionate lamentations, 
his tenderagonies and bitter remorfe, melted 
a hear4: . foftened by the general decay of 
nature •, and believing my own pains near 
their end., I pitied his, which appeared then 
more acute, and likely to be more lafting.^ 
Every bok, every word and adtion ex-. 
prc/R^ iiis love in fueh legible charafters, 
that I fometimes ^as ready to believe hi* 
profeffions, though I thought his affeftioii 
muft be of a ftrapge contradidtory nature. 
But if all his care, and tendernefs only pro- 
ceeded from a return to humanity, of which 
his;firft ^dlion declared him at that time 
voidi I^could not help owning to niyfelf I 
never 'before faw that virtue appear fq very 
amiable, A fortnight pafled before my fe- 
ver began to abate, and it left me fo very 
weak and low, that I thought myfelf near- 
eft dea;h when I really wasout of all. dan- 
ger of dying. Above a month mpre. was 
Ipent ' in reftoring me to fufficient health 
and fpirits to proceed on my journey by 
.. . gentle 
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gentle ftagcs. The natural ftrength of my 
foirits and nerves, which had then never 
Tc\t an/ of the diforders that, in a degree^ 
afflift almoft every conftitution in this 
country, and by which even mine has fuf- 
fered fmce, returning, I bid adieu to my 
native fimplicity of life. Thefe natural 
Spirits, with the turn of thoughts my fick- 
nefs . had] given, as I have already men- 
tioned, which had rendered me liable, to 
receive tender impreffions from his Lord- 
ihtp's affeftionate attentions, together with 
his prpmife of fufFering me to return to 
luy cottage in a ftated time, (for I could 
not, doubt but I flbould chufe to do fo) 
greatly abated my. afHidion, and I became 
capable of cpnverfing with tokrableeafe,^ 
though my heart was flill oppreffed with 
forrow. 

The evening of the day we left the cot- 
tage was come, before we faw any houfe 
of more noble ftrufture than that which 
had.laft harboured us. The firft we drove 
by< appeared to me a moft ftupendous* 
building, though I have fmce learnt it was 
but a moderate fned houfe •, and before 
night we (lopped at what I thought a 
fumptuous palace. The hofpitality of the 
inhabitants charmed me ^ they received us 

at 
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at their door, and pleafurefat on their cotm^ 
tenances ; all their we>rd$ e^cprefled a defirr 
of accommodating us agreeably ; I could 
even bave found ^ult with the impecuofity 
of their good will, had not the motive ta 
which I attributed it excufed, I might al- 
moft fay endeared, the incoav^nicndes ir 
©ccafioned- The fize and cokwrr oif 'dhe 
matter and mirtrefe of the hoofe made me* 
tremble for the fknderncfs of my Waift, 
and fairncls of my fkin, in a country which 
feemed fo great an enemy to the fhape and 
complexion 5 but before the end of mjr 
journey my vanity was pacified, by ob. 
ferving diat this extraordinary bulk, and 
redncfs of face, was almoft peculiar ta 
perfons in their way of life. 

I admired no part of our hoft's- oblig- 
ing behaviour more than their leaving u». 
as foon as we were fcated* I felt myfelf 
too fatigued to make atl the returns wyi 
gratitude fuggefted^ and I imagined they 
kft me to fcek feme repofe from filence.. 
Stipper was fbon after brought in, and the 
maimer of the houfe followed, inquiring if 
wc were fcrved as we chofe. 1 got up 
and brought him a chair, making room for 
him 10 fit down, and was fhockcd to fee 
Lord Dorcheftcr, endeavouring to hide a 

fmile. 
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finife^ but -giving the old gentleman ao 
encouragement to make ufc of the feat £ 
had plattd for htm ; who, with a huiimlkjr 
whicJi huift m^ iafifted on waiting bdimd 
ijiy chair* This made me extremely tin^ 
eafy^ and I was afiiomllied that his Lord* 
fliip would fufFer it. . 

Whpa odr hoft and fuppcr were botfe 
imthdrawo^ I abuld not forbear expreffing 
my approbatioai of bis indefatigable (hoP 
pitality, in facrfficing the eafe and quiet 
of hia. life to the convenience of others,. 
for I fownd we were not the: only gucfts ; 
said touched a little on^the outward civility 
I thought due to him, whofe kind recep^ 
lion entitled bim td our efteem and grati* 
tode. 1 began to find my apprehenfioris^ 
fittle relieved by feeing there was fo much 
benevolence to be found in a people 
among whom J had been fo forcibly itv- 
troduced. Lord Dorchefter fooa put an 
end to this plcafing imagination, by tcll- 
rng me •' the reception I admired was th^ 
^* effea of their covetouinefs, not their 
^ gcnerofityv and that their hofpitalityr 
«* was a mere trade, by which they gained 
** a fubfiftence ; and pradifed by none in 
*• this country from other motives/* I at 
Skr& exdaimed againft the general bru-* 

tality 5 
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tality; biit rccollefting that ray firft, and 
hitherto only misfortune in lifcv had bcea 
brought upon me by our not -afting wkhi 
the fame cburlifhnefs, I. tpld .roy Lordr 
** I was lefs furprized^f fiiKe J hcabd this». 
*' that he had not leamt how to make a 
f proper return to a virtue fa unknown to 
" hinras hofpitajicy,' and which I foppofed 
^ had been . baniihed* the fcinjgdom, from- 
^' fiDme fuch^ill confcquences.arifiDgfrotn. 
^: it as I had experienced/* . . 

Fatigue, :and the relief my fpiriUs began 
to feel from the diffipation of my nnnd by 
all the novelty which fiirrountied rfac, 
maxie me inclinable td reft, pretty cariy^. 
Lord Dorcheftcr^ ftodious to oblige, me,.- 
and erideavonriflg'tx) ^prevent my uttering 
a wifh by 'his great readinefs to comply 
with it before I had time to exprefs it buc 
by nyy eyes, took leave of- me, faying^ 
that *^' though he xould converfe with and 
^^ look on nie for ever, yet he had rather 
V put a force on his inclinations than lay 
*' any reftraint oa mine/* And after aflc- 
ing my permiffion, kiffed my hand with 
more pleafure than I imagined it could 
beftow. Becaufe he was pleafed, I was 
albamed ; I know no other reafon for my 
blulhes, for it before appeared to me too 

infig- ' 
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infignificant to raife any. He then bid 
me a good night, and left me to take 
fome reft, as I (hall your Ladyfhip, bid- 
ding you adieu for a little time* 



C H A P- VII. 

THO-UGH the relation of a journey 
is often more tedious than the jour- 
ney itfelf, yet I will fuppofe your Lady- 
Ihip's mental fatigue to have been of no 
longer duration than my bodily wearinefsy 
and that after a (hort reft you are ready ta 
proceed with me on my journey. My 
aunt had accuftomed me to great fimpli- 
city of drefs ; I fuppofe forefceipg the in- 
convenience Ihe Ihould find in fupplying 
us with that train of variety ufed by peo-. 
pie who live in the world. I had never 
worn any thing round my waift but thin 
waiftcoats, nor any cap in the day time ; 
my hair was extremely long, and curled 
naturally, for I knew no. art, and fell ia 
ringlets about my neck, reaching behind 
below the middle of my waift, and it fome- 

placea 
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places incroaching on my forehead enoi^h 
to fee off my complexion by the contraft^ 
-without hiding the fhapc of it. This pe- 
culiarity of dfefe, your Ladyfliip may 
cafily imagine, fixed the obfervation of all 
who faw me. I foon became fenfible of 
the occafion of the exceflive gazing fo very 
painful to me, though accompanied by 
expreffions of admiration even to excla- 
mations of aftonilhment •, fo fond are peo-^ 
pie of novelty, to which, no doubt, I 
owed the greatefb part of the compfimenta 
paid me. I begged Lord Dorchcfter to 
procure me a proper head drefs> with 
Yihich he unwiilingly complied ^ fo that 
before the end ©f my journey I made a 
decent antJ common appearance. 

Though I wasamulcd by the novelty oF 
the objefts which paffcd before me in fa 
quick a fucceflion, and by Lord Dorchef-- 
ter's lively and entertaining converfation^ 
yet I was not forry when he told noe that, 
our journey was at an end ; and that the 
houfe tck which we drove, through a loog 
and very wide avenue of vencrahk oaks,, 
was bis own, and the piace where our tra- 
velling was to ceafe. The magnificence- 
of the .building firft fbruck my eyc^ but 
when 1 entered it, the elegance of the 

furniture. 
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ftir»Uure. pfcafed me ftill moire. The 
carvmg sbfrd thepidures charmed me; the 
country . repjoefented in tbcfc, appeared 
more encbaiiting than nature itfelf^ as thtf' 
painrdr'a> imaginatiw aiFemWes beauties 
in re4lity.inever fo«nd together. . My rap- 
tures were not filenf, my admiration broke 
forth into exclamatioiis. I ran from one 
room to a^Qjchcr, defirou* of feeing morq^ 
tbpugh not. weary- of /what. I had /een* 
J^Qid Dorcheifter !with difficutty prevailed 
with r|ie to go vviUh him into the garden 
before the fun ceafed to ^id the profpeft.. 
I w^ im^^^iUmg to kave a houfe which pre« 
fented fqch varK)us beauties to my eye$tt 
but I coukl not regret it whefi he led me 
to a terras, beneath which runs a rapid 
river of a confuterablc breadth* On one^ 
fide it commands a very extenfive and 
beautiful nrofpeft, on the other is the ri«. 
ycr^ the ban^s beyond which are very, 
high, and covered with a hanging wood,, 
ornamented with ibme fine buildings^' molt 
judicioufly placed. 

yrom the end of this terras we entered 
into a, wood cut into various walks , all 
terminated with fine views or fome agrees 
able Qbjedts,jar^d many ^ of ^^hem opening 
in different p^fts^ f9 kt in,?J4her profpcfts, 
"•--'" ^ of- 
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of the Country, or views of the riv6r,r 
which runs through part of the wood 
with great rapidity, falling -down a- rock 
of a confiderable height at' the end of 
one of the walks.. A little beyond this^ 
cafcade, it is hi^ from fight fot fonne 
diftance, and when it again appears, 
its form is much altered, for it is deep, 
and yet fo clear that on€ plainly difco- 
vers every pebble at the bottom, its fur-^* 
face as fiinio6th as gtafs. In this wood, 
likewife, are many buildings moft ad van- 
tageoufly placed. 

* The garden is divided from the park* 
only by a ha ha, unaecuftomed to which 
deGeptfoi>> 1 thought there'was nofepa-- 
ration, till on the brink of It. The ea-' 
gernefsof ah ihraptiired fancy, -charmed 
with all the beauties around me, made 
me long to- pafs thefe boundaries, but- 
the evening was fo far advanced I was^ 
obliged to defer this gratification till the 
next day, arid only to admire at a diftahce: 
the mixture of fine lawns an^ yewerable" 
groves,' verdant vallies'and wooded hills. 
The extent of it i$ confiderable, and the 
variety of grounds gives it an air"bP 
wildnefs, whicK 'greatly * charms in the- 
rhidft 6£ aeoumry f5 diHgehtly- cuiu- 

tivateda, 
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tivated that one expe&s to fee there 
more of ^ the heauties of art .than of 
nature.' . " i V . 

When' night obliged me to return to 
the houfe, - Lord Dorcheftcr conducted 
me to an apartment defigned for nae% 
The bcd«:hamber waselegantly furnilhed ; 
but the drefling-room rhoft furprized me ; 
it contained fo many things that were 
iiew to me, that I cotiW fc^rcely guefs 
their iife» - The orliain^rtts. and the 
tailettc engaged my affedlions for fomc 
trme, though had I been more accuf- 
tonaed to rftichi things, I ftiould have 
feeen ftili rmw ferifiWe of thfe richneft 
•and degance (Jp'themV EVefy thing in 
the room had its ,(h^r^ ofwy admiration, 
but after the momentary -wonder '^as 
pafled, all thefe nice efforts of the arts of 
the ingenious fell far fliort of my efti- 
mation of the beauties I beheld from the 
windows, under which were parterres of 
the fineft flowers, mixed with the mod fra- 
grant ihrubs, and beyond them the river, 
the wood, and thepark. When everything 
elfe had paffed my examination, Lord 
Dorchefter opened fome drawers, and 
fhcwed me that ihey were filled with 
li«en, clothes and trinkets, fuch as are 

cuftomary 
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cuftomary in thisconntry.- Having acver 
had a notion of any thing, in dreis beyond 
neatnefs and'cleanlinefs in the homeKcfl: 
garb, I could not help being ftruck at 
die refplendenq^ of all the omamcntt I 
beheld. The finenefe of tUe lioen I 
thought curious^ bat the Jaccs aftouiftied 
me ; they appeared t-o-nw oi a delicacy be*- 
yond human workmanftiip. Had I beca 
^t liberty to have indulged my vanity, I 
(hould that moment htve tried the efl^fib 
of things which I imagined muft prove, fo 
ornamental. But my Lord's pr^fencc 
^wed me, and being tpld fijipper was om 
fable, i Wft3 obliged to accompany him t* 
another room, v^htr^ w^ fpent the re** 
rnainder of the evening till the hour of 
i-cpofe parted us. 
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CHAP. Ylll 

THAT flight .experirnced" what peo* 
pie wJbo iivc in grandeur often find, 
that pomp will not give^nsinquUlity, whkh 
alone dilpcnfes quiet reft* The agitatioii 
of my mind allowed mt v^ry iittle flecpt 
I iiad too much mttcr foix neflpftion f roi?| 
Lord Djorchcfter's refpcjSlful find affcKftion- 
ate bdiavioiir, whkh I could by no mean? 
think my due, from 13^ y jenforced fepara^ 
lion from my aunt, and my fornoer habir 
tation, draped iato a new world, wholly 
ignorant of the reafow of my being fo, or 
the C0»fequenccs of it, and frorn the plea* 
furc I had cooceis/ed at the fight of every 
thing now offered to my enjoyment i 
lyhich my Loid ev,en affured me was my 
property, affirming all I beheld wtis my 
own ; a gift I could nbt fuppofe real^ a^ 
the Iktk f faw of the English ii^ my }wvr 
i>cy gav^ Jne no rcafon tojjeli^ii^ie \h^m ^ 
generous iand difinoerefted as to^ a^al^e fuch 
i prefeots* In reflefting on cheife fubjeft^ 
I pafled my night, and had fome moments 
I of pleafuiue mixed with my grief, but they 
I i3iO!re littte proportion with each othpr % my 
I fam>w feenKd deeply rooted, tjio^igh . it's 
I violence 
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violence was abated, while the contrary 
fenfation ap^pejared only a fudden flutter, 
which played round my head but came 
not near my heart, and would not admit 
of refleftion : however I found it fo com- 
fortable a refource^ that I- endeavoured to 
encourage it, and, prompted by curiofity^ 
at break of day I arofe to examine more 
minutely the things which had fo charmed 
me the night berore. If 1 believed any 
one was ever formed without vanity, I 
might be fearful of expofing myfelf by 
confeffing mine -, but I may hope to meet 
with indulgence from one of my own fex, 
who will candidly imagine herfclf in my 
place : by her my youth may be received 
as fome excufe -, and if I am convifted of 
having had more than a common fhare, 
may I not alfo claim fome title to unufual 
• fincerity in giving room for the accufa- 
^ioH, and hope that virtue may obtain a 
pardon for my frailty? I learched every 
^rawer^ and after admiring the things 
they contained, felt a defire to try the 
«ffedt of this profufion of ornament?* 
The night-gowns and common undrefles 
were grown familiar to me during my 
long journey, therefore I laid them a-fide 
as not exciting my curiofity, and feledcd 

the 
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the rrioft refplendent part of my apparel 
and trinkets. 

For my firft trial, I chofe a white 
luteftripg gown and petticoat, flounced 
with pink, and filver gauze^ each flounce 
edged with a pink and filver fringe.. 
I wove flowers and jewels in with my 
hair, letting the ringlets fall. down my 
back, which I had lately confined un- 
der a cap. I put a fmall garland of the 
flowers and jewels round my head, and , 
a larger acrofs my, w^iift. and neck, 
pafling it ov^r my flioulder on one fide, 
and fixing it to the bottom of my waift 
on the other. I omitted nothing which I 
thought cotild adorn my face and perfon^ 
and put on every ornament that I could 
contrive to place becomingly. Finding 
my gown too long without a hoop, i 
put on the fmalleft, as a^ neceflary diftor- 
tion, not as a pretty part of drefs ; but 
immediately threw away the ftifi^ ftays^ 
which feemed to me invented in per- 
verfe oppofition to nature, and one of 
the proofs with which I .thought this 
country abounded, that man in his folly 
had declared open war with her, and by 
pretending to improve, had fo fpoiled her 
works, that fcarcely any traces of , the di- 
vine artificer remained. 

Vol. I D Thus 
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Thus equipped, the employmeni of 
fome hours, 1 was lb engaged in admiring 
my fweet perfcm in the looking-glafs, 
doiiig honour to every beauty I could dis- 
cover, and making fnyfclf full amends for 
che trouMe l had taken, by the fatisfao 
tion with vrhich I beheld the eflfefts of it, 
that I did not perceive Lord Dorcheft'Cr, 
¥?ho palTcd by my window; and feeing me, 
your ladyftiip will eafily imagine, was 
tempted to take a nearer view of fo di- 
verting a figure. He came into my room 
without my perceiving him : when he 
entered the chamber he was beginning to 
excufe his coming in fo abruptly ; but on 
my turning round, furprized to bear his 
voice, and afliamcd at being thus caught 
in the ridiculous indulgence of my vanity^ 
he was ftruck filent, perhaps more from 
wonder at my folly, than, as he pretend- 
ed, ♦* from admiration at feeing me fo 
*' much furpafs myfelf, thus attired ; 
*' living before, he faid, thought me be- 
" yond the poflibility of improvement/* 
I was fenfiblc of the flattery coiKhed in 
this fpeech ; for with all my paniality to 
myfelf, I could not believe I had beauty to 
furprize, though I fancied I had enough to 
pleafc. He lavifticd every expreffion that 
could flicw me how much he was delighted 
• with 
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ivith my perfon. My complexion, my 
eyes, riiy hair, every feature received ntvir 
praifes; my air and ftiape were notpafled 
over in filence. He kiffed my hands a 
thoufand times, and would not part with 
them out of his. Sorely no eyes. ever ex- 
prefled fuch a mixture of tendernefs ^nd 
admiration ; every look incrcafed my cw^- 
fufioo : his behaviour put me more wt 
x>f countenance than the refleftion of hav- 
ing been found fo fooliflily employed* 

I believe it was near two hours before I 
could prevail on Lord Dorchcftcr to ccafe 
his flattery, or to take his ^yes off mt^ 
tin at laft I was reduced to teU hirn that 
I jQiould be glad to be left to undrefs, for 
that I was very hungfy, and wanted rtif 
breakfaft, but could not appear before bis 
fcrvants thus apparelled. 

He ftarted at my faying this* landcrbsl 
t)ut» '* how happy are you, Optelia, m 
•* that infenfibility of heart, which &ffcrs 
*^ you to think of fuch trifles ! but how 
«* mifcrable does it make me!" I, who 
thought breakfaft a ferious cohfideration^ 
was furprized to And him fo htirt at my men - 
tioning it ; aiid told him, that I could not 
t^mprehend how h: fliouid either excite 
^eovy or diftrefs: but as he begged I 
D 2 would 
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would not undrefs till after breakfaft, on 
which confideration he would himfelf 
bring it into my dreflingroom, to humour 
my defire of not being feen -, I complied, 
glad to reconcile a difference of inclination 
to which fo ferious an air had been given. 

My. Lord immediately kept his word ^ 
but' during the whole time his thoughts 
and eyes were fo fixed on me that he 
did not well know what he did. He fcald- \ 

ed his fingers, fpilt his tea, let fall his j 

bread and butter, and in (hort made fuch ! 

a confufion, that I could not forbear 
laughing, though I endeavoured to avoid it | 

(to- the utmoft of my power : he at firft 
bliifhed and fighed, but at laft joined j 

with me, and complimented me, in ridi- j 

culing himfclf. j 

It was almoft dinner time before I could 
prevail on my Lord to leave me to put 
on -cloaths more proper for common wear, 
which at laft he did, I dare fay not a 
little pleafcd at finding that what he muft 
have defigned for captivating a childifh 
fancy, and corrupting by glaring follies a 
mind bred in fimplicity and rcafon, had 
fucceeded fo well. 

The remainder of this day and the 
next wcrefpent in feeing Lord Dorchefter's 
park 9 the extent of it, and the variety it, 

contained 
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contained, made ic a full employ for that 
time. 

Two days more paffed in feeing fome 
neighboiu-ing places, which were finer 
enough to merit attention, though by no 
means equal in beauty or magnificence to* 
my lord's. In this time I had fome op- 
portunities of obferving inftances of his 
humanity and goodnature, which con- 
tributed more towards abating my fears, 
than his continual endeavours to amufe 
mc to pbtain my pardon and merit my 
aflTedtion. 

I could not believe that he had torn me 
from calm happincfs for the chance of 
making me happier, as he pretended ^ 
what he had done was a myftery hitherto 
to me inexplicable; but I hoped the man 
who could be humane and kind to others, 
would not be cruel to one who had the 
greateft tye on his generofity, that of be- 
ing within his power, unfriended and de- 
fcncelefs : encouraged by this hope I be- 
came able to converfe witheafe, and ceafed 
reproaches, which might exafperate, but 
I had, by. melancholy experience, found 



were unavailing. 
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CHAP. IX. 

THE fccond funday after our arrival' 
at this houie. Lord Dorchcftcr pro* 
pofed my accompanying him to church, 
to which I readily confented. Though 1 
had been taught to look on all fpace as the 
temple of the great Creator, yet my 
aunt had informed me that in populous 
places there were edifices ercded for pub- 
lic worfhip. When the fcrvice was cnded^ 
we walked over it; the building is pretty, 
but then appeared to me too much caU 
culated to pleafc the eye, and to fix the 
thoughts on the arts of men's hands, tq. 
be a proper place for divine worfliip ; 
where the fuppliant foul Ihould be intirely 
filled with adoration of the Supreme Being 
to which it is dedicated. The little fa« 
brics the church contained, by the beauty 
of the marble, and of the carvings pleafed 
me greatly, as objeds, but not as orna* 
ments for fuch a place, till my Lord told 
me their folemn purpofe, informing me 
that they were crcded to the memory of 
his anceilors. 

This made me more particularly obferve 
them, and I was foon deeply engaged in 
reading the charaders which I found cn^ 

graven. 
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graven on them; this perufal filled me 
with admiration ; fuch exalted virtue as 
by tbcfe teftimomes I underftood had de- 
fcended through feveral generations, was a 

SleaQng fubje£t for contemplation. The 
trie time I had been in the inhabited 
part of this kingdom had tauglit me that 
foch merit was not univcrfal. My heart 
was filled with a refpefk approaching to 
adoration, at thinking I trod on ground 
fim£tified by being the repofitory of the 
fiicrcd remains of fuch god-like men* I 
could not forbear addreffmg their departed 
fouls with a zeal and reverencp litde Ihorc 
of wdrlhip, and praying for the influence 
of their great examplirs towards enabling 
me to imitate their virtues* 

Lord Dorchefter cruelly broke in upoa 
fo pleafing a rapture, telling me that I 
gave too cafy faith to the words of man ; 
^ though thcfe arc my anceftors," faid he, 
^ I mv& confefs few of them had any of 
^^ the qualities here afcribed to them* I 
^^ might have fiafFered you, my dear Qphe- 
•^ lia, to have continued in your miftake,. 
♦* as it would perhaps have given you 
^ more favourable thoughts of the de- 
♦* fcendant from fuch worthies, haid I 
** not found myfelf enviou$ of the great 
^ fliare of your cfteem, which by thefe 
D 4. •* falfc 
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** falfe charafters they had ga:ined. Envjr 
'^ makes me tell you, that epitaphs arc 
*' formed on ideal charaders : the writer 
*' collefts together all the virtues, graces^ 
'* and accomplifhmcnts, that are fcattered 
** among mankind ; and when thefe ar,e 
" all blended together with all the ele- 
" gancc he is maftcr of, he applies therr^ 
" to any one who, at his death, wants that 
** memorial of his goodnefs which his 
" life has not teftified. To him whole 
*' aftions have raifed no charafter, a 
*' to;nb is ereftcd to bear on it that 
" which an epitaph, can give him, Rc- 
^' femblance is never thought of-, if the- 
*' deceafed has not one of the qualities 
*' defcribed, it fcrves. the purpofe juft as 
« well." • 

I was indeed inclined to fufpcfk my 
Lord of envy ; I could fcarcely believe 
what he faid •, but when he convinced me 
of the truth of this account, I fincerely^ 
refented the pollution of thefe* innocent 
alhes, in being made fubjefts of fueh. 
falfhoods i and pitied the pure marble, for 
having its fair outfidc defiled by fuch 
foul lies. But what made this pra6li*ce ap- 
pear (till more ridiculous to me, was 
Lord Dorchefter's . adding, that this was 
now fo commonly known, that no one 

gave 



OPHELIA. 57 

gave the leaft faith to thefe monumental 

infcriptions j that it (hould ha\ce loft its 

ufe, and yet be continued, increafed my 

wonder. My Lord likewife told me that 

[ many people left direftions concerning their 

L monuments. It is not ftrange if this ap- 

I peared ridiculous to me then, fince ufe has 

I not yet taught me to fee it in any other 

light, nor rpade me ceafe to wonder that it 

fliould fhare the dying thoughts of peo>- 

ple, who, I fliould imagine, muft all have 

fomething to leave behind more worthy 

their care ; and fomething to ejcpeft niore 

j deferving their attention, than their own 

I iniferable carcafes- ' 

I was. not without felflov^, but had no 
notion that it could extend to the duft into 
which we were to moulder, and make us 
defirous « fix our claim to every par* 
ticular particle. 

Though I had not, till Lord Dorchefter 
broke in upon my folitude, ever received 
a grain of flattery, yet mere nature and 
confl:itution had given me a little vanity, 
without the bencfitof comparifon ; unable 
to foothe my fancy with excelling multi- 
tudes, fince I had never beheld them, yet 
in a degree I was* vain: nature alone 
fufiices to make us fo ; but this kind of 
• pofthumous vanity was far above my 
D'5 fimple 
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limple conceptfon ; ' and I complimented 
myfelf on my humility, in being only rek- 
fonably fond of a living form of delicate 
and curious compofition, abfolutely indif- 
ferent to any poor remains^ after delicacy 
of complexion, fymmetry of features, and 
elegant proportion of body fhall be con- 
founded together in one little heap of duft; 

Lord Dorchefter, to fave his anceftors 
from my partial cenfure, led me into the 
church yard, where he fhcwed me that 
the folly was univerfal, and that the poor 
were as tenacious of the^ little fpot to 
which, after death, they are configned, as 
thofe who aflert their title to it by nobler 
ftrudures. I confefs I was ftiocked at this 
diftinftlon of ranks, and to find that here 
the rich and the poor do not lie down to- 
gether ; this cuftom feemed to me to de- 
Itroy the equality of the griave, which ends 
greater contentions than thofe of pre- 
cedency^ 

Upon reading the epitaphs of the mean- 
er fort, I found their vanity was often con- 
fined within the narrow bounds of having 
lived and died : they were little more than 
certificates of their former exiftence, proud 
to affcrt their having been of the human 
fpecics, for many of their woden monu- 
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ments, more pcrifliable than riiemfelvcs,. 
bear no other infcription than the date o£ 
their birth and death. 

Though I was greatly difgufted with 
thcfe proofs of the folly of mankind^ yer 
at this time the living were more difa- 
greeable to mc than the dead. I liked' 
better to be an obferveri than the fqbjeft 
of obfervation. Though in my drcfs I 
had conformed to the cuftoms of the: 
place to the utmoft of my power^ yet there 
certainly was a'ftrangenefs in my look or 
air that drew all eyes upon me, and whiclii 
for many y^ars did not wear off, while I 
remained in the country : I attributed it 
to the curiofity natural to people who fee 
few ftfangers ; but after I left it, I found' 
that by living in a more populous place L 
only bad more eyes upon inc. Curious ^ 
oWervation fettering the freedom of adion,. 
I lived under conftantatid painful rcftrarht. 
My Lord endeavoured to make me eafy 
by flattery, attributing it to reafons which 
might pleafe my vanity ; but though I did 
due honour to my perlbn, yet I could not 
give him credit -, and though I.might now 
the more excufably believe it, that I have 
ieen the obfervation Icfllen as my com- 
plexion has decayed 5 and that fewer eyes 

hav^ 
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have been' upon me fincc the luftre of 
mine have been abated by age ; yet am I 
convinced that the only fuperiority I had 
over many who while I was prefcnt paffed 
unregarded, was in the air of a ftranger 
to every falhion which I ftrove to follow j 
this gave the charm of novelty to a face 
and pcrfon which could boaft no other 
excellence above a thoufand others which 
were lefs obferved. 

I would not have your ladyfhip imagipe 
that I am aiming to. be thought humble j 
I am 'very ready to allow myfelf all the 
beauty I am confcious I poffeffcd; but 
faftiion or chance often exalts us above 
our real charms. If truth did not oblige 
me to make this confeflion, I Ihould not 
venture to fay it, for fear of being believ* 
cd ; for our Itx are as vain of having been, 
as of being handfome; and though they, 
.while young, live in juft terror of. the 
words, Jhe was^ yet when that fatal period 
comes, their vanity retires into it as into a 
fortrefs ; and fecure in this ftrong hold, 
from which nothing can expel it, it makes 
little excurfions, and fupports itfelf with 
the booty it obtains. One of our own fex 
has told us, with full as much truth as po- 
etry, that, • 

* Women 
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" Women kincTs peculiar joys, 

" From paft, or prefent beauties rife.**. 

How often does a woman's partial^ re- 
port emulate in falftiood the lying epitaphs 
whicli (hocked mjr innocent fimplicity f 
After the fmall pox, which frequently is 
the grave of beauty, how many women 
have I heard boaftthe- charms they never 
pofleffcd ; and foften the mbrtificatiOR of 
feams and fears, by praifing the former 
clearnefs and ftnoothnefs of their con> 
plexions. 

But this fubjeft has led me from the 
order which Ihould be kept in a narration ; 
I have wandered from the time to which I 
had brought my ftory, and muft correft 
my irregularity by returning to it. 



CHAP. X. 

LORD Dorchefter's defire of giving 
me every pl^fure in his power^ led 
him to make nie a prefent of a iTum of 
money. I would have excufed myfelf 
from the acceptance of it, as it appeared 
'/' to 
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to me entirely ufelefe ; every thing I couldi 
want was provided for me ; I wiflicd there- 
fore to refufe an unneceffary burthen -, but 
be infilled, and I was obliged to acquiefce. 
. As I had learnt that money was a very 
ncceflary thing to thofe who were not fa 
amply fupplied with all it could purchafe. 
as I was, I thought it a pity it ibould be 
fo ill employed,, and determined to diftrii^ 
butc the fum, to me fo ufelefs, among 
perfona who were in real want of it. Ac- 
cordingly,, one morning^, when bufinefi 
had called my Lord a few miles from hgnic, 
I; walked out, in fearch of people who-: 
might be made happier by thofe riche$ 
which were to me entirely ufelefsV I en- 
tered the firft cottage I faw, and bluntly 
aflced the inhabitants if they wanted mo- 
ney? They anfwered in the affirmative, 
with an eagernefs which perfuaded me 
they were in extreme indigence.- I now 
began to feel the value of the treafure 
before dcfpifed, fince it could give fuch. 
true heart-felt joy. as I received, from 
being able to relieve wretches, of whofe 
former diftrcfs I judged by their prefenc 
cxtacies. When I gave fome guineas to 
the mother, (he appeared quite ftantic 
with delights though my raptures were 

filent; 
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filenf, yet I could not but think my fen- 
fations were as ftrong, I^ for feme time, 
indulged myfelf in the contemplation of 
her joy, but as my ignorance of the cuf- 
toms of this country, fo new to me, made 
me curious, I at laft put a force on my de- 
lighted imaginations, and enquired into 
the ufe fhe would make of the money 1. 
had given her. 

Nothing but a full knowledge of my 
Ignorant fimplicity,. can give your lady- 
fliip a notion of my furprize, when L re- 
ceived for anfwer, " That fhe -would buy 
*' herfelf and children handfomc cloaths,. 
•* keep as good ahoufe at the next wake 
*' as any woman in the parifh, and never 
** again work for a neighbouring farmer's 
** wife, who was of meaner birth than her- 
** felf.*' I was (hocked to find that I had 
been contributing to the increafe of vanity 
and lazinefs, which muft have been great 
before, or the good woman could not 
have been fo much overjoyed at obtaining 
the power of gratifying it. 1 had no way 
to filcnce the reproaches of my confciencc 
but by falfe rcafonings, arguing that when 
fuch unreafonable defircs are too deeply 
rooted to be conquered, they deferve our 
compaffion 5 and that the money was bet- 
ter 
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ter employed in relieving wants^ though 
' they were but imaginary, than in being 
locked up in my bureau. 

A great proof of my ignorance of man- 
kind was my endeavour to reafon this wo- 
man out of her vanity ^ reafon is too pre- 
cious a blefling ta be in the gift of mor- 
tals J I could inftil none into her mind, and 
was at laft forced to give up my attempt, I 

finding my arguments had much lefs in- ] 

fluencc on her, than the defire of exciting j 

the admiration of her neighbours. The | 

difappointment I met with in this inftance 
did not difcouragc me from continuing my 
courfe : /uch vanity of mind appeared to 
me a monfter in nature ; I could not bcr 
lieve the world afforded fuch another; 
therefore fearlefs of meeting the like ill fuc- 
cefs again^ I entered the next poor cottage. 
I found the man to whom it belonged fitr 
ting in the chimney corner, with all the 
marks of ficknefs and decay in his couni- 
tenance ;. his wife induftrioufly employed, 
and feven children, the eldeft helping 
her, the younger part playing about him, 
I looked fome time with pleafure on this 
little family, for children were (till a kind 
of wonder to me, who had never fcen 
any till I was torn from my folitudc s our 

own 
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own infancy, by the gradual increafe of 
years, making little impreflion on us: I 
then put the fame queftion to thcfe cot- 
tagers as to the laft I vifited, but widi lefe 
impetuofity was anfwered by the fich man, 
that •* indeed they were very poor^ and 
** muft have ftarvcd, had not his wife 
*^ been one of the beft women in the world. 
*' For he had- been by ficknefs difablcd 
** from working above two months, with- 
** out money to purchafe a cure." " Pur- 
** chafe a cure!**. 1 replied, with fome fur^ 
prize,. **^ is there any one who is poffeflcd 
*' of the power of curing difeafcs would 
*' req\:iire to be paid for it?'*. 

" Alas V* faid the man, " nothing is to 
•' be had withbut money; ourdodor muit 
*' have his fee or we can have no cure." 
An accufation of fuch inhumanity made 
me exclaim with tears in my eyes againft 
this fecond monfter, whicTi I thought I had 
difcovered. I alked the man, " why, in 
^ fuch neceffity, he had not applied to 
** Lord Dorchefter?" His anfwcr. was, 
*' that my Lord's fteward was his enemy» 
" and therefore he had no hopes of rc^ 
" ceiving relief from him, as he was 
" alhamed to fpeak t6 my Lord himfelf.'^ 
I obfcrved to him that ** every one muft. 
** be well received by my Lord, who gavo 

" hinx 



66 O P H E LI A. 

•* him an opportunity of exercifing hi^ 
^ bounty and bunfianity; that it could 
^* not be in the power of any of his dc- 
** pendents to prevent hiai from conferring^ 
" favours on the deferving, and relieving 
** the diftreffed-: but that bad an appli* 
^^ cation to his fteward been neceffary^ 
*.* whatever offence he might have takcrr^ 
^' his* anger muft have vaoiihed at the 
^' fight of fo much wrctchedncfs.*' 

The man fhook his head, and faicJ^, 
*• Ah I Madanr^ you are very^ very yotuag^ 
^ and I am afraid too good for this world i 
*' God grant you may not foon have rea- 
^* fon to change ycrur opinion of it." 
- I did noc then ^ndorfland the force of 
thefe words. I have fince learned, that 
they muft have proceeded from furprize at 
my ignorant belief in the virtue of man- 
kind. When I had given money to thefe 
people, I enquired into the ufc they would; 
make of it, of which they gave me fo ra- 
tional an account that 1 doubled the funrr^' 
with the greateft delight imaginable ;. 
happy in the amends this made me for the 
difep^ointment I found m the unworthi- 
nefs of the laft i^rfoato whom I had given 
fome part of my burden* 

This fucccfs encouraged me to continue 
my round.. 

The. 
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The next cottage I went into pleafed 
me by its neatncfs. 1 faw only one inlja- 
bicanc in it 5 Ihe was a very pretty girl, ex* 
tremely clean, thoV as coarfely drefled as 
pofliblc ; fhc was bufy in her dairy, and 
nothing about her wore fuch figns of po- 
verty, as in the other houfes I had bcea 
in 'y however, defirous to fee whether the 
love of money was univerfal, I afked her 
whether (he wanted any. 

The girl, in anfwer, feid fhe could not 
properly be laid to want, frncc her father 
t and Ihe, by induftry and hard labour, were 
\ fupplied with the neceflaries of life, but 
I that (he confefled fhe wifhed for money>, 
perhaps as muck as the tnoft neceffitous. 
This appeared to me a fymptom of a 
' depraved appetite, but I enquired her rea- 
ibn. To which Ihe replied, that,. " All 
queftions were not to be anfwered.'* My 
curiofuy was perhaps more prevalent than 
my compaQion, when I told her ** that i£ 
*^ I thought the motive of her wiflies a 
«^ good one t might gratify them.** 

" If you will buy thefecret I. am lure 
** you deferve it,**' reblied the girl ; and 
ihcn very honeftly informed me, tho* not 
without blulhes, " that a young man ia 
^' the neighbourhood had loved her from^ 

a^cbildi 
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'^ a child, and been equally beloved bjr 
*' her ; that they were to have been mar- 
" ried by the confentof both their parents^ 
'' when, a few days before the appointed 
^"^ time, his father died, and left debts 
'^ behind him ta the value of twenty. 
" pounds 5 an immenfe fum to a poor 
*'. labourer. On this account her father 
*^ withdrew his confcnt till fuch time as 
" the whole (houid be paid. This was 
" fuch a fpur to her lover*s induftry, that 
" he worked far beyond his ftrength, ii> 
*' order to raife the money ; and yet it 
*' was fo much to fave, out of a labourer's 
" fmall profits, that notwithftanding his 
*' endeavours it mull be fome years before 
<* the debt can be paid off. She con- 
«' eluded by telling me that had flie mo- 
^* ney (he would fhorten the time of her 
'^ feparation; during which his aflfeftioa 
" fcr her might cool, and the more rea- 
«' fonably as he might look on the immo- 
'« derate fatigue which opprefled his 
«' mind, and overcame his healch, as the 
** confequenccs of his love for her ; and 
*' it was grievous to her to have that 
** appear in his eyes as the fource of any 
^' evils." 

A few 
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A few gentle tears trickled down the 
poor girl's checks, while fhe imparted her 
apprchenfion, which moved my compaf- 
fion, as well as my r^eafon, to a defire of 
relieving her. I inftantiy gave her the 
fum flie wanted, and was overpaid by the 
delicacy and vivacity of her gratitude, 
from which I might not immediately have 
been fr^ed, had not her lover pafled by 
the window, bending under a heavy load 
of corn : this fight attrafted her with all 
the fpced her legs could ufe, and, winged 
with love, (he was with him before I had 
moved three fteps from the fpot where (he 
had left me. I ftayed a little to fee the 
various emotions exprefled in their coun- 
tenances; (he more delighted to tell, than 
he could be to hear •, as the fatigues he had 
undergone had more afflifted her than 
him, to whom they were fweetened by the 
reward promifed to their fucccfs. 

When their mutual congratulations were 
over, I faw the young man was accom- 
panying his miftrcfs, as I imagined, to 
add his grateful acknowledgments to hers, 
' and that they might not have their more 
pleafing converfation broke in upon, by a 
return they thought neceffary, I dipt out 
at another door, and wandered on with 
the fame agreeable intention, 

I had 
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I had not gone far, wh^n my compaf^ 
fion was excited by the fight of it hut 
whofc outward appearance bore every 
•fign of poverty^ and when I entered I 
found the infide pcrfcftly correfponded 
with it. It was one general fcene of 
wretchednefs j the inhabitants were al* 
mo& naked) and feemed expiring with 
hunger. 

I was {o much ihocked at this figfal:> 
that I could not fpeak to them till a few 
tears had rejidcrcd my compaffion iefs 
painful. During tny fiiencc they begged 
relief with all the clamour of extreme 
aeceffity j but could not be nnore defirotis 
to receive than I was to give, which I 
did liberally, emptying my purfe into 
the lap of the mother of the family:^ 
whom I thought the propereft treafuref 
for the whole. ^ 

Without ftayiiig to make any acknow^ 
iedgments, or leaving me time to put 
my ufual queftion, the woman ran up 
ftairsi upon this a young girl, who 
feemed on the. verge of the grave, burft 
into tears, and was accompanied in them 
. by all the reft, except an old man, who 
fat by and appeared infenfiblc of all that 
paflcd^ 

I aiked 



I . afted the wnetchod meflgre race 
what oecdfioocd this fudden flow of griefs 
«fhen 1 bad ho.ped I had adminiftered 
j>f efiait relief to thdr aeccffitks ? 

The fickly girl anfwered> that *' to rc-^ 

♦^ lievc thou was bcyood the power of 

'^' any .being Iwt: him who coBli chaaage 

^' the heart. My mother's avaricc^^ 

added flic, ** will defeat the kind inten* 

^^ cion of your bounty; flac is not the 

*' real parent of any of ub. My father 

*' %yas eftceiBicd rich for one in his fta^ 

^* tioii, which jccmptcd the wonaan who 

*^ has juft been the objjeft of your gene*- 

^^ rous pity, to marry him, and thereby 

5^ to rcduec us all, wJbo were die chii* 

^' drcn of a former wife, to the greateft 

♦^ misfortunes ; that can arife from ex- 

^^ treme indigence. She is fo very co^ 

^^ vetou^ that ihe will not afford cloath* 

*^ ing either for hcrfelf or ug, or give 

^^ us any wholefome food ; the little fuf- 

^' tenance we obtain juft fuffices to keep 

*' us enough alive to feel the mifery of 

^' continual famine.- My poor father's 

^' underftanding was impaired by aftroke 

*^ of the palfy, in a year after Ihe mar- 

'^^ ried him, happily lofing thereby the 

** quick fenfeof his misfortunes. Be- 

" fore 
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** fore I was brought into fo very bad a 
*' ftate of health, I ufcd my utmoft en- 
*^ deavours to prevail on her to let me 
'^ go to fervice i but the e5tpence of 
«« cloathing me as was neceffary, if I 
*^ left home, appeared fo formidable to 
** her that fhe would never come into 
^' it?' 

I pitied this wretched family »morc 
than ever; and when the woman came 
down again I tried alt the arguments I 
could devife to prevail upon her to fuffer 
me to have the laying out of part of the 
money I had given her; but this at- 
tempt fo exafperated her that flie loaded 
me with abufe, and I went away the ob- 
jcSb of her rage and fury inftead of her 
gratitude ; but was fully refolved to pre- 
vail with Lord Dorchefter to adminifter 
relief in a more judicious manner to the 
Teft of this mifcrable famiJy. 



CHAR 
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CHAR XL 

I HAD nowdifburthcnedmyfelfofthe 
riches I had felt an incumbrance, 
though they were a kfs evil to me than 
to many others, fince they would have 
lain by me ncgleded and unthought of, 
inftead of betraying me into vice and 
folly, as is too often tiie confcquence. 
But greatly pleafed with having delivered 
up a property of which my indifference 
to it rendered me unworthy, I returned 
towards home, ftrangely perplexed with 
the unaccountable difpofitions I had bv 
held in this Ihort progrefs. Thi^ fubjedt 
deeply engaged my thoughts, when they 
were called from it by the melancholy 
entreaties of a woman who begged of me. 
She was fitting on the grafs, with two 
little children by her,, whom IJie was cry- 
ing over. 

I was now grieved that my purfe was 
empty, and reproached myfelf for my too 
iavilh bounty. Though I was barren of 
the means of relief, yet I could not for- 
bear liftening to the poor woman's ftory, 
moved by an appearance fuperior to fuch 
a degree of poverty. Her tale was af- 
fefting i an air of fincerity in her for- 

VoL. L , E row 
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row would have convinced me of her 
truth, had I then been taught incredulity 
by the obfervation of deceit ; but at that 
tJrne I ftiould have believed a more^ im- 
probable ftory, as nothing could have 
appeared fo incredible to me as that a 
perfon would utter a falfhood. I found 
the poor woman was reduced by misfor- 
tunes from eafy drcumftances, and that 
Ihe, her babes, and her fick hufband, were 
really ftarving. As her diftrefs was fo 
great, I defired her to accompany mc 
home, where I hoped to be fupplied with' 
the means of relieving her; and alfifted 
u> carrying her children, a burthen too 
great for her enfeebled body. 

Lord Dorchefter, who was returned be- 
fore me, being told which way I was 
gone, came out to feek me, and met mc 
in the park with one of the poor woman's 
babes in my armis, attended by her and 
the other. 

I did ^ot leave him time to enquire 
how I became thus accompanied ; for as 
ibon as he approached me. I told h\tn 
** I had been among beggarsr till I had 
'* learned to beg;" adding, that " af- 
'* ter I h^d fo much money, it was fhamc-. 
*' ful to aflic for more; but that I had 
*^- fpent all h,e had given me in buymg 

" cxpc- 
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^ experience, in making my own mind 
** wifer, and that of fome others eafier/* 
I then gave him an account of all I 
had done, excufmg my errors by my ig^ 
norancc of the perverfcnefs of the tem^ 
pers of his poor neighbours, by which t » 
had been taught that *' charity doeis not 
*• confift alone in giving money ; for that 
** thofe who beftow not time and care 
•• fufficient to difcover the merit and ne- 
f* ceflities of the objefts of their.bounty; 
** muft often -feed vanity, idlenefs, or 
** avarice, and render themfelves unable 
** to relieve real diftrefs.'* 

Lord Dorchefter, with a look of fincere 
afFcftioh, told me, *' nothing could make 
*' him fo happy as my affording him 
*' any opportunity of giving me pleafure. 
*« His fortune could in no way be fd con- 
" ducive to his happinefs-, and he 
V thought I had laid ^ out my moftey 
*' to the beft purpofe that ever any one 
•' did, fince fo much experience was 
•* never, he believed, fo cheaply? pur- 
" chafed.". . . 

He gave me a confiderable fom more 
with a chearfulnefs which fliewed the fm- 
cerity of hi^ word. 

Tiiis fupply afforded me the power 6f do- 
ing every thing rcquifite for the poor wo- 
E 2 man's 
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man's relief, a«d of eniabling her to 
avoid the like diftrefs for the future. But 
though money gave me, in this way, 
great enjoyment, yet I could not bt 
quite pleafed with the invention of cpin. 
I looked upon it as the meaos of unhap- 
pinefs, and therefore could not for- 
give it, though it purchafed me the fa- 
tisfadlion of reKeving Tome of the evils 
it occafioned. It appeared to me equal- 
ly a fpur to avarice and an incitement 
to luxury. The ready exchange of it 
foi" all comoiodities, i$> to the vain and 
voluptuous, as great a temptation to 
lavilhnefs in expence, as the eafincfs of 
laying it up i$, to the mifer, to indulge 
the avaricious dcfire of accumulating. 
People whofe defires are infpired by 
reafon. alone, can fodn ftey^ "I have 
*^ enough of every thing;" but vanity, 
avarice, and luxury, have no bounds ; 
they who are under their influence fuf- 
fer almoft as much pain from their un- 
gratified follies as the poor can feel from 
indigence. I foon perceived that luxury 
was univerfal J ; even the poorer people 
enjoyed fuch a fliare of it as furprized 
me, when I compared it with the plain 
fimplicity. in which I had been bred. 

I could 
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I couW riot recancile myfelf to man-* 
jncrs fo iinlike. my awn. 1_ was not fi^n 
acquainicd with many of their vices, 
they were fo unintelligible to me that I 
only acc^fed them of folly: fcutyet.l 
faw they were Void of the fimplicity 1 
found in my own heaft* My Lord's 
eondu6t fbewed him pofleffed with ma- 
ny virtues j but ftill I accufed him of 
inconfiftency, for I could by no means 
reconcile his cruelty to me with his be- 
nevolence toeyery other perfbri. Though 
I grew too' partial to hhw to continue 
inconfolable for being fepkrated from my 
beloved aunt, yet ftill, often to myfelfi 
and fometimes to him, I called that treat- 
ment cruel,' and bewailed it with many 
tears r efpecially when I rcflefted oh 
what (he muft have fuffcrcd from the 
time of my departure ; for I confefs I 
griev€fd 'more for her than for myfelf : 
my Lord's converfation had charms that 
afforded me great confolation ; but fhe 
could have none. I could not doubt his 
affeftion for tne| cvthry look, every 
woi-d,' expreffed it too vifihly to leave any 
room for uncertainty, i , Hi5 eyes were 
filled with adixiiration and tenderncfs ; 
he could fcarc^ly endure abfcnce for an 
hour; all joy would forfake his counte- 
E 3 nance 
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nance the moment he loft (Tght of me,. 
But the inftant I appeared again, his eyes 
Ihot raptures, and welcomed me before his 
tongue could Utter a word, k did not 
feem to me unnatural that a perfon who 
loved another fp entirely as I was con- 
vinced Lord Dorchefter did me,, fhould 
be defirous of fpending his life in her fo- 
ciety. Not that 1 could excufc fo forcible 
a method of procuring it^ nor quite under- 
ftand how fo ftrong an afFedion as ren- 
dered my company neceffary to his hap- 
j)inefs could be conceived in that fliort 
time. But I myfelf had found fijch an 
attachment grow in fo fmall a fpace, as 
made it not appear to, me abfolutely imr 
poffible i and in no other way. could I . 
form any fort, of excufe for Lord Dor- 
chelier^s yiolence, though my heart longed 
to do it ; for he had then got a flroriger 
intereft in it than I at that time imagined. 
I could not fufpedt him of any ill defign 
againft my innocence ; of all fuch views I 
was totally ignorant ; I knew not what 
they meant. The fliadow of fuch fchemes 
had never been reprefented to my imagina* 
tion, whofe fimple purity received no 
light from his behaviour ; which was fo 
modeft and refpeftful, that equal inno^ 
cence feemed to rule his thoughts. Since 

I learnt 
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I learnt how his mind was corrupted by 
the depravity of cuftom, I have often 
wondered at the command over himfelf ; 
but, perhaps, he. was fortunate, in hav- 
ing none to obfcrvet him ^ but one (o 
blinded by ignorance that ihe could not 
eafily fufpeft him«of ill. . I thought* his 
love more tender and more ardent than 
what my, auat and I had: felt for each 
other ; this I attributed to a warmer tem- 
per in youth,; and to the probability that a 
friendflbip for one of equal age might be 
ftronger than where there was a difparity 
of years, as the fimifitude of tafte and dif- 
pofition miift naturally be greater. 

A. woman fenfible. or the dangers 
aktendiog hi?r fituation, • might, perhaps, 
have taken .alarm- frequently when 'i faw 
no caufe for fear; thus far. my ignorance 
was convenient to his dcfign, who wilhed 
to engage my heart entirely before I 
(jould fufpcit him. iPpr this reafon ant 
elderly woman was appointed for my fer- 
vant ; a woman of fenfe, and more im- 
proved education than any one ought to 
be who could aflift in fo bad a purpofe •, for 
(be muft have known the motive of all the 
inftrudions given her, to which fhe fo 
clofely adhered, that I never received' the 
E 4 leaft 
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leaft hint from her that there ever was 
known- any criminal intcrcourfe between 
man and woman. Equal care was taken 
that no. book diould fall into my hands^ 
that might leflen my ignorance in this 
particular. My aunt's hiftory was kept 
as much a fecret by my Lord -as by hCT- 
fclf, or that might hrfve fhewn how much 
our fex had to fear from the other. To 
prevent my eyes from being accidentally 
opened, if I went much about in the 
i^eighbourhood, my Lord took care, on 
one pretence or other, after the little ex- 
curfion I have mentioned, that I fhould 
never go out without him or my fervant, 
who be defired might' attend me when 
be was obliged to be abfent. By fuch 
means was I kept in . an ignorance that 
now appears to me, on refleftion, almofl: 
incredible ; perhaps it will feem Hill more 
fo to your ladyfhip, for none can com- 
prehend the dulncfs of apprehenfion in 
the ignorant who never knew that 
ignorance. 
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DURING the remainder of the fum- 
mer, I- indulgedjiiny !namral taftc 
for rural beauties. ^Taught to admire na- 
ture In all her works, I couldf want no 
better -entertainment than what the fine 
iituation of Lord Dorchefter's houfc and 
park afforded me; efpecially when this 
was brightened and refined by his conver- 
fation, 'He continued to inftcuft my rca- 
fcn and pleafe my vanity at»tbe fame time. 
Child as- 1 was, he treatcd/my tinderftand- 
ing with' deference, and appeared to me 
nioft happy when hei converfed with me. 
He fpent almoft all his time with me, en- 
deavouring to open niy. mind.. When we 
-talked out, oi^'fat together, under the re-- 
fteftiing ibades the -park afforded us, he 
Vduld cuvA the converfation jo^the objefts 
around us, explain their natures and their 
iifes, would lead my -thoughts from the 
lefler tol^he greater; from, thfei. vegetable 
<reation''t6 the animal cecpnomy, >and 
Jbmedmfci rife to ftill fublimer fubjcfts. 
A talk tor which nothing but great affec- 
tion for ire could render tolerable to. one 
of an^ underftanding fo far fuperior. I 
E 5 could 
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could not but be delighted, when I ob- 
fcrved how gracefully he would, by letting 
down his own undcrftanding, endeavour 
to raife mine more to a level with it ; and 
that with an air of tenderncfs and pleafurc, 
not of coridcfcenfion, which by a feenung 
humility! affFonts our pride. 

I was fomet>mes inclined to fancy that 
he was not fo fenfrble of my inferiority as 
I wasmyfelf: if I made as poor a figure 
in his opinion as in my own, I thought he 
covild not look on me as^ a companion 
worthy of him •, and was afraid ' of men- 
tioning ray own coiifcioufnefs, \di\ \ fiioold 
open his eyes, to my foUy^ None ;adnwr$ 
knowledge fo much as the ignorant. My 
aunt was no philofopher ; my Lord feemed 
inclined to make me one; and when I 
blufhed at niy ignorance;^ . would fell me 
that '* in removing it'he)m«ani:iK)t'.t(JirCi^ 
*' prefent what he: taught as r^ceffary^.tQ 
" be known, only to open a fi^W t0 my 
" thcMoghts which (hould be produdtivie 
*' of conftant amufement, take .from foli- 
5* tucje alHanguor and wearijfteifs, j^nd.l^y 
.*' fharing my mirid in gayer fcenes^: f^cyre 
*' me iFrom the dangers attending a. to^aj 
" diffipation •,'* adding! that. '\%h^ pleA- 
" furc he received from obferving the 

f* <lJLiicknef$ 
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•* quicknefsof myapprehenfions, and the 
** clearnefs of my ideas, was no fmall in- 
'* ducement to Wm -to continue, as a de- 
** light to himlelf, what he dcfigned at 
** firft only as an entertainment to nie."* 
Every thing that bears the face of wonder 
pleafes a youthful mind, I was charmed 
with all the novelty which he reprefen^ed 
to me V I was almoft introduced into 3 
new world 5 nature wore a different face to 
nie ; my whole mind was engaged in con- 
templating her works ; and it was no fmalt 
proof of my complaifance that I fuffered 
the acquiring the French tongue to divide 
my thoughts: but Lord Dorchefter de- 
fired it, and to pleafe him I applied to it 
with as much earneftnefs as if it had been 
the higheft gratification to myfclf. He 
encouraged me by flattery on the quick 
progrefs I made, and, by his convcrfation, 
would enliven the dull Itudy of grammar, 
and teach me the languag^e in great mea- 
fiarc by difcourfe. . . 

My Lord's endeavours to amufe were 
not wholly applied to my nnderftanding : 
my hieart was to have its fhare ol^" pleafure. 
He made nac the diftributor of his fa- 
vours. If he gave relief to the poor, it 
went through. my hands. He enabled me 

to 
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to remove the diftrcflfes to . which I had 
been a witnefs, and indulged me in my 
defire of fearching after wrctehednefa in 
order to redrefs: it ; requiring n>e never to 
go unaccompanied by my fervant, when 
he could not attend me j a care which 1 
then cfteemed an additional obligation, 
I was more officioufly obeyed in the houfe 
than he was : his fervants feemed to have 
learnt from their mafter to watch every 
look that might fignify my inclination, 
which they would not give time to rife to 
a wi(h. They found this the ferene road 
^ to their Lord's favour^ to which I. was 
certainly indebted for. all dieir affiduity. 
flad real regard for me inlpired any one of 
them, he would have fhewn it more efpe- 
cially by warning me againft the bafe views 
which they who are acquainted with the 
jnanners of mankind muft know theif 
JLord entertained. 

In this manner my time paflcd, till the 
beginning of winter. I was conftantly 
employed, but. never weary, for every 
employment was made an amufemcntj 
and I had nothing to prevent my being 
really happy but the lofs of my aunt's 
coqnpany, and the melancholy refleftions 
which would arife whenever I thought. of 

her 
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her folitary ftate, and the grief (he muft 
feel on account of her uncertainty con-» 
cerning me. Thefe would intrude them- 
felves on my livelieft hours : if I enjoyed 
any entertainment, the remembrance of 
her would check my pleafure and reproach 
me for having given way to .any one while 
flic was in affliftion. Could I have ba- 
niflied thefe refleftions, I fhould have been 
extremely happy. The change of feafon 

i ' had not robbed me of all my pleafurcs, it 
only varied them. The eafe of my mind 

I never depended on the gay fcencs of na* 

I ture, nor can my chearfulnefs be clouded 

by heavy fkies overfhadowing the fun. 
Every thing that is agreeable is not ne» 
ccffary ; the decay of all vernal beauties 
fo little affefted me, that I was (hocked 
when my Lord told me we muft foon rc-^ 
move to London. I felt a fort of dread 
at the thoughts of a change of place ; the 
cruel ftatc of my mind, during the only 
journey I had ever taken, had made me 

I aflfociate very painful ideas with that of 

i travelling. 

My Lord endeavoured to perfuade me 
that I ihould prefer London to my coun- 
try habitation during the winter. He told 
me of the variety of divcrfions and crowd 

of 
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of company, which there, in conftant fac- 
cefliori, invite to amufemems. 
- This appeared to me- no bad opportu- 
nity of renewing a fuit from which I had 
for fometime defifted-, and accordingly I 
told him that fmce that place afforded fuch 
various entertainments, he could not find 
the lofsdf fo poor a companion as myfelf ^ 
it would, therefore, be the nobleft proof 
of his affeftion to comply with my ardenc 
wiflies of being reftored to my aunt, 
whereby he would bind me in eternal gra- 
titude to his generous humanity^ 

Dcfpair of fuccefs had made me fo long 
filent on this fubjeft, that 1 believe my 
Lord was the more Ihocked at hearing me 
renew my requeft : I never faw greater 
diftrefs in a countenance than was then 
impreffed on his; he made me no imme^ 
diate anfwer^ till fceming a littfe to recover 
himfelf, with a melancholy air, which im* 
proved the beauty of his face, then be- 
dewed .with tears, he prcffed my hand in 
his, and putting the other round my waift, 
<* can my lovely Ophelia,'* faid.he, ** wifla 
** to leave me ? can you be infenfibic to 
5' the misfortune it would be to me to lofe 
*' that focicty from which I can fcarcely 
" bear an hour's abfenoe ? Alk any thic^ 

" but 
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*' but.yourfclf, ^nd judge of my love by 
" the pkafjure with which I Ihall gra^t it : 
^* but ilife has no charms for me but in 
5* giving me the- power of converfing. 
** with you, ^nd to relinquifli one is giv- 
" ing up the other." 

J was fo moved m%h the efFeft pf what 
I had already faid^ that I could no longer 
\jrge my fuit ; I could not even wilh to go 
while he feemed averfe to it, but tojd him^ 
*« It was not juft to be offended with me 
** foi^ a defire to retujrn to one with whom 
" I had been fo long united in affedion,. 
" confequently ought to love better than 
" he could me in fo fhort a time/" 
•' Ceafe, my deareft lifeF" interrupted 
he i " ceafe to cxpufe yourfelf by an apo* 
" . logy more cr,ucl than the requeft. Com-. 
^* pare not the cold, the dull affcdtion of 
" ^n aunt, xq that you have infpired me 
^ wiihi her heart is incapable of fuch 
*>;[fti|ong fenfatipns. In pity to the tor- 
^' ,turesi your indifference gives me, con- 
>' ceal it 5 allow me a polTibility of flat- 
*• tering myfelf again that you make me 
V fonie return of affciSlion for all I feel for 
♦^ you ; dp not throw nie any more back to 
*' the pains of cruelleft difappointmcnt, as 
« you have now done by the renewal of a 
^ defire to which 1 had hppcd your h*rt 

** had 
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*• had ceafed to pronapt you. Surely I 
<* am the moft miferlblc of men •, to be 
♦^ able to impart and teach you every 
" thing but that on which my happii)e{s 
*' moft depends. Can your mind only 
" receive impreflions ? Is the hes^rt of my 
** OphelFa infcnfible to no diftrefs but 
«• mine ? Will flie who endeavours to re* 
*' lieve all other wretchednefs increafe that 
** which (he alone can cure ?•* 

Tears accompanied his words, and his 
head funk on my fhoulder. I could not 
forbear mingling a few with his, I grieved 
for having afBi<fted him ; and wiping his 
eyes with my handicerchief, endeavoured 
to repair what I had done with the ftrongeft 
affurances of my aHeftion, which indeed 
I never felt fo powerful as at that moment; 
and, with a warmth, which my heart in- 
fpired, aflured him " that gratitude to my 
•* aunt for herciare of and goodnefs to my 
«< helplcfs infancy, and pity for what flic 
*• muft have fuflFcred on my account, were 
«« the only fentiments that could make -me 
»* prefer her lociety to his." 

My unwillingncfs to give him pain 
made me ever after filent on this fubje<5b : 
I thought fuch tender afFtftion deferved 
my gratitude; and (hould have looked 
upon urging . this rcqueft as a greater 

breach 
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breach of that duty towards him, than my 
defining from an unavailing attempt was 
of my want of duty to my aunt. 

But neither the rclinquifhing that hope, 
nor the kindeft expreifions I could ufe, 
had power to raife my Lord*s fpirits ; his 
dcjedion lafted fome days, during which 
he told me, " all I did now was out of 
*' compaffion, what I faid before was the 
*' diftates of my inclination j and while 
*' that thought lafted, it was not in the 
** power of words to give him confor 
** lation." However, thcfe melancholy 
imprefljons, which fpread their infeftion 
over my heart, wore off before the time 
of our departure. 

My Lord's fpirits were not raifed by 
the neceffity of changing his abode : 
he fighed after the fcafon of leifure 
which left him to the free enjoyment of 
my company; whereas his winter occu- 
pations muft frequently divide us. This 
was a mortifying refleftion for me, who, 
both by inclination and cuftom, was now 
taught to think his continual converfatioti 
abfolutely neceflary to my eafe of mind, 
while I was detained from my folitude. 
But he would endeavour to perfuade me 
that I (hould be better pleafed in London ^ 

that 
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that novelty and gaiety would more than 
recompence me for his enforced abfence ; 
and with this notion he would increafe 
his dejeftion, though I often told him 
this fcemed rather the fear of hate than 
love, fince his uneafinefs arofe from the 
apprehenfion of my being pleafed. He 
raved at my infenfibility in terms that I 
could not well comprehend^ and n\ade 
me find that ignorance was dangerous 
when people are eafily offended, for without 
defign I had fcveral times difpleafed 
him^ 
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THE day before wc left the place> 
Lord Dofchefter told me that. ** jt 
*^ would be advifable for me to be filent 
** as to my birth and former way of life, 
'' as well as tO' the means by which I was 
*' taken from it ; for the oddnefs of the 
*' event would make people curious to 
*' fee me, and fo attentive in obferving me 
" as would greatly pain my natural ba(h- 
'^ fulnefs i and that if they perceived my 
^^ ignorance of the cuftpms of the world 

'* it 
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•* it would fubjcft' me to ridicule,'* He 
therefore advifed me " to give way only 
•* to filent wonder, if any thing furprized 
** me, except when he only was prefent ; 
" for to him my fimplicity and natural 
** remarks muft always be moft delight- 
♦* ful ; but that to others it would be un- 
•* neccflTary to give any further account of 
^^ myfelf than that I was under his care/* 
. Either my pride or my reafon was 
hurt by the concealment my Lord pro- 
pofed. I believe the former. Though un- 
taught, reafon might have made me con- 
demn thofe who could ridicule unavoidabk 
ignorance; yet only pride could make me 
fo warm in my cenfure. I told my Lord 
that " the openncfs of my difpofition 
*« made, me ill qualified for any conceal- 
** ment ; that it would be fcarcely poffible 
«* for me to hide' my ignorance entirely^. 
** and when any fighs.of it broke forth, 
" it might make me appear ridiculous to 
•• fuch as knew not my education j where- 
*' as thofe who dki could not be furprized 
« at the ncccflary effedls of it. That 
•* wqrc it a misfortune or a fault, it 
** ihould rather excite pity than mirth. To 
** triumph Qver the weaknefs of others,'* 
I added, '* is cruel, but when tbeir inferi* 

' «* ority 
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" ority proceeds merely from the want of 
'^ advantage and- opportunities of im* 
'^ provement, 'tis no lefs foolifli than 
^' inhuman tp be proud of a fuperiority 
*' fo obtained. To praftice virtue is to 
** live up to the diftates of pure and divine 
" wifdptn ; to know our duty, the end 
" and the defign of our creation ^ and to 
** n^akc it our rule (rf a6tion is to adorn 
'' with pure and warm devotion the au- 
'' thor of our being: to be not only 
•* humane and bcoevolent to our fellow 
'* creatures, but mindful even to what we 
^' efteem the lowcftwork of God^ is 
♦* wifdom and knoiyledge beyond what 
** your arts can teach ;- for by what 1 
** have already fcen, in leading raen after 
*• vain purfuits they make them negleft 
♦^ the ^loft important duties.'* • '' 

My Lord anfwered, "that what I iaid 
** was more agreeable to reafon' tharl 
*' cuftom. That the multitude were fdol- 
•^ i(h and inconfidcrate, and would both 
*' blame and praife without juft caufe. 
^* Such, opinions indeed a rational perfon 
" might think below their regard^ but 
** experience would teach them th^t 
" fools, like other reptiles, could teizc ifS 
** with tbcir jioife, notwiihftanding our 
^' juft fenfe of their infignificance* 

He 
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He then rcprefentcd to me <* how difa- 
*' grccable I (hould find it to have all 
*' eyes upon me whenever I appeared j 
•* every onei, if I fpoke, liftcning to hear 
** what the fair favage would fay, and 
** calling natural f eafon and fenfe, becaufe 
«* little known to them^ ridiculous igno- 
*♦ ranee.'* 

If he had not mollified the term of fa- 
vage, he might have incurred the anger 
fo juftly due to the people he dcfcribed -, 
• bathe gilded it with love and flattefy, 
and the vexation I had received at my firft 
appearance, from being gazed at, was fo 
frefh in my remembrance^ that it prevailed 
upon me to confcnt to the fileilce he re- 
quired concerning my paft life. 

This- was not the only thing for which 
he was. to prepare me : he now informed 
me that we mould not live in the fame 
houfe. This (hocked me, I knew not 
why ; I could not reftrain a ftarting tear • 
I felt a proof of abated love -, . but pride 
checked my uttering the accufation, whilft 
refentment, under the appearance of fur- 
prize and curiofity, enquired the reafon 
of it. My Lord told me, that '* his 
♦' houfe was not large enough to receive 
** me, with convenience to myfelf ; be- 

fide. 
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** fide, thsrt the great numbers of people 
** he was obliged to fee wpon bufmefs, 
" would be very troubkfome to me:" 
The delicacy of thefe. reafons, which I 
did not doubt were real, made me fpeak 
plainer -than refentment had done ; I af- 
fured him that " nothing could be fo vex- 
** atious to me as being abfent from »him, 
*« and that were we in different houfcs I 
** muft lofe a great deal of his company 
«' which I might otherwife enjoy, dpc- 
*' cially as bufmefs would engage him fo 
** much at home. For were I under the 
** fame roof, the fhorteft intervals would 
" allow me the fight of him," 

Though he was tranfported with my rea- 
fon for begging not to be feparated from 
him, yet he plaufibly evaded all 1 could 
fay, and brought me to acquicfce* though 
oot to approve. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

TH E next day we bid adieu to the 
delightful place, where every thing 
had feemed dedicated to my inclination, 
and began our journey to London, The 
firft day pafied agreeably ; the fecond was 
favourable for travelling, and we fct out 
early. But Hopping on ' the road to 
brcakfaft, my Lord left me, and went 
to make a vifit in the neighbourhood, ' 
where I was to call upon him after our 
neccffary refrefliment. 

Being told the chariot was ready, I went 
down ftairs, ^nd finding it at the door, 
got in, ordering the fervant of the houfe 
to tell my Lord's fervants to follow, not 
feeing them in the readinefs I expedled. 

As I had no doubt but my Lord's fer- 
vants knew better where to call upon him 
than I did, I made no attempt towards 
giving direftions, which could have been 
but very imperfeft. Indeed I had fcarce- 
ly time to feat myfelf, he drove on with 
fuch rapidity. I was not inclined to com- 
jdgin of , the hafte, for no pace could feem 
too faft for me that was to carry me to 
the companion whoft abfcnce, fhort as 

it 
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it was, I found time to regret. But af- 
ter proceeding with unabated fpeed for 
half an hour, I began to -wonder at 
the diftancc which my Lord had called 
trifling ; for we had gone fomes miles, and 
vet were not arrived at his friend's houfe* 
I grew alarmed, and could not help fear- 
ing that the coachman had not received 
fui&cient inftruftions ; I called to him, 
and exerted my voice to its higheft key 
to make him hear, but all in vain ; the 
road was extremely ftoney* and the noife 
the chariot, made io great, that my weak 
voice was drowned by it. I then recol- 
ledted that I had never known it rattle fo 
before i this might be the efFcft of the 
ftoneynefs of the road; but yet I won- 
dered I ihould not have found it, in 
fome degree, in fmoother ways. The 
lining and inGde appeared fo much 
the lame, I could not fufpedl I wis in a 
different equipage, till the coachman, 
looking half way round, I ithought, 
though I had but an impcrfedt glance 
of his face,, that it was not my Lord's 
lervant. I then looked out at the paint- 
ing on the outfide of the doors, and wm 
immediately fenfiblc that I was not in my 
liOrd's vehicle* 

I now 
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I now grew ftrangely alarmcfd, though 
I knew not what to think, and called 
to the man to ftop, as loud as I pofli- 
bly could, but with as little fuccefs as 
before; for my voice had not received 
equal ftrength with my impatience ; and 
after having fcreamcd myfelf hoarfe, was 
reduced^ to wait in filence for a lucky 
opportunity, to do what my efibrts could 
Dot ; imagining fomething muft foon ftop 
our extraordinary ipeed. In this hope, 
however, I was difappointed, for it conti- 
nued fome hours longer, which, fretted 
and fatigued as I was, appeared to mc 
an age. At laft, the chariot drove up 
to a houie, and fiopped at the door; 
but I was by that time fo confounded 
and hurried, that I was in a ktnd of 
ilupefa£tion, and fcarcely knew how to 
aik the queftions I wanted to have an- 
fwered. 

A fat old woman hobbled out of the 
houfe to meet us, and opened the cha^ 
riot door. My confternation was too 
great to allow of much connexion in 
my ideas ; 1 cried out, on her taking hold 
of me, for her appearance was difguft- 
ful, who are you ? where*s my Lord ? 
what place is this? not waiting foran- 

VoL, I. F fwers 
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fwers to kbe refpeftive queftions • till all 
iir^tc uttecrcd. 

'* Do not be In fuch a hurry, fvveet 
*f young lady," intetrvipted the fat gen- 
tlewoman, ** you are >vith friends^ my 
** pretty dear; his lordilhip's- honour will 
"be here by and by. You know he 
*« muft not come in broAd day-Jight ; 
^* but fear not, as foon as it is dark he 
«♦ will fly to four arms like affy i{>ar- 
•* row to his mate ; and pretty ones 
«« they are iti faith. Ay, ay, he has an 
*« hawk's eye for beauty, like to like, 
«* beauty to beauty, it Ihduld be fo. All 
> •* the women long ifer him, and happy 
" the (he that he Vouchfafes to take 
** notice of.'* 

If the firft fight of this woman di(l 
gufted me, her manher and difcourfe were 
ftttl more odious. As (he attempted to 
lead me into the houfe, I infenfibly re* 
lifted i I had no reafon to refufe it, but 
confufion and diflike direfted my ac- 
tions, and I (hould fcarccly have known 
how ftrongly they operated, had not 
the old gentlewoman continued, ** why 
^* do you ftare fo, fweet madam ? though 
** I am a ftranger, I will be as true and 
^l trufty t;o you as ever a woman you 

** could 
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** could meet with. You.fcein hugely tr 
« merfome tnuly^ but I warrant we fhaU 
** fee you raore couragioufcr by and i)y.** 

Conquering refiAance which was unini- 
tended, I fuffcred myfdf to be led intp 
the houfe^ where (he continued talking 
in the fame fulfome oiaoner, till no longer 
able to endure her^ I delired to be left 
-alone; a favour fhe would not grants 
without a little prelude to her comphancei. 
" Aprctty dear," cryed (he, ** (be wants 
*' to think a little.; ^cll^ ,wcll, think as 
*' much as you pleafe till evening. You 
<« tender ones love to pay it off with think- 
•^ ing : well^ thoughts, are free, as they 
*« fay, or the Lord have mercy upon us/^ 
Had not her words flowed evian m^e 
freely than her thoughts copld rile> I 
(hould have liked her company better, 
4ind foivnd jefe occafion to cry out for 
mercy, though ihe feemed to think free* 
doni of thought fo dangerous. The old 
woman, indeed, was nocrmiftaken in (up- 
(pofing I wanted to think, for 1 really had 
4)ccafioti for a little time* to compofe 
jny mind, in order to get fome light 
into this ftrange event; but little could 
reflexion give me ; I was more than ever 
•at- a lofs to guefs at Lord Porchefter*s 
F a meaning 
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meaning in all this, and thinking more 
increafed my perplexity* I repented that 
my diflike to the woman's converfa- 
tion had made me forbear trying if ihe 
could give me any information as to 
my Lord's intention, which was not im- 
poffible, as Ihe feemed fo weH apprized 
of the time he was to come there. My 
repentance was in no danger of being 
long, as a fincere amendment may rea- 
fonably comfort the repentant perfon, for 
in about an hour ft e returned, and gave 
me an opportunity of repaifing my neg- 
left, though not fo immediately as at her * 
firft appearance I hoped to dd ; for till 
I had flood her difcharge of nonfenfe, 
I had no chance of being heard. -Before 
I could makt an attempt to fpcak, flic 
-began. 

*' What ftill wilhing, and wiftiing the fun 
** to make hafte to bed ? yes, yes, to be fure, 
" the moon gives a more prettier light to 
*• fuch a fweet pair as you are. Well! a 
*' handfonier couple one would not wi(h to 
^< fee in a fummer's day ; you are a per- 
" feft beauty, fweeting; and a morecome- 
*< Her gentleman never trod this earth, 
*^ But, my pretty jewel, one cannot - 
^* live upon iliecr lovej you will love 

•« the 
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" the better for a little good eating and 
** drinking. Do not think you^^ftiall be 
" ftarved in this houfe ; here it comes." 
. Accordingly the cloth was laid and 
the table fpread in lefs time than (he 
had fpent irv her preface to it'v and fhe 
fi> notably beftirred herfclf in this part of 
her bufmefs^ that I could not make her 
liften to the queftians I put concerning, 
the reafons of my Lord's fo fuddenly al- 
tering the intentions with which he left 
me. I hoped for more attention whea 
that part of her employ was over, but 
found her thoughts had ftill a ftrongcr- 
attraction i for whet> the table was co- 
vered, her whole- faculties were ingrofled 
in doing honour to her entertainment, on 
which flie made fuch depredations, that I 
no longer wondered at her bulk. I had 
little inclination to eat, therefore repeated 
my queftions, but got no anfwer, ex- 
cept, •'^flic knew nothing of thatj the 
" firft fhe had heard of the affair was, 
" that my Lord would be there as that- 
•« night, and that fhe might expc6l me 
•* in the morning ; as for any farther de- 
** fign, fhe was ignorant of it." Find- 
iDg I coyld learn little from her, I in- 
treated her abfence, as foon as fhe had 
F 3 finifhed 
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finished her meal, and determined to waic 
tny Lorti's arrival with what patktsce t 
could. From hkn I hoped to. karn the 
occafion of this ftrange whim, for as fbch 
I could but efteem it ; and repined at my 
fate, that had fubjedcd me to be the 
ipoft of any one's caprice •» for it had 
really a very difagreeable effeft on my 
fpirits. However, as I grew more com-t 
pofed, I began to perfuade myfelf that a 
man whofc love had been fo very finccrc 
could not mean to diftrefs me •, he coqld 
not be much to blame ; chance mtift cer- 
tainly be partly in fault. With thefe re« 
fle£tions adminiftering what confolation I 
could to my mind, I waited the clofe of 
day, and when that arrived, I durft not 
call for artificial light, left my fat land- 
lady fhould accompany the candles ; and 
Ihc did not bring them voluntarily, I fup. 
pofc, from a notion that I was aflcep ^ 
for I got away by exprefling a wearinefs^ 
which was real, though a defire of fleep 
was not the confeq^uence of it 
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CHAP. XV. ^ 

AFTER I had been ibout an hour 
in the dark, I heard an equipages 
drive into the yard. My heart now felt 
a flutter it had never known before v thi» 
being the firft tinfie of any long feparation 
from my Lord, I was, till now, ignorant 
of the pain or pleafure of expcdation, 
I knew not how very dear his company 
was to me» till taught by being a whole 
day without it.- I immediately thought 
I penetrated his defign in this whimfical 
adventure;' imagining that he certainly 
had contrived it as a punilhment for my 
defire of leaving hin), and to prevent 
my re-urging that requeft, by making 
me better acquainted with my o\vn hearty 
which could never be able to begr his^ 
abfcnce. 

My impatience would have carried me 
to meet him, had not the want of light 
made me unable to find my way -, how- 
ever I was plcafed to difcovcr, by the 
hafte with which he ran up ftairs, that 
hp was not lefs impatient to fee me.. The 
door flew open, while his hobbling guide 
F 4 , puS^ed 
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puffed after him, with a pace fo unequal 
to his, that when he entered the room 
the glimmering of her diftant Bght ferved 
only to give us a very iniperfeft view of 
each other. I fcarcely could difcern him 
before I found myfelf in his arms. The 
rapidity with which he flew to me, and 
the eagernefs of his. embrace, aftoniflied 
and ftartled me. I never had Teen any 
degree of fuch familiarity in him. I was 
not fenfible of any impropriety in the cx- 
prefFions of afFedlion ; but without know^- 
ing a reafon for it, I was difturbed with 
this addrefs. I could not think fuch vio- 
lence . the neceffary confequence of love. 
I was as much rejoiced, I imagined, as 
he could be, and yet fuch behaviour did 
not 'appear natural to^nie. Suddenly we 
heard a fcream, accompanied by fome 
oaths in a hoarfer tone, which ferved as 
bafs to the fhrill treble of the affrighted 
old gentlewoman, and terrified me to a 
great degree. We prefently heard their 
fteps upon the flairs, and a man crying 
out " where is this difgrace to my fa- 
** mily ? reflore her to me, or this fword 
•« Ihall force her from you !" «' Never !'* 
anfwered the gentleman with me, in a 
voice quite different from my Lord's, 

*' never 
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** never fliall fhe be torn from thefe arms ? 
^ with my life will I defend her !" and 
caught fsA hold of me, who was endea-r 
vouring to run as far from thefe horrid 
threats as^ I could. Had not fear over- 
powered my fenfes, I might have per- 
ceived, there muft be fome miftake in this 
affair ; but fright and ignorance made 
me incapable of drawing any rational 
conclufions, and I had little chance of 
recovering myfelf; as the old woman en- 
tered trembling, with a candle, followed- 
by a middle-aged gentleman, who had 
his drawn fword> in his hand and fury in 
his eyes. A lady about the fame age 
came laft, though not behindhand ia 
anger, if one might judge by her coun- 
tenance or words, both very exprefllve j 
but not the (hrillnefs of her voice, or 
Iharpnefs of her tongue, a woman's only 
weapons,, could have terrified me fo much 
as that fame inftrumenr of fteeU Its ap- 
pearance was fo aweful in the eyes of the 
gentleman I had fuppofcd Lord Dor- 
chcfter, that he let me go, that he might 
the better oppofe his aflail^nt in the fame 
manner -, and the firft ufe I made of my 
liberty was.to fly to a clofet at the other 

end 
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end of the room, wherein I bolteci myfcif 
with the utmoft expedition •, for which I 
might not f^ conveniently have found 
time, had not the lady pufhed her fat 
guide with a violence which her legs, op- 
preflcd by their burden, could not fupport- 

Down fell the mighty load of flefli upon 
the ground j and the lady, not experang 
to overthrow fuch a mountain, had ex- 
erted her ftrength too far, and by the old 
woman's giving way was fo drawn off her 
bias that fhe fell over her. 

Though I continued to tremble more 
than did honour to my courage, yet I 
made ufe of the privilege the gJafs door 
to the clofct afforded me, obferving 
through it the fkirmifh from which I was 
fo happily delivered. The clamours grew 
intolerable; the old ^ gentleman treated 
the young one with fury, the younger 
returned it with fcorn •, names quite new 
\o me were given and returned ; each 
called aloud for vengeance^ but neither 
haftened to take it. Their fwords fhone 
bright indeed, but appeared fafe as in 
their fcabbards; as they were not quite 
refplendent enough to dazzle the eyes, 
they fccmcd perfeftly innocent. 

More 
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More vigoraufly did our foftcr fex exert 
itfelf; the lady adminiftered fuel to .her 
own anger by reviling the ftumfeling block 
,that had ignominioiifly brought her to the 
ground. She called her bawd 5 ennobling 
every fentence with that naine> which was 
fQ unknown to me that 1 imagined it a fy- 
nofliraous term for a fat woman. She ac- 
cufcd her of r4iining her daughter j and 
fjaving worked herfelf up into a proper 
fpirit, fell to beating her moft unmer(ii- 
fully. 

The vidim of her ragp roared all the 
time as if flie expeded every blow would 
end the life fhe had nourifhed with fo 
much plegfure and care. At laft, finding 
that defence not fufficient to deliver her 
from an enemy whofe ears had been too 
much accuftomed to her owri "troublous- 
** uproar** to be capable of being wounds 
ed by clamour, ihe tried her ftrcngtfv 
and ftruggled with fuch fuctefs, that flip 
extricated her arms from under her anta- 
-gonift, and returned the blows. The bat- 
tie now grew very hot : fierce were the' 
attacks and vigorous the defence: tongues,' 
inftead of drums, animated the combat- 
ants ; for they did not fufpend the exercife 
0f fpcedi,; though their hands fufficiently 

pro- 
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proclaimed their animofity to perfons of 
any tolerable apprehenfion. But they af- 
faulted each others ears with as much vie* 
lence as their caps. Abufe flew as thick 
as blows ; and it was not long before they 
were both uncoiflFed. The lofs of one cap 
expofed to view a fine head of grey hair^ 
though then cruelly difhevellcd, that feem- 
cd to denote more maturity of reafon and 
coolnefs of brain than was agreeable to 
what had paffcd. The other feized thefe 
hoary honours ; the reverence they fliould 
have infpired being totally extinguifhed by 
envy, which gave redoubled rage to the 
enemy : the fame accident happening te 
hcrfelf, unfortunately expofed a hairlefs 
head, for Time had been more cruel to 
her 5 however a few grafps made fuch vi- 
olent depredations, that, as Shakefpear 
fays, ^ (he made thele odds all even ;" for, 
getting the better of the partiality of Time; 
^Ihe reduced her adverfary to the fame bald 
ftate as herfelf. 

While the won^en (hewed an implacable 
defire of revenge, the wifer men (till coo- 
tented themfelves with only declaring their 
thirft for vengeance. Their refolutions 
fcemed all for blood and murder : every 
word threatened niaiming> fcarifications^ 

' wounds,, 
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wounds, or death; but they were too 
great philofophers.not to govern their ac^ 
tions, though their unruly tongues could 
not be controuled. They brandiftied their 
fwords, but each was careful to avoid 
giving any fcratch that might exafperate 
his antagonift. In Ihort, they ftormed fo 
•cxaftly in the fame key that neither found 
himfelf fo inferior tathe other as to be re- 
duced to call in a fharper aiTiCtant. Nor 
could cither prevail on himfelf to attempt 
the deftruftion each fwore to efFcdt, till. 
the old gentleman recollefting be might 
gain the honour of a murder without dan-^ 
ger of a mortal refiftance, prudently 
changed the objed of his threats, and 
calling to me under the flattering denomi*- 
nation of his fhamelefa daughter, fwore he 
would break down the door if L did not 
open it inftantly ; and as folemnly afTuring 
me that when he could get me within his 
reach he would pierce my difobedient 
heart. This, no doubt^, was a moft_ al- 
luring, invitation ;. he would have had an 
excellent chance of bringing me.outof my 
fandfeuary by fuch a declaration, had I not 
grown .fenfible that I owed my danger to 
a miilake, and therefore the fureft way of 
avoiding the cue was to redlify the oihej:. 

Though 
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Though as foon as I became convinced of 
the error which occafioned this buftle^ I 
began to find fome entertainment in the 
fray, yet my fpirits were in too difcom- 
pofed a fituation to be much plcafed. I 
refolved to (hew myfclf, to quiet the tem- 
pcft, but knew not how to perform it 
fafely : ftiould that old man remain as ob» 
ftinace in his error as the young one, he 
might deprive me of all fenfe before I 
could reftore him to his fenfes. • In age, 
anger will be fometimes quicker than the 
fight ; I therefore was refolved not to fur- 
render at difcretion, but purpofed to ca- 
pitulate before I ventured out of my for- 
trefs. I called out to them that ** they 
** were all miftaken in me ; that I was^ 
** united to none of them either by blood 
" or afFc£lion ; iand if the gentleman who- 
*' fuppofed himfelf my father would but 
•* give his eyes kifure to convince him of 
'* his error, I would come forth to them.** 
Thepromife I alked was given me, and 
I opened my door ; but 1 had not gone { 

two fteps into the room before the old 
man, whofe eyes were grown dim by age, 
and his reafon obfcured by paflion, ran at 
me with his fword drawn. I was flying 
-back into my afylum,. from whence I ^ 

(hould i 
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Ihould hot eafily have been again tempted: 
forth, had not the young gentleman ref- 
cued me from the fudden end with which 
my exiftence was threatened by catching 
hold of the outrageous father. Upon the: 
promife of not letting him go till better 
light had cleared up the miftake^ I con- 
fented to venture to approach the candle, 
which immediately fliew^d them all that 
they were in an error, and gave rife to a 
new kind of uproar, one exclaiming for 
his Harriet, the other crying 'X)at for his 
daughter ; and all appeared fo mortified 
to find a. ftranger in her place^ that I be- 
gan to apprehend a bad reception, efpc^ 
eially as 1 could give but very indifferent, 
anfwers no their various queftions. We 
were not long at a lofs to comprehend 
that all this confufion was occafioned by the 
fcrvanc at the inn having informed me of 
the readinefi of this young nobleman's 
equipage, inftead of the lady fo furioufly 
coiitefted, and by my heedlelTnefs, which, 
had prevented me from difcovering the 
blunder. The view of the company was 
HOW to deceive each other-, all declared 
the impoffibility of going in fcarch of the 
lady I had perfonaced, in fo dark and 
fo ftormy a night j ^fpecially as the Toad 

was 
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was intricate, and hard to find. But as Ft 
appeared this was a feintv for the old 
gcntlennan, I fuppofe, confidering that it 
would be difficult for him to fteal a inarch 
as he was lodged in the enemy's quarter's, 
thought it better' to relinquifh hisJiopes^ 
in order to difappoint die other. Accor- 
dingly he told him '^ he was convinced 
" he only defigned to bubble him, in lull- 
" ing him into fccurity, by agreeing with 
** hini in this point, and then letting forth' 
^ after the fugitive when he imagined his 
" cafy dupe was faft aflecp/* 

He acknowledged " he had entertaiiDcd 
" the fame intention himfelfv but recot 
^ lefting how difficult it would be. to e»- 
" ccute it, he was refolved to make it 
" equally fo to both.; and would not go 
*^ into bed the whole night, nor fufFer his 
« horfes to be unharneflcd, nor his fer- 
** vants to enter the houfe, unlefs his 
" Lordlhip would confeot that, their feiv 
« vants ftiould be fo lodged together that 
*' they could not be ignorant of each 
" other*s motions.'* Befides which,, he 
'* required.that the keys of the houfe doors 
'* fhoiild bedepofited in my hands, and that. 
« I fliould not deliver them up till they met.. 
** next morning at day-break^ promifing 

** then 



OPHELIA. U3 

** then to carry me to the town from 
*' whence I had by miftake been brought." 

The ill grace with which the young 
noblemkn agreed to a propofal that it 
was to no purpofe to rejeft, was a fuf- 
ficient proof that the old gentleman had 
not miftakcn his views. A fupper was 
now fcrved up, which 1 fuppofed was in- 
tended for a more amicable entertainmentv 
Every one eat as their feveral difappoint^ 
inents would permit them, but none fo 
little as myfelf. The fatigue and great 
agitation of fpirits which I had that day 
endured, afFefted me very much 5 and the 
uneafioels I imagined Lord Dorcheftcr 
would be under on my account, with my 
uncertainty of finding him at the town 
where I was to be carried the next day, 
was an additional weight to my fpirits. 
However, melancholy or ill humour made 
us appear much upon an equality; not a 
word was uttered by one of the company ; 
the dumb fliew of civility was fcarcely 
kept up •, and as ibon as fupper was ended, 
the elderly pair defired to have the con^ 
dition immediately complied with, and 
then to be Ihewn to their chamber. 

The young Lord would have deferred 
the delivery of the keys, on pretence of 

tket 
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the caflinefs of the hour, but prudence* 
or poficivenefs, qualities to be expeAed in 
old age, reje£ted all his evafions, in z- 
manner that (hewed his folly in prefuming 
to form expeftations on the e^fy credulity 
of one who had arrived at the age of fuw 
picion. 

At laft, yielding to ne^effity, he deHvered 
the keys into my hands, at the fame time 
intreating me to allow him an hour of my 
company 5 afTuring me in a whifper, that,^ 
*^ could he obtain that favour, he fhould 
^ efteem the accident to which he fhould 
•* owe it as a very fortunate one." Adding, 
that *• agknce of my charms muft ef- 
** face the imprcffion which any other 
*' might have made on a heart that had 
♦' never felt their fuperior excellence." 

This bombaft compliment was unan- 
fwerable to my grovelling genius y fo I at- 
tempted not to reply,, and found no incli- 
nation to grant his requcft-, for the fa- 
miliarity of behaviour which confounded 
and furprized me, when 1 took him for 
Lord Dorcheftcr, appeared odious to me 
fince I knew him to be another. 

My room was clofc to that wherein the 
gentleman and lady lay -, as foon as I got 
into it,. I bolted my door, the better to 

fecure 
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ftcure^etrufb repqfedln me, fearing left 
sDy Qtfccriipt migbc be made by the young 
Lord on the keys in my cuftody- Tho' 1 
was not acquainted with the merits of the 
caufe, yet I found myfelf inclined to the 
fide of the parents ; they had a natural 
right over their daughter 5 and might 
juftly have^demanded mjore duty from her^ 
than, according to the appearances of the 
affair, they fecmed to me to have receiv- 
ed. They had, among the articles of 
agreement, ftipulated for my lyrng neac 
them, which fecured me from moleltation^. 
Fatigue got the better of vexation, and 
gave me, perhaps, a quieter night thab 
any of the family. 



CHAP. XVI. 

HAD not a habit of early rifing 
taught me to awake at break, of day,, 
rfie noifc in this houfe of confufion would 
have 

——Broke the hands of flcep afunder^ 
And rous'd me, like a rattling peal of 
thunder.. 

The 



ti8 OPHELIA. 

«* her dinner and fupper too-, and if I 
«« had not been carelcfs and fodi(h I might 
*« now have been where I fliould be." 
Thus rebuffed, I refomed the filence, which 
^as never after btx^en by any of the com- 
pany, except by the cough of the old 
gentleman, who was fomewhat "phthyfical. 
. Wheij we arrived at the inn from which 
I had been fo ftrangely carried, the firft 
perfon I faw was Lord Dorchefter^ who I 
afterwards undcrftood,. and then hoped^ 
was watching at the door. He leather 
lifted than handed me oiit of the coach % 
i>eceiving me with an embrace, which I 
frankly returned, overjoyed at being once 
more reftored to him. 

My Lord led me into the inn* and widi 
looks of inexpreffible delight repeated his 
congratulations on my arrival. He told 
-me, that having waited at his friend's 
^l0ufe long after the time he expefted me 
to call on him, he grpw uneafy left feme 
accident had befallen me, and came back 
to the inn to learn the occafion of my -de- 
lay. He did not long remain in igno- 
-Tance, He found a very handfome young 
woman in the inn yard, almoft frantick -, 
«11 the people gathered about her, while 
Ihe, infenfible cf the ridicule to which ^flie 

cxpofed 
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txpofed herfelF) iameftti^d her ill Fortune, 
and uttered all the ex<:laTn^tions of defpair. 
Though the young lady's ftatuHes were 
altered by fear and anguilh, yet tiiy Lord 
recoltea^d thit he had beth acquainted 
With her in London, where flic was edu- 
cated by an aunt, with ^hom Ihe lived 
till herlafhCf, wh<Si though ^ than of for- 
tune, 'was vulgar ita manners' artd tew m 

\ underflanding, gave her his felrvant for a 

I mother-in- kw. 

The fcehe was changed : he was now 
reduced to a more abjeft ferVitude than his 
bride was iii before. This woman infifted 
on her daughter^ in law^s returning home; 
thinking her, while at a diftance, more * 
out, of her power than was agreeable to 
her love for her new acquired dominion. 

I Lord Dorchefter had heard of this melan- 

' choly change in the young lady's way of 

life, and had pitied her, but was now 
alarmed by the apprehenfions . of fome 
'much greater diftrefs. He enquired the 

^ caufe of her diftrafted behaviour, and re- 

ceived for anfwer *'* that it was owing to 
*' another young lady's having by miftake 
*• gone in the chariot defigned for her j'* 
by which means fhe was left without A 

\ guide 
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guide to the place where ftie was to go ; 
ut the occafion of her being fo very much 
diftrcflcd about it they could not tell, nor 
what fhe meant by continually exclaiming 
that " fhe was undone ihpuld fhe be dit 
** covered, and was the moft mifcrable 
f * wretch upon earth/' , 

My Lord afked who it was that had 
gone in the conveyance (he fo much re- 
gretted, when one of his fervants perceiv- 
ing him in the crowd, came up, and an- 
fwered his queftion by telling him " it' 
" muft be Mifs Ophelia Lenox, for (he 
** was no where to be found, and one of 
** the fervants of the inn had confcflfed, 
♦' that fuppofuig it her equipage, he had 
*' informed her it was ready." Another 
belonging to the. houfe foon confirmed 
this, by declaring " he faw me get into 
*' it, and had received orders from me to 
*« bid the fervants follow direftly/* 

My' Lord was polite enough to tell me 
that' he was now a fit companion for the 
difappointed lady, being almoft as mad 
as fhe was ; till his mind received fome 
confolation by confidering that the mif- 
cake could not lait long^ and that he 
might get fuch information from her as 
would enable him to overtake me. Up- 
on 
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on this, he. prevailed with her to go 
into a roonr, where he could niore con- 
veniently enquire into the affair, and (he 
might with more decency indulge her 
grief. 

The .young lady frankly declared to 
him, that from the time' (he left Lon- 
don (he had r^eived .the moft cruel 
treatment from her mother in law; who 
not cpnteoted . with the. fufFeririgs Ihe 
could herfelf inflift, had frequently exaf- 
perated'her father fo much againft her, 
that (he had led a wretched life. The 
beginning of that fummer, Lord ■ 
came into •^beir neighbourhood on a vi- 
fit-, he fooii xJiftinguj(hed her by his ad- 
i^icSts^ and, in the opportunities repeated 
v!(its. g^ve him, had prevailed with her 
to fly from aU the miJeries inflided on 
her, and commit herfelf ro his proteftion. 
The manner of her flight was performed 
according to the plan they had agreed 
otii when in the middle of the exe- 
cution I fruftrated, their fcheme by my 
unlucky miftake. 

Lord Doi'chefter told me, that out of 
a juft fenfe of the duties a child owes 
to her parent, he endeavoured to per- 
fuade her againft fo great a breach of 

Vol I. G her's 5 
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liers; advifing her to go to her aunt, 
and affuring her of his 'mofl: carneft en- 
deavours to prevail with her father to 
confent to her living there. 

His care was not unavailing : the young 
lady confented j and he hired her a cha- 
riot, fending one of his fervants to efcort 
her to London. All the fatisfadlion he 
received was from. having reclaimed her 
from difobedience i for fhe was fo ig- 
norant of what was to become of her 

after (he got into Lord -* *'s equi- 

pa^e (his fervanc being her guide) that 
flie -could not give the leaft account 
where I might be found.^— However, afttr 
rhy Lord Taw her fet out towards London, 
he and his fervaiws went forth on ^ fruit* 
lefs fearcb, till night and defpair of fuc- 
cefs brough them back to the ifin, with 
an intent of making a more cxafl: fearch 
the following day. 

Accordingly they purfued their purpt>fe 
the ne^rt morning as foon as day appeared ; 
but having been equally unfuccefsful as 
the night before, he returned to the inn, 
ftill in hopes I might be-. again brought 
thither. Reduced to this expcftation as 
his only refource, he was walking every 
way within fight of the inn> in the ex- 

tremefl: 
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tremeft: ' impatience,^ when' his attention 
was awakened by the found of two ve- 
hicles froni a crofs roid. ^Probability was 
-now unneceflaFyV die fmaHeft pofRbility^ 
is fufficient to flatter our expeftations in- 
any thing we ardently <iefire -, m^ Lord's 
hopes were raifed, arid were not difap- 
pointed, fot it wa^ our equipages which 
had given rife to them. 



CHAP. XVIt 

AFTER! had performed my part 
in giving an account of all the 
confequenccs of my error, and made 
fome fevere refleftions on my inid'^er- 
tencej Lord Dorchefter^ finding ehat the 
young lady's father and mother were in 
the inn, left me, in order to perform the 
promife he had given of trying the force 
of his eloquence on a mind too in- 
fcnfible to afford him any certainfty of 
fuccefs. . - 

Above two hours paffed in this con- 

ftuncCi at the end of which. he returned 

to me, and informed me that he had not 

only -prevailed on the gentleman to for- 

G 2 give 
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giv« his daughter's intentional difobc- 
dience, in confideration of her fincere re- 
pentance, and to give her leave to re- 
main with her aunt^ but had even ob- 
tained the permiflion under his hand, 
with a fetdement on his daughter, while 
Ihe continued thefe, to put it out of his 
wife's power to make him recall his 
promife. ., . 

I have related this affair as it >yas then 
told nie-; but I fhall now give your lady- 
fhip an exadt account of fome cirtum- 
ftances, which were concealed from me 
till fecrecy was of no longer ufe. "What 
appeared plain enough to my undoubting 
ignorance^ would fecm obfcure to thofe 
whofe knowledge of ihe world leads them 
to iee a deficiency in particulars. 

This noblen[>an had not been long in 
the neighbourhood of this family, before 
he began to make his addreffes to the 
young fugitive, and pretending to be un- 
married, he feigned honourable views, in- 
venting reafons for concealing iffrom her 
father. He at laft prevailed with her to 
make her efcape from her parents, and 
fly to him ; promifing to fanftify fo rafli 
a ftep by an immediate marriage. 

Thefe 
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Thcfe particulars flic related to Lord 
Dorchefter, who acquainted her with the 
deceit put upon her credulity; inform- 
ing her,' that ,the young nobleman was 
already married to a woman of rank 
equal to himfelf ; but was coo well known 
in the world for a debauched diflblute 
man. . 

After fuch a difcovery, it was not dif- 
ficult to convince her that his views were 
far diflFcrent from what he pretended, and 
that marriage had been only made the lure 
to draw her into his power. As love 
had not extinguilhcd her fenfe of virtue, 
little confideration was requifite to deter- 
mine her to fly a man unworthy her con- 
fidence or cfteem. But flie durft not re- 
turn home ; therefore could eafier refolvc 
what courfe to avoid than what to take. 
In fuch grief of mind, (he was incapable 
of thinking to any purpofe ; but Lord 
Dorchefter*s humanity led him to think 
for her, and, as I have faid, he pre- 
vailed with her to go to her aunt, from 
whofe goodnefs he encouraged her to 
hope a pardon for an adtion rather rafti 
than criminal, to which flic had been 
-driven by the ill treatment of her mo- 
ther-in-law as much as fl>e had been cn- 
G 3 ticed 
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ticcd by the man whom fhe loved too welt 
to fufpcd. 

As I had no notion a. man could be 
guilty of io bad an a£tion, I fimply be- ^ 
lieved the ftory as my Lord related it ^ 
who, chufing rather to take advantage of 
my ignorance, than to place bis hopes 
in corrupting the innocence of my mind,, 
thought proper to conceal circumftances 
which muft lead me into refledions that 
could not fail to alarm me on account of 
my own fituation. 

I had been fo "harraffed by the events 
of that and the preceding ds^y,. that my: 
Lord would not attempt to proceed any. 
farther till the jiext morning ; by which 
time he hoped 1 might be a little re- 
frefhed. 

The remainder of our journey was per- 
formed with fafety and quiet •, nothings 
uncommon happening to us the reft of 
the time. We arrived in London towards 
the clofe of the evening, and I was obliged 
to borrowed light for the gay appear- 
ance of the multitude of (hops with 
which it is filled, and, by being much il- 
luminated, th^y received double luftre. 
As all was new, all was remarkable to me; 
and at every thing we drove by " I 

" wondered 
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^ wondered >witH , the foolifli face of 
•* praife/'. What then paffed in my 
mind has convinced me that want of ex- 
jperieoce makes us as meer children at fix- 
tcen as at fix years old. Every gewgaw 
charmed me j every tawdry (hop amazed 
me^ I fpoke only in exclamations ; every 
k)ok flared aftoniflimcntr The vivacity 
of my fentiments made my folly the 
more confpicuous ; but it was at laft 
curbed by obferving how much my Lord 
was diverted with my behaviour, I wifhed 
him all poflible entertainment on any 
other fubjeft v b^^ my pride would not 
fofFer me to continue the objeft of his 
mirth. With much difficulty, I endea- 
voured to conceal my et^otions by fi- 
lence ; but I found that my eyes fpoke 
them as ftrongly as my words -, and my 
Lord ftiewed me to how little pur pole 
a perfon will pretend to aft the hypocrite 
♦« whofe thoughts are legible in the 
" eyes.'* He not only faw what my fi- 
lence woulcl have concealed, but the rea- 
fon why I wifhed to do it ; and, to gra- 
tify my pride, faid all that could ferve ta 
convince me that " ignorance was no 
«' reproach to thofe who had not the 
•^- means of learning -, all we received from 
G 4 *' nature 
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were fo clamourous under my chamber 
windows, as muft have roufed. even Som- 
nus himfelf. My fright was fo great, that 
I found myfelf at tlie window before t 
ivas fenfible I had left my bed ; the noife 
naturally drew me thither, in order to 
difcovcr the occafion of it : the crowd I 
beheld increafed my fears to a height 
that rendered mt motionlefs ; but I was 
foon relieved by feeing them move down 
the ftreet till they were loft both to my 
light and hearing. 

When the danger was paft which I 
imagined had threatened me, I endca^ 
voured to coxnpofe my fpirits and return 
to my bed ; but reft was no longer to be 
found there ; the hour was come for 
.the return of all my gay neighbours to 
their houfes, which was proclaimed with 
a noife that could not fail of difturbing 
the fober part of the neighbourhood. 
The peculiarity of a footman's . rap 
ftartled me very much ; I at firft fancied 
fome ftrange difafterous diftrefs muft be 
the occafion of fo ^reat a noife, but on 
more exa^ obfervation,. and hearing ex* 
aftly the fame fort of knocking at differ- 
ent doors, I began to difcovcr an art in 

it 



OPHELIA. . 13^ 

it. ill fuitcd to any fuch caufe. Having 
no notion of any other end in* knocking 
at a door than to make one's felf heard, 
I could not fuppofe thefe flourilhes were 
ufed for fo plain, and fimple an intent,, 
and at laft convinced myfelf that it muft 
be one of the pleafures of a people whom 
I thought capricious enough to . be capa- 
ble of any thing that was ridiculous.. 
This led. line to fom€ very feverc reflec- 
tions on the hearts of thofe who could 
indulge themfelves in fo foolifh an amufe- 
ment, at a time of night when they muft 
give great difturbance ' to pcrfons who^ 
kept regular hours, and might prove very 
hurtful to the fick. I then had re- 
co'urfe to all my learning-, and,^with the 
ignorance of many cenforious politicians, 
dcfpifcd the legiflature which admitted 
fuch t-ei:&ing follies-, and by drawing com- 
parifons between this negledl: of order, 
and the accounts I had read of the govern- 
ments of fome other kingdoms, found, 
in the difturbance of my reft, good reafon 
to^ quarrel with our conftitution : many 
of thofe who enveigh moft ftrongly againft. 
it, perhaps cannot aflign a better. But 
as politics, though enlivened by anger 

and 
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and cenfure, will, without oppofition, be- 
come languid and dull,, my wife and 
fcvere reflcAions grew compofing, and I 
again fell into a fweet flumber. Slicep 
now feemcd inclined to treat me like a 
flranger, not with the carelefs dull man- 
ner of an old acquaintance, letting me 
be loft in infenfibility ; but fparing no 
endeavours for my entertainment, repre- 
fented to me the cottage which had fo 
long Ihcltcred my youth, gave me to my 
beloved aunt^s embraces^ whofe joy was 
beyond utterance, and to be equalled only 
by my own ; Lord Dorchefter fhewing by 
his fmilcs the pleafure he received from 
our tranfports, and declaring himfelf re- 
warded by the fetisfaftion we enjoyed for 
the journey he had taken to reftore me to 
her, begged leave to remain a conftant 
fpeftator of our mutual aflFedtion. In 
this pleafing deception was I entranced, 
only to be more afflifted by this unquiet 
town ; for all the fweet deluHon was at 
once put to flight by a rap at my door 
with a club, as if defigning. to break it 
open, accompanied with a hollow voice, 
which though loud was unintelligible to 
me. 

I believe 



^^ 
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1 believe I was the more frighted for 
the quiet I h^d in imagination enjoyed ^ 
all I had hitherto felt was little to my prc- 
fent terror. I raa to my maid's room, 
which was next to mine, and by catching 
hold of her, awaked her. The fear im^- 
jiMTcflfed on my countenance, communicated 
itfelf to her mind i ihe was little able to 
infpire me with any courage^ till 1 made 
her underftaod the caule of my fear, by 
defiring her to liften to the dreadful voice 
which had alarmed me, but was now gone 
pad my houfe, and accompanying the 
forceable attacks the club was making on 
other doors* It was with difficulty that 
rcfpeft, affiftcd with a little pccviftmcfs at 
being fo unneceflarily difturbcd,, reftrained 
her ^om laughing at my fears ; but with 
all the civil gravity Ihe could afllime, (he 
informed me of the nature of the griev- 
ance, and made me liften to the words 
which had appeared unintelligible to me, 
till I underftood enough to be convinced 
that they concerned only the hour of the 
night, and the weather. I had not been 
inclined to believe this on her word, fuf- 
pefting (he meant only to deceive me into 
a quiet ftate of mind ; and thought her 
invention very poor, if it could furpifti 
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her with nothing better than fo ridiculous 
a pretence, as that people fhould pay mo- 
ney to be told the hour and the ftate of 
the weather, which, if they were afleep,. 
could not be of any confequencc to them, 
and if they were awake they might learn. 
with lefs clamoun My ea^, and fome 
hotter reafons (he gave me for the inftitu- 
tion of watchmen, at laft convinced me,. 
and I left her to Bnifti her night*^ reft,, 
but not to mend mine, for the repetition 
of the paft noifes, and the variety of 
new ones which fucceeded them, loon * 
overcame my hopes of fleep, and I quit- 
ted all endeavours after it with my bed, . 
fpending the reft of the night in reading; 
and meditation.. 



GHA-P. 
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CHAP. xvim 

IH AD long been well acquainted within 
the firft dawnings of day ; but was - 
now, for the. firft time,, deprived of the 
Cghc of the rifing fun, when clouds did 
not conceal it from human eyes.. It was 
an objedt that always delighted me ; nor 
had I been accuftomed to behold the 
morning light with- heavy eye-lids andi 
fatigued fpirits, which want of fleep now 
made me expei-ience ; but as the defire of: 
looking on a more agreeable fcene than 
a narrow ftreet, had led me into the 
dining-room, from whence I had the 
view of the park ;. wear inefs of body and 
mir^d tempted me to lie down on a fopha^ 
which made part of the furniture of the 
room ^ and here my fituadon being much 
quieter, I enjoyed a little reft, which fuf- 
ficiently refrefticd me. 

The fight of a great town cannot but 
amufe a girl bred in folitude: the con* 
courfe of people in the ftreets was a ftrange 
appearance ^ all the world feemed abroad, 
I fancied the people were at once feized 
with an inability of fitting ftill. But tho' 

all 
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all I faw excited my wonder, yet it did 
not fufRciently engage my attention to 
prevent my growing impatient for Lord 
Dorchcfter's company. I had long been 
accuftomed to fee him every hour ; to 
pafs a whole day abfent from him was 
mifery. I watched, at the window in 
painful expectation of his arrival, till even- 
ing robbed me of the power of diftin- 
guilhing objefts. In this uneafy ftate of 
mind 1 fometimes feared fome accident 
had befallen him> or that he was fick ; at 
others, 1 apprehended a ftUl greater evil, 
that the want of defire, not the want of 
power to vifit me, occafioned his long 
abfence. This thought brought me a 
relief from tears, that enabled me to 
combat the evils my imagination had 
raifed ; but before fcven o'clock I had a 
better cohfolation^ for at lad Lord Dov^ 
chefter's coach ftopped at my door. 

My ipirits were fo much lunk with the. 
pains of impatience that I coufd not re^ 
ceive him with that joy in my counte- 
nance which the pkafure he fhcwed in 
feeing me dcferved- He flew up ftairs 
with fuch rapidity, that there was not a 
moment's fpace between the flopping of 

his 
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hi$ coach at the door and his entering 
the dining robm. 

He approached me with inexpreflible 
tendernefs, complaining of the tedioufneft 
of every minute of his abfence, and of the 
cruel circumftances which had deprived 
him of a poffibility of coming to me till 
then. 

Having infolence enough to be piqued 
at not feeing him earlier in the day^ I re- 
plied, « that it muft be almoft impoffible 
•'. to many people to deprive themfelves 
** of amufements and good company, 
" without thev had a ftronger inducement; 
•* than a charitable defire of relieving the 
" folitude and enlivening the mind of 
*' one who could return them no enter- 
« tainmcnt to recompence them for the 
•*- facrifice they made to their humanity ; 
** and as I preferred his happinefs to my 
^' own, I was glad he had not endeavoured 
" at fo difficult a taflc." My eyes, I be- 
lieve, exprefled fome refentment ; but they 
were not free from gathering tears, which 
Ihewcd my grief was at lead equal to my 
anger. He, in return, reproached me 
for my inhumanity in giving Him fuch d 
reception. " Was the pleafure,'* he faid, 
^[ ^hich he had been longing for all day, 

" turned 
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** turned into the mprtification of finding 
*' me offended with hin> for the Hioft 
^* cruel difappointment he had ev^ expe- 
•« ricnced ?** He protefted that " he had 
** never fo ardently wifhed for my com- 
•* pany ; and was incapable of receiving 
*' pleafure from any thing elfe.*' He then 
related the vexatious circumftances by 
which he had been prevcfited from coming 
iboner, gave me fuch ftrong aflfurances of 
his affeAion by Words^: and fo- much 
fironger ftill in the filent language of his 
eyes, that I could not refill fuch tcftimony : 
themoft obftinate incredulity eould not 
ftand before the tendernefe fo vifible in his 
expreffive countenance, 
'. The perveffe temper in which JLord 
Dorchefter had found me^ferved the more 
£o recommend the good humour that fuc- 
cecded it ; for want of a little interruption 
it had begun to appear an habitual eafi* 
nefs ;. and that, though always .conveni- 
ent, muft ceafe to be meritorious when it 
is difcovercd to be involuntary. Befkles^. 
my peevifhnefs Ihewcd him as well as my- 
felf, how neccffary hi^ company was to 
my happinefs ; a circumftance that could 
not but be agreeable to. him, and could 
not be painful to me while every \^liih was- 

gratir^ 
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gratified by his prelence ; and tba charms* 
of his coQverfation left no room for re- 
flc(aioni. 

We both complained of having been 
fi) long ;fcparated ; and the joy we ftiewcd 
in each other's compan-y proved that nei- 
ther had exaggerated in the defcription of 
v^hat each had fufFered for want of it : 
confcibus of no motive that required 
concealment, and ignorant of the cuf- 
toms of the world, I faw no reafon for 
expatiating lefs upon my unealinefs on 
that fubjefi: than on any other. I knew 
not that the world would have allowed 
me to have grieved for the lofs of ^ 
parrot, to have been wretched at miffing 
a mafquerade^ miferable at being deprived 
of the fight of a new opera, or diftreffed 
to the laft degree at being difappointed of 
the principal part of the company at an 
approaching drum ; but would never have 
forgiven me for declaring my regret for. 
the lofs of the mod agreeable compa- 
nion that fociety could afford me, if tnat 
companion happened not to be of my 
own fex. I by no means apprehended,t 
that to declare I was pleafed with the con- 
vcrfation, and touched with the affedion 

o£ 
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of one tenderly attached to me, was an 
offence to decency, if the perfon did not 
wear the fame fort of drefs as myfelf* 
What my heart innocently felt, I thought 
my tongue might unreproaehably utter ^ 
and accordingly, in the folnefs of my 
heart, fpoke as frankly as my Lord, and 
with all the eloquent warmth of truth-, 
defgribing the painful fenfations and me- 
lancholy rcfleftions to which his abfence 
had given rife, as well as the fatisfaftion 
in their being at an end, which recom- 
penced me for all the paft fufferings. 
Bleffings, by long poflcffion grow fo fa- 
miliar, that we at laft become infenfible 
of their wonh, though they influence 
our whole lives, and conftitute our fe- 
licity. We fcarcely refleft on the ufe 
of the fun, unlefs fome withering planta- 
tion, that has been deprived of his kind- 
ly rays, reminds us how neceffary he is to 
all exiftence. 

We knew not how to part again, fince 
when once afunder it was in the power 
of pcrverie circumftances to keep us fo ; 
and much of the night was fpent before 
Lord Dorcheftcr could prevail on himfelf 
to leave me. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX, 



I HAD not been many days in London 
before Lord Dorcheftcr defired I would 
permit him to introduce me to Lady Pa- 
Icftine, a relation of his^ whofe houfe was 
the rendezvous of all the polite people in 
town, and where he aflured me I IhouU 
be well entertained. , 

The vivacity of my temper made mc 
incline to novelty and amufement, there- 
fore I readily acquiefccd, A day was 
fixed, and I was dreffed with the utmoft 
elegance, and at no inconfiderable ex- 
pence. As fafhion, not fancy, was to be 
my guide, I left the care of adorning my 
perfon to my maid, who exaufted her art ; 
and I dare fay I (hould have beheld the 
efFcfts of her labours with fome compla- 
cency, had I not been apprehenfivc of be- 
ing gazed at for the uncommonnefs of my 
education ; an impertinence by which I 
had fufficiently fuffered on my firft arrival 
at Lord Dorchefler's ^ and indeed, in my 
road to it thefe fears made me more dif- 
pofed to find faults than beauties in my 
perfon. But my vanity taking alarm at 

this 
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this fudden fit of humility, brought Lord 
Dorcheftcr to its aid, who fo ftrcngthcned 
its party, that I promifed with pretty 
good courage to follow him to Lady 
^Paleftine*s, where he was to jgo before in 
order to be in readincfs to introduce me. 

Nothing had fo much contributed to 
make me eafy as his Lordfhip*s affuranccs 
that no one but Lady Paleftine knew any 
thing of me, nor would ever fcarn from 
her niore than that I was a young woman 
to whom he was guardian ; and thercr 
fore I had no reafon to apprehend any 
obfervation^ but what my pcrfon excited ; 
and he affured me that my drefs and air 
were fo conformable to thofe of the 
reft of the world, that there was no 
room to fufpeft I had ever been fecluded 
from it. « 

My Lord did not explain to me v/hat 
was gencrSiUy underftood by the word 
gifardian; but mentioning it as a com- 
mon thing, had I conceived any doubts 
about the propriety of my fituation, he 
would thereby have removed them : but 
I was far from imagining that being under 
the care of a gentleman, however young 
and agreeable he might be, was any inde- 
corum, I did not fufpeft any one of in- 
clining 
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dining to a vice, of whofc ^xiftence I 
was cotally ignorant ^ and if L liad been 
m that pariidula^ better Hiformed,! lliouM 
have thought nothing fd- greatf a- fecili^ity 
as bdng under a mdn*s |)6ciiHar ca^e and 
pi^t^£tion. Somektiow^le^eof the;w6rki 
t&«pas ' riecelfiry to m^ke • nie \k:\kvc any 
one could 4?v4ih to injwre another; long 
ex^perienci onTy Convinced' #ie that af man 
c6uld think of injuring ohd^hdm hi waS 
bound by ifcvfery tye of real honour and 
humanity to defend; wfr could lefs havi 
tau^t me that hien who aft with the 
ftrideft integrity to their own fexi {hoBld 
imagine thertifelves- lefi^ oWi^ed. to do fo 
by <5wi, "when ' they' ackno\^cd^cd^ that 
Nature, by giving its :g^e^tcf gentfcnefe 
of mfeidi and more delicacy of /body, 
makds ufr dependant oh thefm 5 which cuf- 
tom has, th<-ough pofky, not only con*- 
firmed -but increafed. ^ 

But ft ifetime to-ettd refledibns, which 
will "be thought the id^egs^ of'my reclufe 
cducatioti, and defpifed as -vulgar andpu- 
fitartnical by the free afrid polite world, 
who are above fuch low reftraints as I may 
be wiUmg to recommend ; I Ihall there- 
fore proceed with my ftory.' 

With 
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With fome palpitation of heart, I went 
to Lady Palcftine : I kpew (he was to have 
compaqjr^ and the expedbattop of feeing, 
perhaps,, a dozen of peopljS together, dlf- 
compofed that aukward bafiifui^fs which 
was the confequence of the folitude I had 
lived. in>5 but the flutter of my fpirits w^s 
turned, into a real terror on the iervants 
throwing iopen the door of the fkft room, 
which expofed to my view fuch a con- 
courfc or people as I had never fcen, 
nor afiembled together in indignation. I 
turned my back upon them ; and fear b^- 
ing given as the beft defence to the 
weaker p^rt rf the cre^tiorit was detei> 
mifned to run down ftair3 as fait as I could ; 
but Lord Ij)orcheftc/", whp waited juft by 
the door, though in my fright I had over- 
looked him, caught hold; of my hand, ancl 
then endeavoured to ftop me by giving me 
courage to encounter the ^y^ps of fo large 
a company: he lavilhed upon ifte that 
beft cordial to dropping vanity, flattery, 
^nd undertook to perfuade me to endure 
to be looked at, by afTuring me that " I 
" mufi be the objeft of the admiration 
"of every one who beheld me ; and that 
" if I found myfclf niiore gazed at than 
" the reft of the company, I might be 

" certain 
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♦* certain it was from being more admired.'* 
This argument has reconciled many wo- 
men to univerfal obfcrvation ; but with 
one educated as I had been, baftiful- 
nefs muft be proof againft it -, however, 
he urged one motiye that infpired me with 
courage to follow him up the room, 
which was ftiewing me how much I (hould 
oblige him by doing fo. To give him 
pleafure I could have performed more dan- 
gerous -adventures, tho' the pafling thro* 
£ich multitudes appeared very tremen- 
dous. 

When Lady Paleftine faw me, (he came 
towards us, and received me in the mod 
oblfging manner ; fpoke in the higheft 
ftrain in praife of my perfon, and thanked 
my Lord for giving her the pleafure of my 
acquiaintance. This flow of politenefs I 
received aukwardly enough ; I was at that 
time, by confufion, rendered as incapa- 
ble, as I was unqualified by » nature for 
returning fuch compliments ; expreflions 
of good- will, that I knew were diftated 
by truth, my heart could acknowledge, 
and therefore my tongue could repay, 
but her ladyfhip foared above my humble 
conceptions. 

Vol. I. H As 
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As the largenefs of the affembly made 
the fpherc of Lady Paleftinc's care and 
attention very extenfive, (he could not 
devote any great portion of her time to 
one perfon ; therefore I had fiifficient lei- 
fure to indulge my curiofity by obferving 
the company •, for tho' my Lord did not 
go to any great diftance from me, yet 
he was fo engaged in converfation with 
all the people around him, that he did not 
interrupt my obfcrvations. There was 
ibmething fo aO^ionate in the addrefs 
of moft of the company to each other, 
that I was happy to find the people among 
whom fortune had thrown me were fo in- 
clined to friendfliip. I conceived a very 
favourable imprclfion of the whole fbclety, 
but was particularly pleafcd with one lady, 
for her lively and affeftionate expreflions 
of joy at meeting with another ; and 
found myfelf fo attrafbed by the amiable 
difpofition I thought I difcovered in her, 
that when (he left that dear friend, I 
could not forbear following her to the 
next : but how was I furprized to hear her, 
after praftifing the fame addrefs, com- 
plain of the penance (lie had undergone, in 
being obliged to fuflfcr, for a whole quar- 
ter of an hour, the converfation of the 

lady 
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lady file had left with all the tokens of 
i^gret, A fecrct horror at fuch falfhood 
took place of my beginning attachment^ 
and I flew from her as from a wild bead ; 
I believe too with a like terror in my/ 
countenance 5 for Lord Dorchefter, whofe 
eyes were always upon me, enquired the 
caufe. The manner in which 1 related it 
Ihewed how much it afFeded me, and I 
was amazed to fee him fmile at it. I could 
not forbear alking him ** why he chofe 
" to affociate me with fo vile a fetof peo- 
" pie ; for furely they woiild fcruple no 
** crime who coiild unrieceflarily be guil* 
*' ty of fuch flagrant falfhoods." Nor 
was I better contented when he told me 
thefe were expreflions ufed by every one, 
but believed by no body ; meer words of 
courfe. This made no difference in my 
opinion, but by giving me reafon to add 
the charge of abfurdity, in thus direfting 
the only end of fpeech to the crime ot 
infincerity ; it fcetned to me a method of 
ranking ourfetves with the dumb part of 
the creation, in fpite of nature ^ all the 
diftindion was, that thofc nature made 
fo, could not pronounce words, and die 
others rendered themfelves fo by uttering 
no meaning. I could not poflibly allow 
H ^ that 
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that the obligation of joining in fociety 
requiried any more of us, than td bupy our 
diflikej in filence-, to conceal a truth, 
y^hich, if known, may hurt, and can be 
of no fcrvice, may be a duty, but to 
pretepd aft afFcftion we do not feel, I 
cfteemed criminal ; and to exprefs what 
we know will not, and what we did not 
intend fhould be believed, appeared to me 
an excefliye folly. The difguft this little 
incident gave me, made me attend Icfs to 
the converfation, and confequently more 
to the perfons of the company •, a change 
that was not at all to my eafe j for I now 
found I had every one's eyics upon me; 
where-ever I placed myfelf I was the prin- 
cipal objeft; to move was to little pur- 
pofe; the eyes might be different, but 
they were ftill alike fixed on me. The 
gentlemen were more particularly troublc- 
fome in. this refpetft-: if 1 fat down in 
hopes of liiding myfelf, it only drew them 
nearer, left any one. fhould fcreen ^ne from 
their fight. My u'neafinefs* was vifible.in 
my countenance ; for I heard one gentle- 
man fay to three or four others, '' come 
** away,. it is cruel to put any one fomuch 
*' out of countenance." "That may be," 
anfwered another, " but it would be more 

" cruel 
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** cruel to myfelf to comply with a ba(b- 
" fulnefs that adorns her." 

All the flattery with ^which Lord Dor- 
chefter had endeavoured to arm me againfl: 
the efFefts of fuch general obfervations, 
had now no longer power over my mind •, 
I could not perfuade m^yfelf that I attraded 
the notice of the company by any thing 
but a ftrangenefs in my air and manner ; 
and I was the more convinced of it by the 
contemptuous glances of many young la- 
dies. 

My Lord had informed me, that fome 
ill-natured and fome ill-judging people 
would defpife others for their unavoidable 
ignorance of the follies of the world, tlio' 
the knowledge of them could have no 
good tendency. Thefe figns of unde- 
fcrved contempt gave me no favourable 
impreflion of the ladies •, yet I liked iheiu 
better than the reft of the company : they 
looked lefs pleafed indeed, but then they 
looked lefs at me, and that fully recom- 
penced.me for their fcorn. 

I at laft got Lord Dorcheftcrto approve 
my going home, and he immediately fol- 
lowed mA but found me fo much hum- 
bled that I was quite dull. To cure me of 
my humility was therefore much hi? in- 
H 3 tereft; 
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tereft ; and he laboured hard to perfuade 
me into the belief he haci before tried to 
infpire; and to convince me, defired I 
would another time obferve the difference 
between my complexion and thofe of the 
reft of the ladies, I was not fo humble as 
to have overlooked that circumftance ; I 
had perceived a great deadnefs in the beft 
complexions in the room ; and as I did 
not fuppofe there could be any thing very 
particular in mine, fancied it a ftrange ef- 
fe<a of the light, till various opportuni- 
ties fhewed me the contrary. This ad^ 
vantage I could never attribute to any thing 
but having always kept fuch early hours 
as nature feems to have dcfigned, having 
lived continually in the air, tho* not much 
expofed to the fun, and on fo very (pare a 
diet, as by giving me the pureft blood 
imaginable, might communicate an ex- 
traordinary clearnefs to my ikin. 

I foon forgot the uneafinefs I had un- 
dergone-. Lord Dorchefter's converfation 
banifhed every painful thought ; and the 
pleafure he feemed to have received from 
my appearance, recompenced me for what 
I had fuffered for it. 

Lady Paleftine returned my vifit the next 
morning •, and invited Lord Dorchcftcr and 

myfclf 
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myfelf to dine with her the day following, 
without any other company. She was fo 
cafy in her converfation, and courted my 
acquaintance fo politely, that, in a few 
days, we became what the world calls in- 
timate V that is, we faw each other often, 
and converfed with freedom and chear- 
iFuInefs. I found no inclination to a real 
attachment to her 5 fhe was rather amufing 
than engaging; (he had a good deal of 
wit, but diflipation had robbed her of her 
judgment. She was the life of a circle^ 
but a dull companion tite a tite\ and, as 
if flie was fenfible of this, (he avoided them 
as much as poiTible, and delighted in a 
crowd. ,Hcr greateft happincfs was a ge-. 
neral acquaintance \ a bkfling to which (he 
had attained 
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CHAP. XX. 



YOUR ladyfhip perhaps begins to 
wonder that Lord Dorchefter, with 
the views which you will fuppofe he had, j 

would introduce me to a woman of fa- j 

Ihion, where I might gain a knowledge of { 

the world -, which, if it did not corrupt j 

me, might fruftrate his defigns by difco- J 

vering them to me. That I may not leave 
this improbability on your mind till the '. 

courfe of my narration clears it up, I will 
venture the difcovery, and inform you 
now, of what I long remained ignorant : 
for the manner in which I at laft came by 
the knowledge, you muft wait till the 
courfe of my ftory leads me to it. 

Lady Paleftine, I have already faid, j 

was a woman of wit, and of confiderable 
rank ; but her fortune was by no means 
'equal to her fplendid way of life. At 
fifteen fhe was married to an old man, 
who, as he did not gain her afFeftions, could 
not greatly influence the conduft of a wo- | 

man who had been better inftrufted in 

politenefs 



OPHELIA. i^j 

politenefs than in prudence. Lord Palef- 
tine's fondnefs made her miftrefs of her- 
felf from the day of her marriage. 

The ^natural vivacity of her temper, 
and the diilike to a companion of an age 
fo ill fuited to her own, led her into 
all the diflipations which the gay world 
affords : her beauty^ with the other fa- 
vourable circumftances of her lituation,: 
attrafted the other fex ; no woman had 
more admirers; naturally vain and lively, 
all received encouragement, and few who 
ftrongly attached themfelves to her could 
complain of her cruelty ; howevei-, as my 
Lord was pleafcd, the world was too- 
obliging to take offence. The good-na-; 
tured, in fileoce pitied her errors ; the cen^ 
forious, expeding a fpeedy rupture from 
her bad conduft, did not think mere an- 
ticipation worthy the attention of perfons 
accuftomed to the more ingenious exer- 
cife of invention ; and as the confequences 
they expefted from her irregularity made 
her kfs the objciSl of their envy than 
women, of a kfs blameable behaviour, 
they thought her an unworthy fubjedt of 
diicourfe, and neglefted her. Every one 
indeed called her imprudent, but were 
not the lefs defirous of her acquaintance, 
H 5 fince 
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fmce (he gave entertainments, had great 
drums, and every kind of diverfion at 
h^r houfe. Aftrea, with all her virtue^ 
were fhe now to come upon earthy xould 
not attract fuch multitudes as a card ta- 
ble. People cenfure the pleafures only 
of thofe who will not impart to others the 
means of being pleafcd. If a v/oman 
has affurance enough not to be aftiamed 
of infamy, and a fortune to afford every 
fafliionable expence, the world may blame 
her ill conduft, but it will not defert 
her; while they cenfure her "behaviour 
they will court her acquaintance. I have 
learnt, that nothing is a crime in polite 
circles but poverty and prudence. A 
perfon who cannot contribute to the fol- 
lies of others, inay perhaps be pardoned 
if fhe only complies with them ; but if 
Ihe attempts to be rational, fhe mufl not 
hope for forgivencfs. 

It is fuppofed that Lord Paleftine at 
laft grew lels infatuated than he had been ; 
for at his death, which happened when 
his lady was about twenty-five years of 
age, he left her little more than her join- 
ture of 600I. per annum, and his London 
houfe, furniture, and jewels. This ap- 
peared to a woman of her Ladyfhip'3 

fpirir. 
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fpirit, a poor defpicable pittance; it would 
have obliged her to nave leffcned her 
pleafures ^ and if flie had a proper fenfc 
of the confequences of retrenching, it 
muft be allowed a ferious confideration, 
fince the fplendor in which ftie had hi- 
therto lived had been the only means 
of prcfcrving her from contempt and 
negleft. 

She could find but one refource againfl: 
the evils that threatened her : as (he was 
young, and in high reputation for her 
wit and beauty, flic thought it not im- 
poflfible for once to reconcile pleafure and 
intereft> and accordingly made thofe for 
whom ftie relinquiflied the efteem of man- 
kind, give her the means of purchafing 
their civility and outward refpeft. She 
was too engaging to fail of fuccefs in 
this point : her wit and politenefs for 
a long time excufed the decay of her 
beauty -, and fupplying by art the depre- 
dations of time, ihe was not deflicute 
of admirers even when I was introduced 
to her acquaintance, though flie was then 
above fifty years old-, fafliion was a 
charm of which age had not robbed her, 
and continued to attraft many years after 
I knew her. But as this was not quite fo 

univerfal 
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iiniverfal a magnet as youth and beautjr, 
ihe found the efFeds in a diminution of 
lovers, and therefore was not averfe to 
receiving advantage from the love of 
which fhe was not the objeA. 

Lord Dorchefter had hc^n one of her 
train, more from faftiion and indolence 
than from inclination ; and as he knew 
money had no more charms for her than 
love, he made little fcruple of acquaint- 
ing her with his paflion for me, and of the 
means he intended to purfue. He wilhed 
to have me introduced into the world, 
as he thought it might both improve 
and amufe me ; he knew not how to do 
this without running a hazard of my 
learning more of it than was confiftent 
with his fcheme, but by the means of 
fome body who could concur with him 
in the execution, and yet was on fuch a 
footing in the world that her acquaint- 
ance would not place, me in a bad light ; 
for his Lordftiip did not chufe that any 
perfon (liould have reafon to think ill of 
me but himfelf. No one could be fo 
proper for this purpofe as Lady Paleftine. 
She knew my Lord's generofity too well 
to decline the office, and complied with 

the 
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the plan he direfted, though fhe difap- 
proved it. 

She told Lord Dorchefter, that " in 
'* her opinion he would be more certain 
** of fuccefs by making me acquainted 
•' with all the cuftoms of mankind ; by 
'' treating vulgar prejudices as they de- 
** ferved ; and fhewing me how much 
" more happy they were who fet them- 
«' felves above fuch a 'lo*ix) way of thinking:, 
*« than thofe narrow minded people who 
" were governed by them.*' She- offered 
**. to aflift him in this manner, which (he 
" cfteemed ,much the beft." But his 
Lordftiip differed in opinion. He replied, 
" that what Ihe faid might be true, had I 
*' been educated in i% great ignorance of 
«' vice and virtue a3 of the cuftoms of 
*• mankind •, but that, on the contrary, I 
" was as much better acquainted with the 
** one, as I was lefs fo with the other, 
** than thofe who are bred in the world. 
" That he was convinced I 'fhould deteft 
" him, was I to perceive his principles 
" were lefs pure than my own; whereas 
" he now had reafon to believe he had 
** made fome impreflion on my heart ; 
" and that as I was fred from fufpicion, 
* he could not but fuppofe he fhould find 
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"opportunities from my innocende and 
*• love which he might improve ; and that 
" all * the cfFedts he wifhcd from intro- 
" ducing me into the world, was» the 
•' diflipating my thoughts, left too much 
** . reflexion might teach me fome guard 
" againft him/* 

, Lady Paleftine had fo great a fenfe of 
female frailty, flic could not think Lord 
Dorchefttr's fcheme abfolutely impraftica- 
ble, and readily agreed to obey his com- 
mands ; though an intimacy with me was 
not very defirable, as it could not be cul- 
tivated in a crowd* A gay party at fup- 
per was her greateft pleafure; but in them 
I might have feen more of the world than 
was thought advifable ; efpecially as con- 
verfation was apt to take a free turn at 
her Ladyfhip's hpufe. However flie fa- 
crificed a few hours to my Lord and me, 
excluding others. At her largeft aflem- 
blies I was judged fafe enough : for tho* 
I there fell into converfation with many 
people, efpecially the gentlemen, for they 
were moft watchful for opportunities of 
fpeaking to me, and I was not more re- 
ferved to them than to my own fex, yer 
decorum fecured me from the freedom of 
converfation to which her Ladyihip ad- 
mitted 
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mitted them. She was likewife gracioufly 
pleafed to carry me to public places. 

The firft I appeared at was a play, Na 
one was admitted into the box to us but 
Lord Dorchefter, who excluded all others^ 
that I might not confine the emotions fa 
new a fight would raife in me. My Lord 
had often read to me fome of Shakefpear'^ 
hiftorical plays, and it was to one of thefe 
he carried me, never chufing I Ihould go 
to any others 5 and he gave me fo poor a 
charafter of the performances of many of 
the other dramatic poets, that I never felt - 
a defire of feeing them, though by the 
play-bills I found there was great variety. 

Had my Lord's only view been my en- 
tertainment, in this he would have adled 
judicioufly ; I have been convinced by ob- 
fervation that plays and novels vitiate the 
tafle : I allow many of them to be ex-^ 
tremely diverting, fome very fine ; but by 
the multiplicity of events, mixed with a 
good deal of the marvellous, they learn 
the mind a diflipation even in reading. 
The fimple chain of fafts in hiftory, ap- 
pear ill to a perfon ufed to wonder 5 as 
moral truths and found reafon do to one 
who has been accuftomed to the turns and 
quibbles of falfe wit, the enchanting jin- 
gle 
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gle of rhimc^ or the pompous found of 
high-flown metaphors. 

Not that I would exclude the reading 
of fuch authors as I mention. I am noE 
infenfible to the charms of poetry -, perhaps 
was I more fo I might not think it fo un- 
fit for young people. But I look upon 
it as dangerous^ before maturity has fixed 
fome degree of tafte, fome fteadinefs of 
thought and principle, as it is apt to ren- 
der them ever after uninclined to fuch 
fludies as are ufeful, and of more lafting 
entertainment. In fhort, I efteem fuch 
reading as bad for the mind as high meats 
are for the ftomach ; they may create a 
falfe appetite, but will paU a true one, 
and make all proper food appear infipidj 
till by long ufe even they grow tircfome, 
and the true aj4)etite being vitiated, all 
alike difguft. 

The very little I heard of fuch perfor- 
mances pleafed me for the time ; but be- 
ing feldom, and of fhort duration, tliey 
did not dwell enough on my mind to lead 
me into any comparifon between the en- 
tertainment they afforded me and what I 
received from my common ftudies ; they 
amufed without^ difTipating : Lord Dor- 
chclter difpenfed them as a cordial to my 

fpirits, 
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fpirits, when he perceived them inclined 
to fuffer from the melancholy reflexions 
which >yould occur too frequently, as npy 
aunt could not be long out of my thoughts* 
However, greatly as I had been enter- 
tained by the plays I had heard, there was 
fomething fo much more lively in the re- 
prefcntation of them on the theatre, as at 
firft delighted me extremely. I had heard 
many of the fpeeches much more to ad- 
vantage when my Lord read them ; but 
in the adling the whole received fuch an 
air of truth, that I could fcarcely difbe- 
lieve a faft in it. This made my agita- 
tions almoft as ftrange as if I had been the 
fpeftator of a real tragedy. The play was 
Macbeth, and Lord Dorchefter and Lady 
Paleftine were fufficiently taken,^ up in 
ohferving the paflions imprefled on my 
cotintenance. They told me I might 
more properly be laid to aft the play, than 
fome of the perfons on the ftage. Indeed 
I believe I was more fatigued with my 
part of the reprefe.ntation ; for when it 
was over, I found my mind quirte weary 
with the agitation it had been in. Anger 
was one of the paflions that had been ex- 
cited i for I could not bear with patience 

the 
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the noifes that were fometimes made i and 
was fo intirely engaged that I could not 
utter a rational fentence on any- other 
fubje6t, even between the afts : nor 
did the change of fcenc change my 
ideas ; for after I weftt home they con- 
ninued as much fixed on the play a& 
during the reprefentation ; and it was at^ 
moft with difficulty they at laft gave 
place to deep*. 
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CHAP, XXL 

LADY Paleftine invited me the next 
day to a private party of a few 
friends. I would modeftly have declined 
the invitation; for not bring a general 
friend to the company, I felt myfelf un-* 
worthy of a place among them, and ex- 
prefled a fear of being a troublefome re- 
ftraiht on their convcrfation. She fmiled 
at this notion, but infilled on my coming; 
I could not help anticipating, in my ima- 
gination, the pleafure I fcould. receive 
from the variety of converfation fo noble 
and extenfive a union muft afford, where 
each perfon could venture to declare every 
thought, and give vent even to their fol- 
lies. For I had been taught by my Lord 
the neceflity of being guarded in what we 
fay before any but moft intimate friends, 
and to this I attributed the extreme trifling- 
nefs of all the converfation at which I had 
been preifcnt., 

I went to Lady Paleftine's at the ap- 
pointed time; and though there were 
fewer people than I had ever feen when 
(he admitted company, yet I was inclined 

to 
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to envy her fo many feleft friends, for 
there was about twenty in number. 

My expeftation being raifed, I was all 
attention ; but, to my great furprize, the 
convcrfation extended no farther than the 
weather ; and their engagements, . during 
the interval between their arrival and their 
being properly difpofed to their feparate 
tables; for I then learnt, that even in 
friendly focieties cards were a neceffary 
ingredient. 

Not doubting but converfation would 
fliarc their time, I by turns attended every 
table, but found that the game was the 
only topic. One held the cruelleft cards, 
another the pleafantejl hand : thofe who 
won mod part of the night, no fooner 
feemed to be threatened with a reverfe of 
fortune, than they declared " there was no 
" playing againft Lady fuch a one, ftie 
*' always won." Another equally unfuc- 
cefsful added, ^^ fome people had ftrangc 
*' good luck -, for her part, fhe found her 
'' cards would fometimes be bad, hviX./omi 
" people could make them win, whether 
V :they were bad or good/* The winners 
enjoyed their good fortune in filence,.or 
told you how much they had loft the 
night before. When it grew late, this 

feka; 
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felecl fociety brt>ke up ; and Ihewing that 
cards, not fricndfhip, had drawn them 
together, withdrew as foon as they arofe, 
from the. table; fome exulting with the 
refleftion of having won their friends' 
money, others out of htimour at having 
loft their <^wn ; but none, I believe, fo 
difappointed as myfclf, who had imagined 
a far different entertainment; not hav- 
ing then learnt, that a party which does 
not, by its numbers, defcrve to be ho- 
noured with the nmne of a drum, is en* 
titled a private party of a few friends; 
I fuppofe by way of exprcffing its inftg'- 
nificance. 

As I frequendy met the fame company 
at Lady Paleftine's, I foon became ac- 
quainted with many of them, efpccially 
of the other fcx, none of whom pleafed 
me fo well as Sir Charles Lifdale. His 
pcrfon had no particular charms ; he was 
genteel, and looked like a man of fafhion, 
otherwife plain enough ; but he was ex- 
tremely lively,- had a great deal of .wit 
and politenefs, and fhewed a particular 
regard for me, by great attention, re- 
fpe<5t, and a conftant attendance ; for he 
followed me about like my fliadow, and 
when I was prefent appeared infcnfible to 

every 
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every perfon in company y liis eyes fefemed 
only given him to look at me, and 
his ears to hear no words but what I ut- 
tered ; his whole converfation was directed 
to me. 

Ought I to be afliamed of owning 
that I was pleafed with Sir Charles's be- 
haviour? Docs it (hew a fpirit of co- 
quetry to like to be approved ? Surely 
not. I thought not of love, tior confi- 
dered him as a lover; but my bafliful- 
nefs found great relief from perceiving 
him well difpofed to bfe pleafed with what 
I faid : his partiality made me lefs care- 
ful in weighing my words, and this eale 
rendered his converfation particularly agree- 
able to me. There is great iatisfadtion 
in having the liberty of talking non- 
fenfe, without incurring the contempt of 
our hearers; and perhaps people never 
appear to more advantage than when 
they dare give the reins to. their imagi- 
nation and vivacity and leave to others the 
care of being wife. 

• Another merit in Sir Charles Lifdale 
was, that he did not furfeit me with com- 
pliments, and when he made me any, 
there was always an elegance and variety 
in them; a circumflarce, of which the 

convcrfetioa 
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convcrfation of many of his fex could 
not boaft. Their fulfomc flattery dif- 
^Ajfted me ; I could not liften to peor 
pic who had forc^worii all truth. Befides, 
my pride was offiendcd in their fuppofing 
me fo weak as to believe what they faid^ 
and endeavouring to render themfelves 
agreeable by addreffing my vanity inftead 
of my rcafpn, tillJ obfcrved that they 
treated others a good deal in the fame 
manner^ for that 'they did not talk in 
quite fo high a ftrain to them, I ima- 
gined was from expefting Icfs credulity 
in pcrfons of more mature years, and not 
fo new to the world, as they muft per*- 
ceive I was. But Sir Charles taught me 
to divert myfelf with thefe ridiculous com* 
pliments •, andaft« a time l began to find 
amufement in their folly. 

I had one or two danglers, who were 
well ftricken in years, and afforded me. 
mote entertainment than: any »i they deified 
me with fo much nonfenfc and bombafti 
that I fometiraes could fcarcely underftand 
them •, and they would beg for a fmile fo 
much like a ftreet beggar for an alms^ 
that my generofity generally exceeded 
their demands, for I was terribly apt to 
give them an ungrateful laugh inftead of 

a gracious 
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a gracious fimper, which difcompofed 
their tempers ftill more than my fea- 
tures, and excited a rcfcntmerit that was 
not foon cooled. .However, whether Ian- 
guiftiing or angry, thefeantient gentlemen 
were lefs difagrecablc to me than many 
young ones, whofe feif-fatisfied air was 
more odious than their nonfenfe. They 
feemed fo fure of pkafmg, that they 
could not but offend. We cannot well 
endure people who demand our approba- 
tion as their due, and look as if they woiild ' 
bully us into a liking. A lover, who 
would fucceed, fhoiild not behave like a 
highwayman, and attempt to obtain our 
hearts, as. he would our purfes, by only 
crying, deliver. They fhould confider, 
that as all the fke of affurance they can 
put into their eyes will hot make them fo 
dangerous as a piftol, they may with 
lefs hazard be refifted. They fhould at 
leaft accept our hearts as a favour; there 
is a pleafure in obliging, which makes us 
love thofe who give us an opportunity of 
exerting that power. 

I cQuld perceive that Lord Dorchefler 

and Sir Charles Lifdale did not greatly 

like each other. Sir Charles, I imagined, 

might be aftuatcd by envy, which I 

' ' found 
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found was a cotivmon vice in this coun- 
try. It feemed ftrange to me, that any- 
one ihould envy when they might imitate, 
and thereby not only remove the fuperi- 
ority that renders them uneafy, but love 
the other whofe example led them into 
fo happy a path. No perfon afflided with 
an envious difpofition can be ever hap- 
py ; our cpnnexions with others make us 
fuffer by their ill qualities ; how unfortu- 
nate muft we then be if we feel pain from 
their good ones. 

Lord Dorchefter was fo fuperior to Sir 
Charles, that I could not fulpedt him of 
the fame vicej nor indeed did I be- 
lieve him capable of it, could he have 
met with one fuperior to himfelf. But 
the laft reafon I mould have afTigned for 
his diflike was jealoufy •, and therefore 
as I had fuppcrfed he had conceived fome 
unjuft prejudice, I laboured to remove it 
by giving Sir Charles the praifes I thought 
his due, and wondered that the more I 
fpoke in his favour the more averfe my, 
L,ord feemed to him. This was very un- 
like his ufual politenefs,' which led him 
to fee charms in every thing I approved. 
As he gave me no reafon for his aver- 
fion, I was fomctimes almoft angry, and 

Vol. I. I COUI4 
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could not forbear telling him he was very 
unjiift. 

I found that I fhould have liked Sir 
Charles ftill better if my Lord^s tafte had 
concurred with mine. I could not but 
think mine was bad, fmce his would not 
give a fanftion to. it j and if Sir Charles 
had not been too affiduous to leaveit in 
my power, I believe I fliould have de- 
clined his acquaintance ; fo much kfs 
agreeable was it rendered by my Lord's 
difapprobation. But this could not be 
done without incivility to Sir Charles; and 
not imagining it gave my Lord any un- 
eafinefs, I continued to converfe with him, 
which 1 could not do without great plea- 
fure to myfelf. 

' My Lord, at laft, grew thoughtful and 
melancholy; he faw me feldomer, and 
often when he was with me would be 
filent, or converfe- with little connexion 
or chearfulnefs. If I expreffed an unea- 
fmefs at a change of temper, which I 
attributed to ficknefs, he would make 
anfwer, " that I could not poflibly be 
*• concerned about him •, but as he had 
** no merit but love to engage my heart, 
** he could not complain if I did not 
** give him what he had no good title 

« to." 
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<* to." ' If I exerted all the eloquence 
of tcndernefs to afllire him of my affec- 
tion, and of my anxiety for his health, 
he would fometimes appear revived, and 
tell me, that *' if I really had any re- 
*' gard for him, he was well and happy.**, 
He would, perhaps, appear chearful for 
fome hours after -, but if he left me in 
that happier ftate of mind, when we next 
met the air of melancholy would be re- 
turncd* 



1 2 chap; 
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CHAP. XXIL 

WHILE Lord Dorcheftcr, and con^ 
fequcntly his Ophelia, continued 
in this ftate of uneafinefs,^ Lady Palcftine 
defired me to go with her to an opera. 
As home became lefs agreeable, diffipa- 
tion grew more fo, and I accepted her in- 
vitation with pleafure. I had a good ear 
for mufick ; and my Lord had given me 
the beft matters to improve it, though 1 
had not yet made any great proficiency, 
except iii finging ; for in that branch 
1 had lefs to learn, nature having given 
me a voice, that your ladyfhip (as well 
as many others, whom I muft have allow- 
ed excellent judges, even if they had not 
flattered me) has often faid, did not re- 
quire the help of art. As I was qua- 
lified to be entertained, it is not flrangc 
that I was fo at a time when operas 
were in their higheft perfedion. Fafhion 
had no occafion to aflift the mufic to- 
wards deUghting mej but as I was a 
firanger to afieftation, extacies were not 
the confequences of my being cxceffively 
pleafed, and, therefore, I did not under- 
Itand them in others. 

My 
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My attention was interrupted by fee- 
ing a lady who fat next me in a moft 
hnguifliing condition •, I thought her at 
her laft gafp, and did not doubt but (he 
was going into a fainting fit. The houfe 
being extremely full, was very hot ; to 
this I attributed her diforder, in which Ihe 
feemcd to have many companions-, but 
as (he appeared in the greateft extremity, 
flie was the propereft objefl: of my care. 
Accordingly, in a .flutter of hafte I ap- 
plied my fmelling-bottje to her nofe, 
fearing the leaft delay might find her paft 
recovery* The bottle was filled with very 
ftrong falts, and I was rejoiced to fee 
their fpeedy efFeft; for fhe recovered in 
an inftant, and opened her eyes with a 
great ftart, and a look of amazement, 
which might be expefted from their fud- 
den operation. But I was extremely fur- 
prized, that inftead of thanking me for 
my care and compaffion, (he looked ex- 
ceffively angry, and, in a moft uncivil 
manner and harfli voice, afked me, what 
I meant by fuch impertinence ? fhe then 
gave vent to her rage in fuch a torrent of 
words, as raifed my opinion of my falts, 
for having fo immediately. given fuch great 
ftrength of fpirits to one before expiring^ 
I 3 though 
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though the effeft was not very agreeaUe i 
for (he did not leave me a poffibility of 
explaining my good intention, nor (hould 
I have had time to recover. my furprize, 
if the falts had not taken a new turn, 
throwing her into a violent fit of fneez- 
ing, which made very unlucky breaks 
in her difcourfe, and thereby increafed 
her anger. But " niufic has charms, to 
footh a favage breaft/' as I found, for 
her favourite finger coming on the ftage, 
her wrath fubfided; and inftead of the 
words, impertinent, infolent, &c. &c. Ihe 
could utter none but oh the charmer! 
the dear creature ! ravifhing ! enchant- 
ing ! and all that our language affords to 
the fame purpofe, with a mixture of car o^ 
tariffimo ! Her refentment was now bu- 
. ried in admiration, and all her fenfes ab- 
forbed by that of hearing. 

While ftie ^as thus engaged. Sir Charles 
informed me, that extacy of pleafure, 
not extremity of pain, occafioned all 
thofe languiftiments which had excited 
my compaffion, and that her anger arofe 
from my having interrupted her raptures, 
and, as flic fufpefted, ridiculed them by 
that aftion. I think my ignorance never 
raifed fo many bluflies in me as on this 

occafion ; 
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occafion •, I was really overcome with 
fliame at my miftake, till I reflefted 
that (he had moft reafon to be fo, fince 
her behaviour was foplifh afFedlation, 
mine only the cfFcft of reafonable com- 
paflion. 

This incident, however, greatly inter- 
rupted the pleafgre I Ihould have received 
from the entertainment; and another, 
not lefs mortifying, was, that I did not 
fee Lord Dorchefter the whole evening, , 
till at my return home. I then found he 
had beeA at the opera likewife, and could 
not forbear reproaching him for not being 
of our party ,^ efpecially as he once found 
a pleafure in going with me p every 
place. His anfwer was, that " he thought 
•* me too well engaged to have afforded 
** him any of my converfation, had he 
" attempted to come to us j and that 
«* it would not have been eafy to have 
*« approached me, I was fo encircled with 
** gentlemen." 

I replied, that '* this was a poor ex- 
•« cufe to hide his want of inclination ; 
" for he muft know, I would be en- 
*' gaged in no other converfation when 
*' I had the power of enjoying his ; and 
** that a crowd muft be great indeed 
I 4 *' that 



176 OPHELIA; 

*• that did not leave one a poflibility 
••of making room for a perfon whom 
" we eftecmed far above that whole 
*« crowd." All the anfwer I obtained 
was fo broken with fighs, fo unconncft- 
ed in itfelf, and Ipoken with fuch an 
air of dejeftion, as touched me to the 
heart, though it did not fpcak intelli- 
gibly enough for me, to undcrftand the 
oecafion of it. 

In pity to his melancholy, I endea- 
voured to hide the effcdt it had on mc, 
and tried every art to amufc him •, I fang 
to him ; I read to him ; I attempted to 
lead him into converfation ; but all tg no 
purpofe^ when he looked mod pleafed 
with me, he feemed mofl: oppreflcd ^ his 
fpirits were too much funk to bear the 
tcndernefs of his mind without an in- 
creafe of dejeftion. When his eyes ex- 
preflcd the utmoft fondnefs^ they over- 
flowed with grief. I begged to know the 
caufe of his forrow, but he left me with- 
out fatisfying a curiofity which arofe only 
from affeftion. 

The following day feemed to have 
made little alteration in the ftate of Lord 
Dorchefter*s mind ; but having promifed 
Lady Paleftine to make part of a very 

large 
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large company at her houfe that evening, 
we went thither at the proper hour. 

The variety of objefts and converfa- 
tion, difpelled the gloom which opprefled 
my fpirits before I left my own houfe. 
My melancholy was not proof againfl: 
Sir Charlcir's vivacity, which even ex- 
ceeded itfeif that night, and the even- 
ing paffed away with great mirth. I 
fpoke feveral times to my Lord, but 
could obtain little anfwer. His grief 
affefted me; but ftill the natural gaiety 
of my temper, fupported by all that could 
flatter my vanity or aniufe my under- 
ftanding, was not to be foon overcome. 
But. at length no longer able to endive 
the fight of his uneafinefs, I determined 
to ' go home if he would accompany me, 
in hopes that he would no longer conceal 
the caufe of his afflidlion from importu- 
nities arifing only from the defire of en* 
deavouring to alleviate it. 

I went up to him, told him I was going 
to retire, and begged to know when he 
would follow me. 

Judge of my ilirprize, when the maa 

whom I had never heard utter any thing 

but the words of love and tcndernefs, 

anfwered me in the (harpeft tone, *' ne- 

I 5 ** ver 
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" never, niadam ! if Jrou want company, 
/* you have too good intercft with aiany 
*' in the 'room to be denied theirs ; you 
*' had better therefore change your appli- 
*' cation ; and may depend on not being 
•* impertinently interrupted by me/' 

My amazement deprived me of fpeech, 
and if it had not, it would have been of 
little ufe 5 for he gave me no time to 
anfwer him, leaving the room as foon as 
he had done fpeaking. I was fo much 
Ihocked I had not power to follow him 
down ftairs, as I certainly fhould have ex- 
pofed myfelf by doing, had I been able. 
As my furprize abated, fo my grief in- 
creafed; it overcame me.fo intirely, that 
I believe I fhould have funk on the floor, 
had not Sir Charles Lifdale perceived the 
chaqge of my countenance and ojlered 
his afTifliance, by which means I left the 
room and got into my chair. He en- 
quired, with kind concern, the occafion of 
my diforder, but perceiving me incapable 
of either hearing or fpeaking, he fgpportcd 
me in filence to, and attended my chair to 
my own houfe, unfeen by me till I was 
carried into the hall. Seeing me furpriz- 
ed at his prefence^ he excufcd it by faying 
*^ he could not forbear accompanying me, 

" kft 
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** left' the motion of the chair might make 
*' me ftill worfej nor could he be eafy 
** without knowing how I was on getting 
" home/* But he found me fo little bet- 
ter that he received no fatisfaftion from 
this fecond view, and was ftill more alarm- 
ed when he learned from my fervant that 
flie had never fccn me thus fcized before.. 

Sir Charles intimated, that he could not 
reft without hearing how I did after I was 
put to bed, but my maid having more 
confideration for me than for his eafej 
prudently told him that any noife might ^ 
difturb me ; upon which he faid, that ra- 
ther than run the leaft hazard of that, he 
would endure his impatience and anxiety 
till morning. 

The only relief I could now feel wa^ 
from being alone, that I might give an 
uninterrupted flow to my grief, which was 
indeed exceffive. I had never before felt 
the anger of one I loved ; and had learned- 
to think nothing but tenderncfs and good 
humour could fall from Lord Dorchefter's 
lips. Sir Charleses fervant watched the 
opening of the door the next morning, 
having been ordered not to knock for 
fear of difturbing my reft. Alas I my 
jHght had all .been fpent in weeping. 

When 
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When my fervant informed him that 1 
was rather worfc than the evening before, 
having had no fleep, ' he, who had a real 
attachment to his matter; faid, *' he 
*' knew not how to carry Sir Charles that 
*' account, for that he had not been able 
** to go to bed all night ; and he feared 
*« fuch an addition to his anxiety might 
*' prove very hurtful to him." This, and 
the enquiries after my health, fent by 
fuch of my acquaintance as obferved that 
I was ill when I left Lady Paleftine's, my 
maid repeated to me; for perceiving that 
grief was my difordcr, (he endeavoured, as 
much as poflible, to divert my thoughts. 
Thefc attentions from people for whom £ 
had fo fmall a regard in comparifon 
with my love for Lord Dorchefter, made 
me the more fhocked at his not fending 
any enquiry after me -, tho' I thought he 
covild not be ignorant of the anxiety his 
words muft occafion. The refledion that 
I was in a new world, without a friend, 
unthought of by him, increafed my af- 
flidtion, as it gave me the worfe opinion 
of the man who could thus wound a 
heart fo entirely his, when he knew I had 
no comforter into whofc bofom I could 
pour my grief, whofc tcnderncft could 

foothe. 
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foothe, or care redrefs them. Was every 
one more kind than this man> who had 
ever before appeared fo tender a friend ? If 
I had been guilty of any fault to which my 
ignorance had fubjefbed me, for I was con- 
fcioiis of none towards him, might I not 
have expefted an eafy pardon from one to 
whom I had forgiven fo great an injury as 
forcibly taking me from my aunt, whofe 
tenlper couW never make me feel fuch 
agonies as his caprkc now gave me? 
Thefe were my reflexions the whole day, 
during which Sir Charles called himfelf fe- 
veral times at my door to enquire into 
the ftate of my health, dcfirous of a more 
particular account than he could expeft by 
a fervant. Towards evening a thought 
^rofe, that perhaps this great change in at 
difpofition, which ufed to be unclouded, 
equally ferene, and pleafmg, might pro- 
ceed from diftemper. The poflibility of 
this no fooner ftruck me, than I began 
to take myfclf to talk for complaining 
of him, when I ought rather to pity, 
nurfe and attend him. I now arraigned 
my own heart more bitterly than I had 
yet done his, and looking on my prefent 
apprehenfion as mod afflicting, prayed 
that from whatever caufe his unkindnefs 

arofe. 
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arofe, it might fall on me alone, that I on- 
ly might fuffcr> and lie be eafy tho' I was 
fliiferable. 

To quiet the prefent horrors of my 
mind, I fent to his houfe to know how 
he did, and waited .the return of my mef^ 
jfenger with the impatience of diftraftion -, 
which was rather changed than abated, by 
his bringing me word that my Lord had 
been abroad the whole day. Notwith- 
ftanding my imaginary difintereftednefs, I 
feverely felt this proof of indifference. 
Not once to enquire the cffed of his beha- 
viour ! not to comfort me with one kind 
word ! was an cxcefs of cruelty ; which 
made me think fuch a heart as mine, ca* , 
pable of the deepcft impreflions and ftrong- 
cfl: fenlations, very unfit to be in any de- 
gree linked with one who could be bothr 
fo amiable and fo cruel. Nor could night. 
give any refpite to my affliftion. 
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CHAP- XXIIL 



TH E next day reduced me to envy^ 
the mifery of the day before, which; 
I had then thought moft deplorable. A 
letter being delivered to me, the fight of 
his hand on the fuperfcription revived my 
fpiritSy and fpread joy over a heart before 
immerfed in forrow. I opened it with 
impatience, to fee in how kind a manner 
he would' at once fign both his and my 
pardon : but, oh heavens ! how was I 
difapppinted ! Your ladyihip, whoncvci: 
met with the like trials, wUl> in imagin* 
ing it, fall as fliort of what I felt, as I 
Ihould do if I endeavoured to defcribe the 
fhock I received at reading the following 
lines : 

" A cold addrefs but ill agrees with 
*f the love I have born thee once, dear 
*'. Ophelia ! but it is fuitable to the fen- 
** tiraents I fhall hereafter preferve to- 
*' yfSLVids her. Oh! Ophelia! you hav^ 
•« by deceit, I cannot call it ingratitude, 
*' for I could not demand a return, cured 
>* my heart of a weakncfs fcarcely to be ' 

*V Parallelled. 
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" parallelled. But how painful is the re- 
*' mcdy : I have doated on you to excefs ; 
" and have been lulled into happinefs by 
" the falfe appearances of your approving 
" my love : but you have at laft awaked 
** me from thfs blifsful dream, and (hewn 
•' me that truth and conftancy are not to 
*' be found in a female heart in any cli- 
** mate ; that the levity of your fex makes 
*' them a prey to the neweft lover, and 
"prefer the fluttering of a wit to the 
*• conftant attachment of an afFeftionate 
*' heart. If this difappointmcnt to my 
** fond hopes fliould make me miferable, 
" it may punifli n^ for my folly, but my 
" refentment ftiall never render me cri-^ 
*' minal towards you. I have brought 
*' you from a fixed habitation, introduced 
** you into a life of gaiety and pleafure, 
** to the charms of which you are fenfible 
" if ever woman was. Your taftc is fo 
" refined, and your knowledge fo much 
** increafed, that you would but ill relilh 
" the ruftic folitude of your former cot- 
•• tage ; I (hall therefore remit to you 
** 400I. a year, which will enable you to 
•' live where you now are ; and as fobn as 
*' my mind acquires a little eafe, I will fo 
^ ,far extend a regard, which, alas 1 
^ * Ophelia^ 
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" Ophelia, I fear I fliall always preferve^ 
" as to write you fome neccflary advice 
** concerning your future condudl; for 
" whatever I am, I muft wifli you happy, 
** and that thofe who poflefe more of your 
" affeftions may adore you as I have 
" done. I am carrying an affliftcd heart 
*• into the country, .unable to ftay in town 
•* after having refolved never to fee you 
" more. Your humanity would make 
«< you pity, tho* you cannot love me, if 
" you knew with what agonizing pain I 
" fay, farewel for ever !" 

A flender judgment of what I muft have 
felt at the perufal of this letter, will fcrve 
to convince you that I was the greateft 
objeft of pity. Regardlefs of the prefcncc 
of my fervants, I could not forbear ex- 
claiming, " was it not enough to forfake 
" me, but muft he add reproaches to his 
" cruelty \ I praftice deceit ! my igno- 
** ranee of fuch vile arts renders it impof- 
" fible, even though my difpofition was 
" not fo open that I fpcak my thoughts 
" as freely as they rife ; and yet my 
" countenance expreffcs them before my 
" words can do it, and were I to pollute 
•* my tongue with a falftiood, would con- 

" tradift 



i86 OPHELIA. 

*' tradift it, and convift me of an un- 
" truth. But they are all innocent ; what 
*' then ihould hinder, me from revealing 
*' them i And yet this man accufes me 
** of what he muft know i$ a ftranger to 
*• my heart. Arts and concealments are 
*' for the inconftant and injurious ; for 
*^ thofe who can opprefs the innocent, and 
*' make the friendlefe wretched by their 
" cruelty. Good heaven ! do I deferve 
" this charafter ? Would to God he 
** could as juftly defend himfelf from it ! 

As foon as my maW perceived me fo 
far deprived of my fcnfes as to gi^e fucb 
free and unguarded vent to my diftrac- 
tion, flie fent the footman who had brought 
the letter, out of the room, and was the 
only perfon prefent during my exclama- 
tion ; to which a fliort paufe fucceededy. 
and then I ran out of the room, with ai* 
air fo frantic as greatly terrified her. She 
purfued me, and Hopping me before I got 
out of the houfe, alked **^what I defigned 
*' to do ?*• My purpofe was fo full in my 
thoughtSj that I told her " I was going ta 
" Lady Palcftine's, to alk her where Lord 
" Dorcheftcr was? what, he meant by 
*' quarrelling with me ? and in what I 
*^ had offended?" 
^' ^ She 
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She kept faft hold of mc till flie con- 
vinced me I was in. a very improper way: 
to appear before fo much company as I 
iBuft be fenfible, if I refleded on the hour^ 
was then at Lady Paleftine's : but to pacify 
me, in fome degree, ihe went herfelf, and 
fending in a moft preffing meflage to her 
ladyfhip, brought her out of company 
to fpeak with her. All the anfwcr fhe 
brought me, was, that " Lady Paleftine 
" was ignorant of every circumftaiice, ex- 
** cept that Lord Dorchefter was gone out 
** of town.'* As fo.on as the diftraftion 
of my mind abated enough to give me 
leave to attend to the effedts it had upon 
me, I found myfelf extremely ill, and was 
foon unable to fit up. My maid^ truly 
alarmed at my condition, fent for a phy- 
fician, who declared mc in a high fever, 
.and ordered me to be kept in bed. But- 
the pains that afflifted me, could not draw 
my attention from my Lord's behaviour. 
My firft refolution was to refufe the in- 
come he offered ; I would not give him 
room to think he had made me any re- 
compence for the injuries he had done, or 
that it was in his power to pay me for what 
he had made me fuffer, firft by tearing me 
from all my foul Could wifli, and then by 

abandoning 
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abandoning me in a ftrange land, un- 
friended and unknown. 

If my Lord's inconftancy had deprived 
Hie of my greatcft good, I determined my 
own fpirit ftiould difchargc me from the 
leflTer ; if he thought me beneath his friend- 
Ihip, I thought myfelf above his charity, 
nor could his whole fortune have given me 
the joy I Ihould have received from one 
fymptom of regard. I had money enough- 
remaining to carry me back to my beloved 
aunt, who grew more dear to me from my , 
Lord's ill treatment. From her tender 
and condant afFeftion I hoped to find re- 
lief ^ in her goodnefs expected to receive 
confolation for the faults of ofhers, and, 
far from this bad town, to learn to forget 
k and it5 cruel inhabitants, whofe minds 
are as variable as their climate. 

Thefe hopes and relblutions were the 
refult of my thoughts while I remained 
fenfible •, butj as to cure a diftemper by 
medicine, which proceeds from anxiety of 
mind, is a vain attempt, I grew at laft 
fo bad, that I was light-headed, to which 
I may attribute my recovery. Want of 
reflcdtion did what reafon could not ef- 
fect •, it quieted my mind, and my con- 
ftitution received benefit from it > for as 

grief 
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^ief was the caufe of my illnefs, the lofe 
-of the fenfe of my . afBidlion left me to 
youth and natural ftrength, and my fevet 
•"abated. As foon as I recovered my fcnfes, 
J was apprized of my danger, and once 
more faw .death .without terror. My 
doftor affufed mie he had faved my life. 
I could not have thanked him with a tole- 
rable grace, had I believed him, but 
•my credulity fell (hort of his affurances : 
I was convinced my diftemper was beyond 
the reach of human. art, and preffed him 
*' to ceafe atempting a cure that would 
.*' afford him little fatisfaftion, and me 
^* none.'* I was forry his benevolent dif- 
pofition fliould throw away on me the 
time which he dedicated to the relief of 
mankind. But when he was gone, my 
maid told me he would not part with a 
patient fo eafily, as his benefit was certain, 
tho' mine was doubtful, and came in a 
pleafing Ihapej for he received current 
gold in exchange for his advice, and 
declared war to the patient's palate, in 
return for that reward, which taken in 
the greateft quantities, was in no danger 
of creating a naufea. 

When I found my doftor mercenary, 
inftcad of charitable, I felt lels veneration 

for 
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for him ; but no lot^r wondered money 
was held in fo high efteem, fince people 
thought diey could purchafe health with 
it. Could I have flattered myfelf that 
would have brought me eafe of mind, I 
fhpuld have been very rapacious, but 
** eftccm and love were never to be fold/* 
and thofe were the things wanting to my 
peace* 

My illnefs deferred the execution of my 
intended departure from London, but the 
. refolution continued. 

All my acquaintance fent daily enqui- 
Ties after my heahh. Sir Charles Lifdale 
never called lefs than -twice a day. The 
firft perfon I faw was Lady Paleftine, with 
whom I hoped to indulge myfelf with talk- 
ing of my diftrefs ; but my fpirits were fo 
weak, that when flie came many paft cir- 
cumftances crouded to my remembrance, 
and I was choaked with tears. She ftaid 
feme time in expedtation of my growing 
more able to converfe, feeming deurous to 
talk with me on the fubjeft moft at my 
heart ; but finding no amendment, was 
afraid her prefence, by agitating me fo 
greatly, might do me harm, and therefore 
left me, ^with a defire that I would let her 
know when I was more able to fee her. 

Not 
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Not underftanding the pafEbn of jea- 
lottfy, I did not perceive any figns of re^ 
maining love in Lord Dorchefter, or feme 
flattering hopes might have been my con- 
folatton ; I fhould then have feen, that the 
man who wrote that letter was not indif- 
ferent ; of which I was now fo well per- 
fuaded, that I never confidered there was 
a poffibility of his being otherwife. What 
ferved to convince mc the more entirely 
of it, was his never having yet made any 
enquiry after me, tho' I had been fo long 
and fo dangeroufly ill. Seeing every 
thing in the worft light, I did not confider 
that he might not know it. The conti- 
nual meflages I received from many gen- 
tlemen, with the more particular enquiries 
of Sir Charles Lifdale and Lord Larbo- 
rough, a young nobleman who always 
followed me about like a (hadow, a con- 
ftant, rather than an agreeable attendant, 
for he feldom fpoke to me, made Lord 
Dorchefter's negleft appear the greater. 

At firft I imagined my Lord's afFeftion 
for me never real, or it could not fo foon 
be entirely extinguilhed ; but I now be- 
gan to think even humanity was dead in 
him. Good nature would have fuggefted 
to him, but friendfhip would have forced 

him 
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him to adminifter fome c(infolation to the 
misfortunes of one whoAi he had intro- 
duced to mifery, tho' Ihe feemed to have 
been placed by fortune out of the reach of 
his inhumanity. It never once occurred 
to me, that he did not imagine L wanted 
any confolation ; and that from this error 
arofe all my grief and his. My afdidtions 
feemed near an end ; tho' my fever was 
gone, yet I did not recover ; I was pale 
and emaciated, had neither ftrength to 
move, nor fpirits to fpeak, equally weak 
both in mind and body, and, had not a 
ray of hope at laft Ihpne upon me, I be- 
lieve my cxiftencc l\^d iK)t been of long 
duration. 



CHAP. 
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C H A P. XXIV. 

AS I was defiP0U3 of converfing with 
Lady Paleftine, I lent to her as foon 
as T thought I had bro\ight myfelf to fee . 
her with lefs difgompofure. Upon turn- 
ing the difcourfe to Lord Dorchefter'is fud- 
den departure from London, J frankly 
fpoke the fentiments of my heart, and 
cxprefled my grief as well as aftonilhment 
at fo. immediate an alteration. She told 
me, *^ (he was well perfuaded that jea- 
" loufy of Sir Charles L^dale was the oc* 
** cafion of it;" and (he herfelf feemed to 
havefome fufpicioa»of my giyiog the Ba- 
ronet the preference. As i had always 
appeared without, difguife to my Lord* it 
was moft incredible to me that he ^ could 
entertain any fuch opinion j.^and, my car- 
neftnefs^ as: well as jny late difordier, when 
(he learned it was the confequenceo/Lord 
Dorchefter's behaviour, were pretty vliiffi* 
cicnt proofs to her Ladyfliip that Qm had 
been under a miftakc. However^ihad fetey 
not been convincing, ail poC&bility . of 
doubt was removed before (he left me. 
As we were fitting, a meflage was.brxmgbt 
Vol* I. K up 
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tip to me from Mrs. Belfaft, a lady with 
whom I had become acquainted at lady 
Paleftine's, importing, that ** Ihe was 
" at the door to enquire after my health ; 
*' and if I was well enough to admit her, 
** would be extremely glad to wait on 
*^ me." Not being fit to fee company, I 
had hitherto declined all vifits; but as 
J^ady Paleftine's coach was at the door, I 
thought I could not, without a tnanifeft 
affront, refufc feeing Mrs. Belfaft. 

The lady was extremely intimate with 
Sir Charles Lifdale ; and had no fobner 
done expreffing her concern at ray looking 
fo ill, than fhe began to tell me ** how 
" very fenfibly Sir Charles had been af- 
" flifted •, ahd that he had engaged her 
'* to beg my permiflion for his waiting on 
'^' me to congratulate me on my rcco- 
*' very, and- to receive his cure from fee- 
«* ing mine; till when he could enjoy no 
" health/* 

Lord Dorchefter's behaviour had difguft- 
cd me with the fex ; ^nd fince Lady Pale- 
ftini Kad given me reafon to think niy 
Lord was jealous of Sir Charles, I was more 
particularly averfc to feeing him. With 
more fincerity and pofuivenefs than was 

. confiftent 
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confiftent .wlt;h good breeding, I imme- 
diately refpfed to receive his -vifjti 

But Mrs. Bejfaft was too. zealous an ad- 
vocate to Ijer^bufffed. by one denial; and 
toeing extr^nufcly intimatef with Lady Paler 
ftine, (lie faid **. flie thought her prefwce 
** need not prevent her from pertorming 
** anotherj.npart of her coniHiifliqn^ if I 
" refufed. {]!>.€•• flrft/*. Sheahcn made a 
long pai^egyriq on Sir Giiarles, expatiated 
on theiejfcefs of .'hi$ Jove formej of. bis 
oh^afinefs at being .debai*fed tt\y conver- 
fation,' extolled/ his ^goodi qualities, bis 
un^^rftanding and fern pen apd various 
mcrirs, .which ;wefe,unpcc^(ft.pily qnumer 
Tjte4-j:to itw M^to. knew.jhilTi V and -ended 
with frying? tbat *Vif,J would ppt give 
** hin>;the liberty of gelling n3c how much 
" he loved me,' (he was commanded to 
'* do it for himv and to let raiq know that 
*j h.i§ ^igheft ambition w^s to, be pnited to 
♦*^ meforlife- . If I woi^W cohfent jto marry 
« him, my happinefs fhovild be his fote 
." ftudy, that he and >his fortune would 
*• always be at my difpofal ; and he (hould 
" think himfetf under the higheft obliga^ 
." tion for the felicity he muft enjoy in an 
** quion with me •, that his ellate was , 
*f very confiderable, and I fliould myfelf 
K a *^dire6l 
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*« dircft the fetdements; for he could nc- 
** vcr cfteetfi his whole fortune m any. 
** degree equal to my merits. 

This propofal ftarded' m^; it fliewed 
rgore true affe^on than aH Lord Dor- 
chcfter's actions. To bind himfelf for 
life, to give me the command of his 
fortune, was a ftrong proof of hib goo^d 
(Opinion. My own rededions c'ngaged 
me for a few minutes, and thofe few 
fef ved to (hew t*ie, that though I always 
cfteemed Sir Chsrles, wis dehghted witfh 
his converflrtion, and now folt myfsrif fin- 
ccrcly grateful, yet I could not think of 
inaitying him. This I tbld Mrs. eB^l&ft 
in the plaineft cerm^, ackiioWledgtng, at 
the fanffc time, my real Regard for him, 
and my gratit\^for fo generous a'^oof 
of his affection. - ' 

She endeavoured to prevail upon me ^o 
^te a more favourable /iwifWerj' and (b 
carneftly prefled for ^tiV^tonfent, that (he 
^convinced me (he was. a warm friend, 
and no bad advocate: bwt at* la(^, at^ 
fured of my inflexibility, (he went awa/, 
telling me that ** Ihe faw to what Sir 
" Charles owed the misfortune of a re- 
. " fufal ; had not my aflfeftions beeh en- 
" gaged, 1 muft have accepted his of^ 

'^ fers; 
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<^ fm^ but he had ' feared to find Lord 
^ Dorchefter an impediment to the com- 
** pletion of his wiflies, and fhe grieved 
•* that (he muft be . obliged to give him 
•^ fo ftfong a proof of the r^alonableneft 
♦* of his apprehenfiorrs," 

-When Mrs. Belfaft was gone. Lady Pa- 
left ine aiked me why I refufed a propofal 
fix much to my advantage. I knew not 
well how to anfwer; my heart, not my 
rcafon, gave the denial, and its emotions 
are not fo cafily defcribcd. AU I had to 
hjy was, that ^* I could not think of mar^ 
** rying him* I liked his company ex. 
•* tremely,' was convinced oiF his Ipve, 
** and grateful for it ; that marriage muft 
*^ give him fuch a title to my affeftiont 
•* as even Lord Dorchefter could not dif- 
** approve, and could not imagine intcr- 
** fered with my friend (hip for him^ the 
" only fort of attachment he required, 
^ for he had never given me fo ftrong a 
** proof of his good opinion as to think 
** of me in the capacity of a wife/* 

Lady Paleftine alked *« if I was thea 
'* determined to marry no man.'* I re- 
plied, *' indeed fuch was my refolution. I 
** wai fenlible from this fiHall trial that 
<^ I dOuld not bear to look on any man 
K 3 " in 



198 O P H E LI A. 

** in the Ught of a hufband, except Lord 
** Dorchefter ; and I wifccd only to live 
** with him as a friend j but thofe blefled 
*' days were over ; and I had now no 
** other defign than to return, as foon 
** as my ftrength would permit me, to 
*' my folitude, and dedicate the remain- 
** der of my life to recompence my aunt 
" for what I had involuntarily occafioned 
*• her tofuffer/* 

. I faw Lady Paleftine liftcn to me with 
fome contempt. When I had done fpeak- 
ing^ ftie, with a fneer,. intermixed the 
words, girlifh paflions, foolifh conftancy, 
romantick notions, imaginary .delicgcy, 
with her anfwer; but I could have for- 
given her a greater.affrontfor the.confola- 
tion flie had brought me by attributing 
Lord Dorchefter's behaviour to jealoufy ; 
though it feemed to me fearcely poffibiey 
yet my defpair feized this glimnoering of 
hope. I once more opened his;lctter; ir 
corrcfponded with what fhe; had faid ; and 
I now fancied fome fcntences in it ex- 
preffed a remaining tendernefs,. But if 
this was the cafe, I thought it ftrange 
that he did not enquire into the ftate of 
my heart, and not build, a belief on cir-' 
cumllanccs, when he migh5,hav(5'had Jpy- 

word 
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word for information. It never occurred 
to me, that nr^y teftimony . muft appear 
fallible to a man who had been ufed to 
fee fo much falfliood *, and that 



•Trifles light as air. 



Are to the jealous, confirmations flxpng^ 
As proofs of holy writ, i 

Three days pafled in rcafoning on a 
pofllbility, which was the foundation of 
all my comfort ; till at lad I began to fay 
with Solomon, that" hope deferred, mak- 
** eth the heart fick/' . My hopes were 
too (lightly raifed to fupport any degree of 
fpirits for fo long a time •, they grew 
faint, and would foon have vanilhed quite, 
and left me again a prey to defpair, 
had they not been driven away by cer- 
tainty. In the afternoon a letter was 
brought me from Lord;Dorchefl:er j I ima- 
gined it contained the inftrudtions; he pror 
niifed me, yet opened it with a melan- 
choly fatisfaftion, as his han(^ would en- 
dear the contents, let them be ocherwife 
difagreeable. But joy broke in at once 
upon my mind at feeing the mod aflfcc- 
tionate addrefs, followed by words more 
tender. In the humbleft manner, " he 
K 4 " _" begged 
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*' ^gg^ leave to wiit on me, to afk a 
*^ pardon from me, which he could ne- 
•* ver give to himielf» for a behaviour 
*^ fo inexcufable, founded on an injuri- 
*^ ous fufpiciony too raflily conceived and 
•• refented.** He exprefled fo lively a 
grief for the cruel effeds of it, that had 
I had fpmts to have retained anger, 1 
muit have been pacified ; he condemned 
liimfclf in luch bitterneis crf^ foul, that I 
could fcarcely forbear relenting the injury 
he did the friend oi my heart, as I then 
again efteemed him ; and was ready to 
think it the only fault he had com* 
roitted. 

This letter found me in fo weak a con- 
dition, that I had not till then been able 
to get down ftairs without afliftance ; but 
fuch a cordial is joy, that I ran down to 
the fervant to enquire where his Lord 
was; who informing me that he was 
waiting' impatiemly at his houfe in town 
for my anfwcr, I told him I would not 
detain him till I could write ; but defired 
he would acquaint his Lord that I wilhed 
to fee him as-foon as poflible. 

'The fervant was not long in carrying 
his meflage, nor his mafter in obeying it ; 
few minutes paiTed before the fluttered 

expc£tation 
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cgtpeftation was put an end to by my 
Lord's arrivaL He entered the rQon> 
with a confufion that deprived him of 
Wterance; and taking n^y hand with a 
diffidence and melancholy that hurt me, 
prcflcd it to his lips. My fpirits, over- 
come with the agitation they had been^ 
in, failed me, and 1 began to weep more 
like a mourner than one jn the excefs of 
joy. My Lord accompanied my teara 
with fome.of his, which fccmed greatly 
to relieve him, and rcftore him to his 
fpeech* " I cannot, my Ophelia," faid 
he, *' prefume to alk your pity •, I am 
*^ opprcfled with the confcioufnefs of 
" rather dcferving your hatred ; but I 
" am ' fore if you knew what I have 
** fufFcrcd, and ftill fufFer, your generous 
*' and gentle nature would look on me, 
♦• however blamcable, yet as an objeft 
** worthy your compaffion, fince my pu- 
** nifhment has been adequate to the 
** greated offence, and if it could bo 
*• expiated muft be fufficient. to wafh it 
•* away, 1 thought it impoflible to be 
'* a greater wretch than I was while I 
*• imagined Sir Charles Lifdalc poflefled 
" your heart •, but fmce 1 learnt from 
•* Lady Palcftioe the injufticc I hav£ done 
K 5 '' you. 
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*' you, and how grievoufly you have 
" fuffcred by it, I have been ten thdu- 
** fand times more - mifcrable ; the pak- 
" ncfs of your cheeks, and the. langlior 
*' in your eyes, are reproaches that rend 
^*' my heart. To fee you thus, is worfe 
*^ than being torn from you. Oh my 
** Ophelia, can you ever forgive me." . 

My Lord, indeed^ appeared fo very 
wretched, that I could not add to his felf 
reproaches ; but, on the contrary, endea- 
voured to extenuate his fault j I affured 
him, ** that if his negleft had made me 
" fick, his kindnefs would be my cure ; 
** that it had almoft made me well al- 
** ready ; and that the pleafure I now 
*' felt compenfated all paft pains, ^hich 
** would only ferve, henceforward, to 
*'. heighten all my happinefs by compa- 
*' rifon." But all I could fay feemed to 
increafe his grief, inftead of alleviating ir. 
He begged " I would be lefs generous, 
** and faid my goodncls added to his mi- 
^* fery, in (hewing him ftill more criminal 
«' in wronging,, in afHiding, an angcL" 
I found, by converfing with him, that he 
had defired Lady Paleftinc to obfervc my 
behaviour, and difcover my fentiments ; 
that ibe had written him word of what 

paffed 
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palled in her vifit to me, which afFeded 
him fo much that he fet out that inftant, 
and would not fufFer the darkcft, mod 
ftormy night in the whole winter, to flop 
hirii in his journey, fo impatient was he 
to fee me. The moment he arrived, he 
^irent.CQ Lady Paleftine, to learn every cir- 
cumftance more particularly than he coul4 
by her letter, which both fatisfied an4 
touched him ftill more fenfibly. 

He could not venture to fee one whom 
he had fo much, injured, as he was pjeaied 
to think he had done me, without firft 
aflciog permiffion*, bu£ jpot,. having, pa^ 
tienqe to ftay for his fervant's return mth 
my anfwer, he met him half way, which 
occafioned his being with, me fo imme«» 
diately, ? 
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CHAP. XXV. 

I NOW found that nothing was fo be- 
neficial to the conftitution as eale of 
mind. A few days p^fkd in happinefs^ 
made a greater progrefs in my recovery, 
than all the medicines which the phyfr« 
cian yet had prefcribed n>e. As grief 
Was the caufe of my ficknefs^ it was but 
natural that health (hould be the confe-^ 
quencc of my felicity. * 

I now- firft learnt to play the hypocrite r 
my Lordfeenied fo t«iderly anxious for 
my health, and reproached himfelf fo 
much for every-pain I felt, that when I 
was moil ill, I durft not indulge myfelf ii^ 
.the peevifli fatisfaftion of complaining;, 
perceiving that he fuflFered more by my 
ikknefs than I did *, for though I inftant- 
ly forgave him, he cquld not forgive 
himfel£ Had it not been for the confi- 
deration, that what has once been, may 
bt again^ and the fear of my Lord's rc- 
lapfing at any time into the fame fort 
of whim, I Ihould have been happier 
than ever ; for he was now never an hour 
ia the day abfenc Even ficknefs had its 

plcafurc I 
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pteafure; his care and watchful iaittcnd:*^ 
^ce turned pain into delight* I took 
advantage of my diforder to excufe my 
keeping at home^ that I might not lofe 
my Lord's company for thofe who I be* 
gan to lee aded upon cuftom, foUieiting 
what they did not defire, and begging for 
what they would not cbufe to have grant** 
ed. I had karat that to. be impertinent 
was civil, and thoroughly troublefomc 
was b^ng perfeftly well-bred. I found 
that the aim of the complaifant was not 
fo much to pleafe^ as to appear pleafed ; 
tr4sfting to vanity for itendering.it mtnuah 
in confequence of thefe cuftoms, I wa& 
too ibon obliged to mortify myfelf and 
plague others, to avpid affronting them^ 
though .1 deferred as long as my healtk 
would leave me the fhadow of an excufe« 
. The firft day i went to Lady Paleftinc'$i 
I met Sir Charles Lifdale there, who feem* 
ed to haveiojQ: all vivacity, which had reo** 
dered him fo agreeable. He approached 
me with a very dejeded air, and uied ail 
poflible int^eaties to perfuade me to ad«- 
ttrit a vifit from him. When they failed, 
he expacinted on his paffion with an cle^ 
^gance and appearance of (incerity that 
'aflSe^ted me» though not with love. The 

very 
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very thoughts of marrying him created 
a kind of diflike in me, which I did not 
feci before ; but yet he feemed fo ferioufly 
touched in all he faid, that I was forty 
to add to his uneafinefs. Endeavouring 
to comfort him, I aflured him of my re- 
card and gratitude, exprefEng great plea- 
iure in the expeftation of fixing him of- 
ten ar Lady Palcftine*s as ufual; but he 
told me that •* if I was abfolute in my 
*' determination, he muft feek for cafe 
** in abfence •, for that he fhould be 
*' wretched with fo poor a rieturn,^ unlefe 
.** my cruelty could conquer his paffion." 
I could not, help -thinking the. whole* fex 
diftradked: to forfwear any farther ac^ 
quaintance with me, if he could not have 
jny company at all times, and fixed for 
life, appeared to me as unreafonable as 
if a man was to kill himfeif becaufe he 
did not poffefs every thing he . wifticd ill 
this world; refufing to enjoy the folid 
comforts of life, if fome trifling benefit 
was denied him, I was forry Sir Charles 
mzs determined to avoid me ; I thereby 
loft the converfation of a man I greatly 
liked and efteemed ; and Lord Dorcheftcr 
now appeared fo eafy about him, that 
1 had no reafoa to fear any inconve* 

niences 
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nierices fliould arife from Our acquaint-- 
ance. My Lord' endeavoured to account 
for his jealoufy from the general tiicon- 
ftahcy of both fexes; but I could ndtr 
think this a fufficient reafon for it, as 
incoriftancy towards him could not be 
fo well juftified as in many cafes; for 
by what I could learn, the general prac- 
tice of deceit makes people appear fa 
much better at firft, that on long ac=- 
quaintanc€ they prove to be, that to 
continue to love them, rather than ceafe 
to do fo, Ihould be termed inconftancy^ 
When the merit difappcars, the objeft 
©f a reafonable affeftion is no longer the 
fame, and love, like all other ftrutfturcs^ 
ihould fall when the foundation finks: 
our love fliould follow our efteem, and 
confequently no one can have a right to 
the one, after he has forfeited his title 
to the other. When the deceit appears, 
by the maflc's falling off the mind, the 
man can have no better demand upon 
our hearts than his pifture has ; indeed 
fcarcely fo much, a3 the painted canvas 
is moft innocent, but the daubed hypo- 
crite moil criminal. Lord Dorchefter's 
virtues fccrtied to me too real and per- 
manent to reduce a woman to change,, 

and 
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and therefore I could not ^lU^yf he had 
a good excufb for his fufpicioiis; and I 
was fully determined to avoid ^xcitin^ 
any for the future,; by watching my be- 
haviour more narrowly, and not leaving 
my vivacity under the command of my 
innocence, fince that could not defend, 
it from giving oSence. Sir Charles 
could no longer be an objeA of uneafi* , 
ncfs 5 for after meeting him .once more 
at Lady Palcftine's, when hp took a 
mod affedionate fdrewel,. which I re- 
turned with all the fincerity of my warm- 
eft good wifhes, he left; Ixmdon, giving 
out that he wa^ going to make i^e tour 
of Europe. He politely faid, " in hopes 
" by the variety pfobjeds, and diffi* 
<' pation, to baniih me from his mind/* 
) could not think but this arduous afiair 
might have been contrived with lefs 
trouble i af>4 have been more con* 
vinced of it fipcc experience . has fliewa 
jpe that the memory is not one of thofe 
hard compofitions, oiit of which ira- 
preffions are fo very difficult to erafc *, 
I have feen a woman wafe her lover 
from her rem^mbraace in lefs time than 
Ihe could get a fpor of ink out of htr 
ruflSe, . 

Could 
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Could I have brought myfclf to follow 
the cuftom of being denied, I fhould have 
been tempted to abate my civility to my 
acquaintance. But the praftice of falfliood, 
however trifling the circumftance, appeared 
to me a thing of confequence j it learns 
people to difregard truth ; and we cannot 
expeft thofe whom we teach to lye for our 
convenience, fliould forbear it when it 
may turn to their advantage. It is cor- 
rupting the minds of perfons, who, being 
in out power, ought to be the objefts of 
our care, whofe principles we fhould watch 
Over and improve by precept and example. 
Your Ladyrfiip has qbferved, that my opi-' 
nion and praftice arc ftill the fame in this 
particular, though acknowledging the in-; 
conveniencies arifing from it ; but greater 
evils cannot difpenfc with Our adheretice 
to truth. The temptation was certainly 
never ftronger than at the time of which 
I am fpeaking •, when Lord Dorchefter^s 
conftant converfation was a necefTary re- 
ward for what I had lately fufiered : ^nd 
yet I had lefs liberty of enjoying it at 
home than abroad, as I was obliged to di- 
reft all my converfation to my viutors. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXVL 

AMONG other places where I went 
after the recovery of my happinefs 
and my health, was the malqucrade- 
The company, befide Lady Paleftine^ 
Lord Dorcheftcr, and Lord Larborough,, 
who was become very intimate with my 
Lord, were Lady Cambridge, Lady Ro- 
chefter, and Mifs Baden, of whom I IhalL 
give your Ladyfliip fome little account 
before I proceed with them to the Hay- 
market. Lady Cambridge claims the firft 
place ', and far be it from me to rob hec 
of a precedency fhe would not have re- 
linquiflied, no not in pafling^ over a dung- 
hill, for her whole eftate. For the ho- 
nour of having been the firft woman, I 
believe fhe would foon have been con- 
tented to have refigned her cxiftenc.e> 
and to have lain as long in the gr^ve as 
our mother Eve has.. With all this (he 
was courteous to exccfsj for being per- 
fuaded that a word from her was a. 
great honour to thofe who received it,. 
and being of a benevolent dlfpofition,. 
Ihe generoufly beftowed that ineftima- 

ble 
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ble 'favour oh all fhe met.\ Humility 
was the virtue on which Ihe particularly 
piqued herfelf ; aad to make it known 
to otl>er9, fhe lived in a perfeft con- 
volfion ou civility, and had not a limb 
or feature that, was not as much ov^r- 
ftrained by the violence of her endea- 
vours as hercomplaifance. In the height 
of thefe agitations, on^, could as little 
knpw her peffon as her, mind by the 
courtefy flie profeffed. .Nq one fo bit- 
terly inveighed againft proud perfons,^ 
telling you that pride was her detefta- 
tion. Convinced her approbation ftamped 
a value on every thing, fhe would praife 
every part of your drefs, in order to 
giv^ a dignity to trifles, 1 never faw 
a Woman who fo truly laboured in her 
calling, for aflrability was her profeflion. 
If it was in the power of a perfon one 
4id notefteepi,.i|o humble one, thejm- 
petuofity.of her civility would have -done 
iti for her cbmplaifance^ was an infult,, 
and her fawning, infolcnce. - They ap- 
peared only to her inferiors; to her eq,uals. 
in birth, fhe was (lately .and imperious. 
Like ^thc generous lion^, flje would con- 
defcend to engage with ^n infignificant- 
plebeian, but. would entj5|- th^ combat- 
: ' with 
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with a true beroick fpirit, if her anta« 
gonift was of fuch noble blood as dcferv- 
€cl her notice, and defend her glorious 
prerogative of precedency at the expence 
of every rule of good breeding. Lady 
Rochefter was a perfon of fublimer no- 
tions than to difpute the precedency I 
have given to Lady Cambridge. She 
Was in perfon tall and thin, forn^al ia 
her manner, and folemn in her counte- 
nance. Her chief employ was readings 
an<l the great purpofe of it to appear wife^ 
not to be fo. She acquired a fmattering 
in many ftudies ; and having annafied a 
great number of technical terms, fhe 
• ajpplied them to all fubjefts, whether 
proper or improper, and by happy chance 
they were generally mifplaccd. If a rib- 
bon was the topick of difcourfe, fte de^ 
livered her fentiments in mathematical 
phrafes ; if fhe ordered any of het familjr 
affairs, which, indeed, wai but feldomy 
for her genius foared above fucfc vulgar 
things, fhe would borrow hcrexpreffions 
from metaphyficks, and talk of the 
'* entity or a piece; of beef,' the non- 
^^ exiftencc of a pigeon pyc arid the 
^ heterogenous particles in falmigon- 
** di i"- or changing fcience, but ftili re- 
maining 
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tnaining fcicntific, would expatiate on the 
** infinitiffimaJs in minced meat/* To de- 
fcribe an: dfffcmbly, flic woAki call agro- 
nomy to her afliltancc, and algebra muft 
furttifti its quota of words^ to enable her 
to inform you of the numbers that *were 
at it. "No perfon cowid be- m6ntione4 
^itb^lit reminding her of fotoe one in an- 
tiquity. If a gentlemati appeared' inat- 
terltivcj ^' bewas ate abfeat^s Architiiede^ 
^^ when%Tacufe waistaksii." . Ifapbrlbn 
eipr^ffcd croncern at the ^great prevalence 
iof vioe, ** he was like Heraclitois, weep. 
*' ing for follicis he cotrld net cure; 
^^ ^ Wd: thefefofre iklc ^ vifed iAm «t?o mba- 
*^ bit a tub, iifceiSbgenw^xinteftaie Wtould 
*«l^ctffeiyitoiMcp*£tpe*fedki'on in finite be- 

^« of^li prefeiente-, ^for that jfll ^es'h^ 
^ be^w'cofpupti 'atiditfucry natidn wcious^ 
;^«-ei«c^^ fome fow j*ft which ihe ^o«>ld 
T«rt dffrtT' to mention; arty I mwoTthflft to 
<?num'erfi^(J thb dfflfeeen^iviGes? df >alt fcin^- 

fcpuek/, ^aA(d' formetimesv fcarcely fp^riA^ 
the fravtty of ouf ftrft * p'arents. If tfifc 
perfoft' whom (he taddreffcrd, as ^vttulfl 
loftcn '!)€'' 'the' cafe, tiappened to latlgh at 
^ 4nmidacion of ^ifdom (he-beltow^d 

upon 
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iipon him, (he wbiild obfervc, ** that the? 
** rifibility was one of. the^moft diftin* 
" guifliing xharaaetifttcs of! the humari 
,^ . (pedes, . yetas.laughtcr arofe from prid^, 
.". it ought to .be fupprcfTed :" but if. he 
did not bompofehis countenance into pro- 
per . gravity on this^ rebuke, (he would 
declare him *' as indocile as Nero : to iSe- 
" ixeoa's iBftruftions/' and t-herfcfore leave 
**; him. If a man vhad. an in:kpedi|nent in 
his fpecch, *^ he 'hammered like Alqibi* 
ades/* .'A narrow pafTage. wafe,*' th^ 
" ftrcights'of TJi^rrttopylaB;"aijd if any 
people dood at one tnd; tff'it, (he never 
failed difto^ering a. Ueonjda^ .iaoiPOgft 
them; If", arla^y i^Wpeicd. ^a pm^l e( 
fc^ndal, ** ijfhe:«w^s -rnqre >(ewfe than 'jth« 
Athenian Oftracjfai^ frofn. wfeicb thcjuft 
Ariftidps could not cfcapc. uhcenfuVed," If 
fl}e was pfFcnded with- a-fqpi (he .declared 
him ^' more effeminate than Sardanapalus, 
** MdinaotjeinfJoieptr thw: the raoit-in^ 
**;tiV4Lo£tbe/MfiFQVig.i€nne Race.' A 
;cbvintcy: fquircrjcafhe^ by dbartce injo her 
company 'once, whea- 1 was i p^feirit;, and 
(he cl-ied out '^ he was . more fayage than 
«* the ^ Huns, GOrtis, or Vandals; and 
*' Axilh or Ge.nfer;ick were polite in cony 
:« p^ifpa.Qf fchat ;barb»ariap.* ' i If p, k^\\ 
.^-r; was 
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^as mentioned, (he would declare her 
longing define to fee the Salian dance ; and 
grieve for the degeneracy of mankind in 
not reviving the Olympic games. A war 
was particularly fortunate for her •, as.fhc 
would, from the (malleft fkirmifh, find an 
opportunity of talking of the battle of 
Marathon, of Cannae^ or fome other equal- 
ly remote from the prdent age; and :0f 
advifing every GeneraLlhe faw'to a new 
way of martialling' his army, parciciriaHy 
recommending to him the imitation of :thc 
Macedonian phalanx. She affronted feven 
young ladies, reiplendentJy drefled, who 
were (landing together, telling them " they 
*« reminded her of. Urli Major:*' the fi- 
mile, did not found well, .and they all 
frowned liioft uncourteoufly ; but could 
not difcourage her froiii addrefling a lady 
cloathed in filvcr tiflue, on her " Ihining 
*« like the Galaxy.*' Folly, as well as 
vice, Sometimes is produdlive of good to 
part of the fociety j thus,; her Ladyfliip's 
pedantic vanity, gave her a right. to the 
praife given to Lewis, fincc it muft be 
laid, 

That (he the living gcniqs fed. 
And rais'd the fcieatifi^c head. 

For 



Si6 O P H E t I A. 

For flattering herfelf with a notion of 
being a female JVJecaenas, as ihe would 
often indircdly call herfelf, flie imitated 
his bounty, if fhc could not rival his judg* 
ment ; and reconciled thofe two parts of 
man, the mind and body, which are apt 
to be fo much at variance, that where one 
18 greatly attended to the other generally 
ibmrs fi!TereIy by i;iegle6b« 

Whether there is lefe variety in good 
than in evil, or that we^are apt to be move 
concife in our panegyrics than our fadres, 
I know not, but few words, thoi^h much 
afk&ion^ will fall to Mifs Baden's fiiare. 
Folly is extremely various, but good fenfc 
is uniform, and from its perfect confift- 
ency is foon delcribed. I had not then 
met with a woman whom I thought fo 
agreeable as Mifs Baden : flic was Icveral 
years older than myfelf, and feemed well 
acquainced with the world •, was fenfible, 
polite, modeft, and genteel 5 her voice 
remarkably pleafing^ and rho* not hand- 
' fome, had a great deal of fweetnefs in her 
-countenance; 

Mifs Baden was a good deal difpoied in 
my favour ; fo well inclined to each other, 
I belifeve we ihould then have become in- 
timate,' had not Lord Dorcheftcrdiicourag- 

cd 
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ed it, and as much as poflable interrupted 
our acqnaintapce. As he had known her 
longer, I coiild not doubt but (he had 
fouks which had difgufted him, tho* I had 
not perceived them ; and therefore avoid- 
ed her to the utmoft of my power* The 
reafon of my Lord's objefting to her will 
be obvious to your Ladyftiip^ to whom I 
need not fay that he feared her difccrn* 
ment, and the frankncls of her nature^* 
which muft together enable her to fee the 
arts iifed to in)pofe upon me, as well as 
the end defigned by them, and induce her 
to difcover the whole to 'one whom a wo- 
man of her fenfe and virtue muft pity, for 
being too likely to become the prey of 
arts and vices (he could not fufpeft, and 
therefore was the Icfs qualified to baffle. 

In this company I went to the mafque* 
rade, which had been fo defcribed to me 
as to raife ray curiofity very much ; but in 
abfurdky it exceeded what my cxpeftation 
had formed of it. The motley phantafr 
tick crew feemed to me more like what 
the imagination reprefcnts to us in fleep^ 
when the body is difordered, than any real 
objefts that ever appear before our eyes^ 
and I have often thought their caufes bore 
fome refemblancc ;o each oth.er. DrcaH)s 

Vol L L are 
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zitt generdly the effefts of excefies, or of 
feverilh heats ; mafqucrades arc the pro- 
-duce of a ftrangc cxccrfs of fancy, an over- 
heated imagination, fet to work by a wiW 
defirc of amufement. 

The variety of (hocking forms terrified 
me, till ufc had a little familiarized them 5 
and I found that this affembly, in the opi- 
flion of moft pec^le, received its terrors, 
ajot from mafking the faces, but unmafk- 
ing the mind. When I learned that the 
£nglifh were fuch great enemies to fince- 
rity that flone dared praftice it bare-faced, 
I allowed there was fome excufc for thus 
defending themfelves from the ill efFedts 
of fo uncommon an indulgence of that 
virtue. I ihould imagine fome relaxation 
from the painful exercifes of diflimulatbn 
and flattery rteceflSiry, and might be pro- 
duftive of general good. But the divine 
countenance of truth is lb fcldom feen 
here, that if by chance fte does appear, 
fte is often miOiaken foi* ill nature. Nor 
can one wonder at the error; for (he is,* 
according to the fia(hionable phrafes, " one 
♦* that nobody knows,*' ** one that one 
** never meets any where :** and there- 
fore, if (he will intrude, it is not wonder- 
ful if (he U fo ill treated as to be forced 

immediately 
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immediately to withdraw. The impreP 
fion (he leaves behind only ferves to make 
her avoided like a bugbear, and ridiculed 
without mercy ; fo generally rebuffed, that 
ihe can fcarcely find ftielter in a cottage ; 
for {he fcldoni meets with a very different 
reception from the moft fumptuous pa- 
laces down to the pooreft hut ; (he may^ 
indeed, perceive that the force of her 
charms can be properly known only on 
long acquaintance. There is a feveritf 
in her countenance which may pleafe lefs, 
at firft, than the alluring fweetnefs o£ 
fafhood; but, in time, her's is feen to 
be unfading beauty, and tho* Ihe may 
fometimes appear fevefc, is never morofe. 
The whole majefty in her mein plcafes, 
while it awes beholders, who have any 
tafte for true loveliinefs ; and the longer 
Jier votaries ferve her, the more they arc 
captivated with her charms ; time in- 
creafcs their love, and familiarity raifes 
their adoration, an effeft not to be paral- 
lelled in any other cafe. From the little 
acquaintance people have with this divine 
goddefs, they fometimes miftake one for 
her who bears a fmall refemblance to 
fome of her features, but fo greatly height- 
ened and blqated, that to a diftinguifliing 
L 2 eye 
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eye flie is no more like her than a Sa- 
racen's head is like the Venus of Medicis, 
and her true names ar^ brutality and cen- 
forioufnefs. This ape of her divinity, I 
believe, frequents mafquerades as much or 
more than fhe does. Accuftomed to ex- 
cefles, people lofc the relifli for the true 
medium, and make but one ftep from 
flatt<?ry to abufe. 

Thofe who have fawned alid cringed in 
a drawing-room till after ten o'clock, will, 
before eleven, under the fhelter of an 
antick drefs and maik, be lavifhiy dealing 
out their impertinence and incivility in the 
Hay-market. Obferving this to Lady Ro- 
chefter, flie replied, *' that fhe looked on 
*' a mafquerade as the Englifh Saturna- 
♦' lia ; and as people of fafhion here were 
*^ more abjeft flaves to ceremonious forms 
*^ than the Roman domefticks were to 
** their matters, it was but reafonablc 
** that they Ihould have their days of li- 
•* berty to declare their difguft with im- 
** punity, and revile thofe they difap- 
*' prove." I found her Ladyihip fo pre- 
judiced in favour of the Saturnalia, be- 
caufe of its antiquity, that Ihe made no 
diftinftion between freedom and licentiouf- 
ncfs. 

I foon 
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I foon perceived that I (hould acquire 
more knowledge of the true difpofitions 
of mankind at three of thefe aflemblies, 
than by living three months^ in the polite 
world; for it was the firft time I fav/ 
people in theii- natural charafters; the 
mind was now apparent, the face only 
hid -, and, as the company I was with 
were much ufed to thefe entertainments^ 
they could fee thro' the malks, whicii 
would have concealed many of my ac- 
quaintance from my lefs difccrning eyes, 
and by their afliftance I perceived the 
forced prude indulging in coquetry; the 
afFeftedly grave giving a loofe to mirtH 
and pleafure; the fawning, pert and 
impertinent ; great ftatefmen condefcend- 
ing to be trifling, and philofophers to 
be foolifii -, all laying afide thofe parts 
which intereft, the love of power, or 
of fame, induced them to a6t in piib- 
lick. 

Lady Cambridge was as new to this en- 
tertainment as myfelf, never having been 
at a mafquerade before ; and I could fee 
the great familiarity with which every one 
accofted her, with as little diftindtion as 
they could the lowed plebeian, greatly of- 
fended her pride, and (he could fcarcely 
L 3 pre- 
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prevail on herfclf to conceal fo much no- 
bility under a mafk. Tnat I might be fure 
of the caufc of the diftuibance I perceiv- 
ed in her, I obfcrved that " this divcr- 
•' fion feemed an cnxblem of death ;. it 
^^ laid all hearts open, and put an end 
*^ to all diflimulation and pretence ; and 
^' if the rcfufredlion was not fo quick, I 
" fhould be more on a par with die reft 
*' of the world, fincc I was not one of the 
*' number who durft not appear without 
^^ an internal mafk, unlefs I had an exter* 
*' nal one to conceal me : that, like the 
•« grave too, it levelled all diftinftions^ 
" and brought high and low on an equa- 
** lity.*' Upon thus touching the tender 
point, her Ladyfhip anfwered, that ** in- 
*' deed (he thought mafquerades could ne* 
*' ver long meet with encouragenaent from 
*' perfons of rank, unlefs they could find 
5* out a method of diftinguifliing their 
** conditions/* I propofed a coronet oa 
the mafk, as the eafieft method of fixing 
the flamp of rank and fafhion on thofe 
who could claim it. She was charmed with 
the thought, and declared " fhe would 
' ^* endeavour to bring her friends into it ; 
*« and if it once became general, fhe fhould 
?^ be a cpnftant perfon at thoft diverfions, 

** fmce 
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♦* fince in every refpefl: but that levelling 
*^ quality (he liked them extremely." 

^ mafquerade by no means anfwered 
my cxpcdations; the variety of charac- 
tcrs^ which I was told were there perfoa- 
ated, fcemed to promife jnuch entertain- 
ment 5 but before half the evening wa$ 
fpent^ I found that wit, the grear re- 
quifite to make them fi>, was a fcarce com- 
modity i and that after* the wearer was 
once dreffed, he thought as little of the 
cbaradtet he b^d aflumed, as he did pf 
jhe propriety of it when he chofc the ha»- 
\Ht^ Thus one fees. a. barkquin Hmpinff 
with difficulty a-crofs the room; an ola 
woman ikipping and dancing more nimb*' 
ly than any of the company j a French pe- 
iil maitre pcnfive or flecpy; a fortune- 
teller dancing a minuet ; a l^ear exercifing 
the height of folemn politenefsj a fhep* 
berdefs bold and impudent % a nun coquet- 
tiftily frilky ; a Turk drinking wine; and t 
Spaniard eafy, gay, and familiar. 

Tho' novelty has. great charms, yet I 
grew weary before the grcatcft part of the 
company v the latcncfe of the hour con- 
tributed more than any thing to tire me* 
I could not reconcile myfelf to the cuftom 
of the civilized part of the world, of re* 
L 4 verfing 
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verfitig the orders of nature, of fleeping 
the beft part of the day, neglcfting the 
fun in his brightnefs, and inventing artifi- 
cial lights to illumine the night. It 
was ftrange to me to find that people were 
never lively but when they fhould be at 
reft. 

I was inclined to fufpeft then>of a fu^ 
perftitious regard to midnight ; efpecially 
when I reflefted that the only muGc which 
was on any fettled cftabliftimcnt, and the 
only lay monitor, performed at that time^ 
and in the darkeft feafon of the year; 
a time, to perfons who keep regular 
hours, the moft unfit for mufic, fince 
there v^ill fcldom be much harmony in the 
minds of people waked out of a fleep 
which was beginning to refrefh them after 
the labours of the day, even .tho' Cecilia 
herfelf was to be the mufician. 

The Chriftmas monitor is better imagin- 
ed, as he firft roufes them with his bell ; 
and thus prepares them, with no fmall fo- 
lemnity to Men to the moral fentenccs 
which he has moft ingenioufly put into 
verfe. Not fuch, indeed, as the mufes 
infpire, and entitle the. author to the pure 
ft reams of Helicon ; ale being both his in- 
Ipirer and his reward^ and inftead of 

flying 
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flying on the back of Pcgafus, he creeps 
with a crutch. This inftitution I have 
often thought might be of great ufe in a 
religion whofe doiStfine w^s defigned to 
fright from fin by well wrought terrors, 
rather than to encourage virtue by hopes. 
The awful found of his bell, at an hour 
to which darknefs and the ftillnefs of 
night gives a folemnity, would greatly 
heighten the figures and ftrengthen the 
metaphors, in a difcourfe formed to work 
on the fears of our timorous imaginations. 
Religious hobgoblins, as well as childifh 
bugbears, are but little believed in fun- 
Ihine. That great luminary difpels fuper- 
ftition as well as all other clouds and va- 
pours; it clears the underftanding as well 
as the Iky •, it nourifhes only what is natu- 
ral, banilhing all phantaftick forms, which 
are forced to fly before it and take fhelter 
under the fliade of night, when the mind is 
more gloomy and lefs rational. NotwitK- 
fianding my objedlions of turning the night 
into day, I was obliged, in great meafure, 
to conform to the general cuftom, .tho' ne- 
ver fo far as to fuffer it to deprive me of 
the enjoyment of the blefled fun, whofe prc- 
fcnce had more charms for me than the 
company of thofe vyho defpifed it ; fo that 
L 5 my 
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my nights^ not my days, were abridged 
by theie late entertainments \ and the next 
was obliged to make up to me for the en- 
croachments on the night before, if requi- 
fite, which ic feldom was, as I had been 
accuftomed to takelitde fleepw 
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CHAR XXVIL 



IT was ufual with Lord Dorch^'fl'er and 
mt to take a morn i^g walk, when- 
ever the weather would pefrflit it, in die 
f5relds' leading t© Chelfea j which gave 
rrfe to an adventure fo interefting, that 1 
eannot forbear comnnunicatte git to youf 
Lradyfhip, rho* it is foreign to the hiftory 
1 have engaged to give you of rrvyfelf; 

For fcveral days together we obferved 
a nnan, who with care Avoided the pub- 
lic path, tho* he walked in the fame 
fields. Curiofity at laft tennpted us to 
go up to hinn. His fickly and dejefted 
afpcift' ejtcited our -compaffion. Lord 
Dorchefter, whofe humanity m^dfe hiiti 
feel for the diftrefles 6f others, tho' of fuch 
a nature as he could never have experienced, 
was greatly touched with the appearance 
of wretchednefs fo vifible in this man. He 
was fittrng down on the trunk of a tree; 
we fixated ourfelves by him ; he attempted 
fb tife, more from a dcfire of flying foci- 
cty than from an humble intention of grv- 
ing place to pcrfons who foemed more in 

fortune's 
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fortune's favour than himfelfj but my 
Lord would not permit him to leave us* 
After afking feveral queftions about indif- 
ferent things, and with great difficulty 
leading him into difcourfe, my Lord told 
him, that *' he might appear impertinent 
*' in thus forcing himfelf into his acquain- 
*' tance, ,but that eompaffion, and a defire 
*' to affift hioi, was his motive. That he 
*' appeared unhappy -, and if it was not 
*' improper, we Ihould be infinitely obliged 
*^' to him if he would inform us what was 
*' the occafion of it*'* 

The poor man ihoqk his head, and de- 
clined complying with his requeft, faying^ 
*' nothing was Icfs agreeable to hear nor 
*« to relate^than a feriesof diftreffes 5 that 
" he made it a rule never to talk of his 
** misfortunes ^ for if he met with bad^ 
** ill naturcd people, they would diflike 
** him for being wretched,- and avoid hia\ 
*' as if mifery was infeftious. On the 
^* contrary, to peribns of humanity he 
*« would not chufe to give even the pain 
" of eompaffion," And, indeed, fo much 
did he ad: up 10 this declaration, that he' 
could riot be prevailed upon to give ^any 
account of himfelf. My Lord fitting he 
was not likely to fucceed by intreaties, en- 
deavoured 
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deavourcd to ;draw him iftto the fubjeft ; 

and taking the hint from his cloaths^ which 

were a tattered fuit of regimentals, begart 

to expatiate on all the hardfhips to which 

military men are liable. Among the reft-, 

he took notice of the unhappy ftatc of a 

diibanded regiment. My Lord no fooner 

fell on this topic, than, it was. very vifible 

in the poor man's couxuenance that he had 

hit upon the caufe of his diftrefs.^ My 

Lord perceiving this, dwelt on the fub- 

jcdt, and imagined all the cafes in which 

it could be moft cruel \ fuppofed many of 

thcfe- men. to have wives and childrcrf to 

maintain^ o^U of a; half-pay which could 

fcarcely afford fupport to themfelvcs y de- 

fcribed the continual folicitation to. men in . 

power \ and the negle<5t and indignities 

which, he faid, poverty was apt to receive. 

He then talked of ^he anxious ftate of a 

ftiitor'5 mind,: elevated with hppes,. only 

to. be- ; funk the next moment in defpain 

The poor mftn could hqjd out no longer; 

tears^ ran down his face, and he begged of 

my Lord to fay no more, for he had 

touched the firing r Of his : misfortunes ; 

crying o^t, with ^ kind of agpny, '* I have 

*' too Jong fuffered all, and more than 

J^. ygu have dcfcribcd, and gone thro* the 

' . " ~ ** fcenes 
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^ fcenes youFfmaginatiosiiba^dfilf drawii^ 
^ Be grateful^ Srr^ to Providcnccy ibr ne^ 
*« ver having afBided yon with fuck nd^ 
•* fortuoes •, for I pcrceSve it h® not, cw 
" you could not have dwelt oft circmnh 
^ fiances* of which the bare reeoHednon, 
^ tho' the tinie of ibfFcfing waf paft, rnolb 
^ cut you to the fooL" Wound! of> to 
this pitch, it was eaify to draw hkn into 
a pelatioD of misfortunes which had too 
entire a pofifeffion of his thoughts to be 
any longer concealed ; hue it was^ feme 
lime before we could gel Inftt in«> a^ r^ 
guhiT narratbm The difturbance of \m 
mind made him repeat a confufed fet of 
fa&s^ miaped with fach pathetic extkifna* 
tionSy as drew tears from my eyes. Ho^t^ 
ever, at lad my Lord compofed his fpiria 
i^ far, that he begai thus.: 
. ♦* My name. Sir, is TraVerfe. t tira$ 
^ put into the army as'fodn.as 1 was abte 
♦1 to carry a pair of colours^ which>n9yiitt<' 
••i thcr^ who was a Colonel, gave mfe^ 
•« hvSL dying foon after, and leaving^ tcA 
♦* with nothing for' my fupport biK the 
" profits, of nrty poft and the gratktfde of 
** his friends, among whom^ he had fpent 
^< his jforiun«e, it was not long before )eX- 
^ peridnced the difagi^eeable parcsi of >jiiy 

;^' profeffion. 
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** profeffion. My fethei^s friends careffed 
^ me, indeed, and courted me into %h^ir 
•* company;, which was attended with e^r- 
" pences very inconvenient to me. t 
«* durft not, however, wholly negle<5t them^ 
** as I hoped a retijrn from their frietid* 
•* (hip, the frail dependanee of people of 
^ my profeflion, where intereft is itne fo- 
^ vereign difpcwer of every thing. But 
. ^ the firfk opportunity ' I had of trying 
•f theft friends Ihewed toe, that if hope 
^ was a picafwre, i€ was? one I was likely 
** long to enjoy. Every vacancy in our 
*" regiment raifed it, and I got no prefcr- 
« mefnt to grati^ it. Somebody or other 
^ was conftantly put over my head, t-ho* 
•♦ they Ibmetimes cou^d fcarcely pcrforrfl 
**^ the cafy exercifes praftilcd among u^. 
* My patrons affared me they dixJ all they 
•* could'; but fomc great jpower fraftrated 
<* their endeavours. However, they fed 
♦^ me with prcwnifcs of procuring me the 
^ next Lieutjeflancy. For fomfe year^ T 
•• befteve*, their intentions correfponded 
«* with their words ; but, at laft, I found 
« the higheft favour I ffeouldever receive 
•* from them was being drawn into theif 
" foBies' and expences," little fuitable t6 
J* my inclinations or income-, being treated 

with 
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•* with the little ceremony of a dcpcn- 
^' dant, and obliged to pleafe their con- 
•' venience and pride» ^hich led them to 
*^ like having gentlemen in their train of 
^* followers. Many would ihew me as a 
*' young man whom they had taken un- 
" der their protcdion, and whofe fortune 
•' they intended to pufli, having a great 
*• regard for my father ^ and never failed 
** infinuating that they conferred continue 
*• obligations upon me. This greatly 
*' mortified my pride, as I was confcious 
*• of receiving none from them, unlefs 
•* they cftecme^ difagreeabic converfation 
•' as fuch. Finding I: was. not likely to 
" be raifed by their in tereXt ; and. that, 
^^ notwithilanding I had been in feveral 
** engagements, and received particular 
** encomiums from my officers, yet ftill I 
♦* was pafled by in every preferment, as 
«< much as if it had been impoffible for 
♦* me to change my poft, I at lad bc- 
*< gan to negleft them, and, in 'defpair, 
*' refolved to think no more of it, but to 
«« try whether time would be a better 
«* friend. Fortunately for me we had a 
^* new Colonel foon after this, who, un- 
<< derftanding how long I had been in the 
^* regiment, and having enquired into 

!* my 
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** my charaftcr, and the reafon of my 
•*" remaining fo long an Enfign, told me 
" X fliould fee that merit had greater in- 
•* tereft with him than the recommen- ^ 
** dations of people in power ; and ac- * 
*' cordingty gave me the firft vacant lieu- 
*' tenancy. But he dying in a fhort time, 
*' I had no Opportunity of experiencing 
** his further goodnefs, which, I am per- 
*' fuaded, would have led him to promote 
" me in due order. However, I was to 
" owe the obligation to a fairer hand. 
" Sometime after my Coloriel's death, I 
" renewed my acquaintance with a young 
•* lady, which 4iad been for' many years 
** interrupted. During bur childhood we 
" l\ad been almoft continually - together; 
*' but Were feparatcd by an employment 
" which called her father into a foreign 
** country, from whence he was but juft 
" returned. I had not longvifitqd at his 
" houfe before i found a new kind of 
" uneafineis, which made me infenfible 
** to every thing that did not conccra my 
** great wifti, the longing I had to make 
*' my former playfellow the companion 
" of my foul. The recolledions of our 
" childiih fports, and all the paflages 
[^ of our inifent years, created an intimacy 

" between 
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<^ between us alrpoft as foon as we met. 
" Tho* flie was handfome, beauty was 
•* her leaft charm : her underftanding was 
•• excellent, though years and experience 
" could not be faidto have improved it.. 
•* Her heart was as free from blemi(h a» 
** it was filled with virtues- Then the 
*' numberlefs attraftions in every look 
*' and motion were fo far beyond de* 
" fcription, that I wUlbefilent, though. 
*' I could dwell on them for ever. I flat- 
" tcred myfclf with a belief of a fricndlf 
•' return of affeftion from this angel ; bat 
*' this was not fufBcient j I ardently longed 
^, that flie fliould conceive more tecSer 
*^ . fcntimcnts, though the low ftate of my 
•* fortune would not permit me to endea- 
*' vour to infpirc them, as I confidered 
" it was the mean$ of making her the 
" companion of my defpair, of which 
** alone I wi(hcd to aft the mifer, and to 
«' communicate no part to her. Acci* 
«« dent, however, betrayed the love I 
*' feared to reveaJ, and her behaviour 
«' upon the' occaCon ferved to bind n>y 
*' fetters fafter. Her generofity charmed 
** me to excefs ; and we foon enjoyed the 
" enchanting pleafure arifing from pro- 
5' fcffiona of mutual love, with all the 

" warmth 
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*' wa^^ith and delicacy that could be felt 
<« or. exprefled by people filled with a 
** paffionate tendernefs for each other, 
** and blefled with frequent interviews. 
♦* W? were fo happy we^ven forgot there 
** was a poffibility of being happier. But 
•* the evil ftar that prefided at my birth 
** would not leave me long in this fitua* 
*• tion. Th^ father of my Caroline, for 
*' that was my angel's name, died; and 
^* having feen the mutual affeftion be^r 
^^ tween me and his daughter, and the 
'^' difad vantages which wo^ild arife to her 
«« from an union between us, left her a 
f* good fortune, but on condition, fho 
** mould not marry me. Notwithftand* 
<* ing this cru^l ufage, flie (miracle of 
** goodnefs) grieved for a father who did 
♦* not deferve it from her, and I was fuf- 
<• ficiently employed in endeavouring to 
*♦ comfort her, tho' I was little able to 
^< bear a circuryiftance which, I thought, 
♦' muft deprive me of all my hopfcs > for 
*' I could not think of bringing her int6 a 
♦< ftate where her fypport muft end with 
«' my life, which had more than the com- 
<* mon chances of mortality againft it. 
^ But her generofity difr.egardcd thefe 

** dangers;. 
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•* dangers. She had a fum ot money 
?* (the legacy of an old aunt) fufEcienc 
*' to buy an exchange of a company for 
^* nrie. She prefled me to lay it out in 
•' this manner ; but I was determined 
*' againft making that ufc of it. It would, 
•* indeed, have made our income more 
**^ tolerable, but in cafe of my death (he 
*' muft have been left entirely deftitute. 
^^ After finding that herL generofity re- 
** filled all I could fay to deter her from 
*' (haring the fortune of fuch a wretch as 
" myfelr, (perhaps arguments fo contrary 
** to the tender fentiments of my heart 
•« were not enforced in a perfuafive man- 
" ner) I told her, that if (he would vcn- 
*' ture to marry me, and to (hare my 
<• poor commifiTion, I ftiould be the hap- 
" pied man on earth, and would place 
** her money in fuch a manner, that after 
" rny death it might be fome little de- 
*« pe-ndance for her ; but that I abfolutely 
^' would neither lay it out, nor receive 
*' any thing from it while I lived. She 
« feemed to confent, and we agreed to 
« relinquifti the fortune her father had 
" charged with fuch heavy conditions, 
?« and defpifc any treafurc whcii put in 

^' com- 
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** competition with the poffeflion of each 
** other. Various accidents, however, 
** deferred for fome time the execution of 
'* our purpofe. Moft of thefe delays, in- 
*' deed, proceeded from her; but my 
*' confidence in her truth and lov-e was 
^* fuch, that I could objedl to nothing fhe 
^' propofed, nor harbour any fufpicion of 
** a coldnefs in her heart. The. liberty 
V of fpending alnioft all my time with 
*''her confticuted a ftate of blifs, when 
*« fhe gave it fome interruption one day 
" by delivering to me a Captain's com- 
« miffion; in the procuring of which 
" fhe had laid, out all her little fortune. 
** While a friend (but an injudicious one) 
" had been tranfafting this affair, fhe had, 
" on fpecious pretences, deferred our mar- 
••"riage, to avoid my having the power 
*^ of preventing her from concluding it, 
. ** It was furprizing how well fhe had con- 
^"^ cealed the knowledge of it from me. 
*' I have fcldom been more fenfibly hurt 
*» than at this difcovery of what (he had 
«' done. She accompanied it with faying, 
*' that (he could not believe one who was* 
*^ fo . entirely mine, whofe life and every 

** thought 
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** thought and aftion depended fo much 
♦* on me, could ever remain in the world 
** after I had left it; and therefore (he 
" had taken care that I fhould enjoy the 
'* little fortune had given her; but ifihe 
" had had it in her pbwer to make me 
" the fmalleft reparation for the injoftice 
«* of mercenary people, flie fliould think 
** herfelf happy. Tho* I was overcome 
" with her generofity, yet my concern 
" got the better of my gratitude, and the 
^ firft thing I faid was, that (he had en- 
" tailed cowardice ' and conftartt mifery 
*« upon me ; for I (hould be ever wretched 
•* with the fear of what would i)ecome of 
« her if I were to die. Thefe fort of con- 
*« verfations, when the heart is fo much 
«« engaged in them as mine was, are never 
<* obliterated from the memory; but I 
« find I ought often to check myfelf, for 
^« I am very tedious in my narration. My 
** imagination was always too warm to 
•♦ fufFer me to confine myfelf to a few 
«« principal fafts, when the flighteft cir- 
« cumftances were of fuch infinite plea-. 
«« fure and importance to me. However 
»* I will fupprefs what pafled between us 
*« on the ftibjedt I have mentioned, tho' a 

^* thouland 
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thoiifand things my Caroline faid crowd 
to my remembrance, and fill me with 
rapture. But I will not allow utter- 
ance to one^ and only tell you, ia few 
words, that immediately after we were. 



married.* 
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CHAP. XXVIIL 

** 'T*^ H E joy (continued the poor 
** X Captain) which 1 received from 
*' the poffcffion of my dear Caroline would 
*' have rccompenced me for much greater 
** evils than thofe I had experienced 
*' in life. Every day difcovered.fomc 
** new virtue in her heart; time even 
** improved her charms-, and, however 
*' uncommon, what before marriage was 
*' only violent love and tender efteem, 
** grew in me almoft to love and adora- 
*• tion. She was fo good an ceconomift^ 
** that we lived very neatly on our fmall 
*':ana)mc; and (he appeared fo entirely 
'* contented, that my ambition was loft 
** in excefs of happinefs. I fcarcely 
" thought of farther preferment, nor felt 
*' the unjuft preferences given to much 
** younger officers than myfelf I faw 
** boys, qualified neither by age nor ex- 
*' perience for the loweft pofts in the 
*' army, put over my head, and could 
*' not find difturbance enough in my 
** mind to produce one murmur. 1 con* 

^< fxdercd 
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'^ fidered ProvideRce had kviflied its blefli 
** ings on me, when it gave me my Caro- 
** line ; and fo confiderable was my por* 
** tioa of happinefs, that I had no ti- 
*• tie to a(k for any thing more, but 
*« ought to leave to others the poor 
** efijoyments of preferment. Nothing 
^^ could tempt me out of her company^ 
«« but an endeavour to get fome little 
** place for her, which might afford her 
*« a fupport in cafe the thrdad of my 
** earthly felicity Ihoutd be cut. For 
** this I impofturted my friends •, for 
** though I had but little confidence in. 
^* them, yet this application feemed my 
*« only chance. My Succefs anfwered 
«' my faith; I got nothing done^ after 
** repeated trials, 'to remove this bur- 
*• den from my mind, which imbittered 
*« my joy by fo many painful refleftioris 
** it afmoft made me a coward. Death ap- 
** peared to me fo encompaffed with ter- 
** rors^ that I have often wondered how I 
** could hazard the meeting of it with tole- 
** rable compofure in the field, when ia 
*' the quiet of my own houfc the leafl: 
** diforder filled me with ihexprcfliible 
^ agonies, from the apprehcnfions I had 
Vol. r. M ** of 
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** of its increafe. Though I have men- 
*' fitoned my happincfs as perfedt, yet 
^' it was often interruptedly being oblig- 
*' ed to attend the army abroad, and 
** leave my wife to mourn ,my abfcnce:; 
*' but then joyful returns fucceedcd, and 
^* recompenced us for pad pains. I of- 
*' tea doubted whether I could be juf- 
** tified in hazarding the fupport of an 
" ineftimable wife and feveral fine chil- 
*' dren, in all the chances of war. It 
*' fcemed reasonable, that in confidera- 
*' tion of them I ought to have fold 
** out i but then again it was ungrateful 
*' to .my king, to have received his pay 
^' fo long, and leave his fervice at the 
*' only time I could be ufeful. It was 
*' true, I had fuffered a great deal of ill 
•' treatment J but that was becaufe my 
** obfcurity hid me from his Majefty's 
*' knowledge, and gave perfons, of birth 
*' ftill more obfcure, though higher in 
*' office, power to behave towards me 
" as fuch people will ever^do to the un* 
" friended. But I had ftill another rca- 
** fon to t:eep and perform the duties of 
^* my commiffion. Such an adlion would 
f' Jiavc branded me with the name of 

" coward^ 
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^ Broward, and that I had not courage 
** to bear. I could have given up^my 
** life for mji^ family; but my reputa- 
*' tion was/ of more importance to me, 
** and yvithout it I fliould have been a 
•' difgrace, inftead of a comfort to them. 
** I fhould have been unworthy of my 
^* Caroline-, nor would fhr, I am con- 
•* vinced, as much as fhe was a prey 
** to tender fears, -have confented that I 
*' ftiould have brought fo great a niiif- 
•^ fortune on myfelf, in order to remove 
^^ the chance of one from her. It is 
** eafy to imagine the peace gave us 
*' great joy •, we little forefaw the confei- 
*' quenccs. We had now nine children, 
** the eldeft not feventeen, the youngeft 
** under ^year old» My health was much 
** impaired by the campaigns abroad i 
•« but I doubted not that I fhould reco- 
** ver it by the quiet and happy enjoy* 
** ment of the company of my wife and 
** children. Nor was I miftaken*, by 
** tJieir kind care and attendance 1 waa 
** grown much better, when I heard the 
** Kital news of the reduftiort of our 
** regiment. 1 was greatly (hocked at 
^* this uncxpefted blow ; by this ' means^^ 
M 2 " our 
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** onr income was^ dwindled to fo Kt- 
^ t\ty that it was infwfficient for the 
** fupport of fo large a nMnber. None 
•^ of our children were large enough to 
*' contribute much ta the general ftock, 
** by their moft induftrious endeavours, 
^ I was too feeble in body, and too weak 
*' in mind, to give atiy afliftance. The 
^* moft extreme poverty, had it afffifted 
** none but my felf, would have rather 
*^ fervcd as a fpur than a depreflion to 
** my fpirits-5 but when I reflefted on 
** the difficulties into which I had brought 
*' my wife, it overwhelmed me with 
" grief; nor' could it be cured by the 
** patience and chearfulnefs with which 
** Ihe bore this misfortune. Her beha- 
** viour, by (hewing her merit ftill more 
*' confpicuoufly, only height^ened my re- 
*' gret that fuch virtue ftiould fuflfer. 
'' As fit to ftruggle with bad fortune, 
*• as to grace good, (he foon^ by various 
** kinds of work, found means of in- 
*^ creafing our income, though- the ne- 
** Gc(Iary care of fo large a family would 
^y not fuffer her to gain enough to en- 
:*• able us to continue our fons at fchool, 
** which was a great mortification,, as 

*'* wc 
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^ we had Always beeA defirous of giv- 
•^ ing them good education, even though 
" wc fhould ftreighten ourfclvejs for that 
** purpofe, when our income was the^ 
** moft plentifuU All the fervicc my 
•* health could permk me to be of, was 
*' to turn fchoolmafter to my children^; 
** that they might fufFer as Iktle as poffi- 
♦* hie from our poverty. . Thus, by my 
** Caroline's ingenuity and iflduftry, we 
♦* were fiipported 5. nor was I ever, for 
*^ a momenty abl? to- perceive that Ihc 
♦' either r-epined or grieved at being 
V obliged to give this afliftaoce ; on the 
•« contrary^ jfce appeared to take great?? 
^ pleafure in it than in any amtife- 
** ments (he had ever enjoyed. But, 
** as if Providence had fome wife and 
•« good juirpofe in afflifting us, which 
*« by thi^ means was fruftrated, Ihe 
" one day, after returning home wet 
*^ quite through her cloaths^ from a place 
" T<^here her bufinefs had called her, 
*< was..feixed, as we fat at dinner, with 
^* a ftroke of the palfy, which at ''firft 
"aflfefitcd her hcad^ and deprived hef 
«* of all her limbs. However, (he re- 
** coriercd har feofes, I may fay, fooner 
M 3 « than 
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" than I did mine -, for the condrtion 
*' (lie was in, and the occafion of it, left 
*' me very little ufe of my reafon. The 
*' phyfician who attended her, and who 
•' was my good friend^ taking the great- 
" eft care of her, without accepting any 
** reward but the pleafure of doing a 
** charitable aftion, declared that he had 
*' no hopes of her recovery but from 
**^ the Bath-waters, and offered to lend 
*' with us a recommendation to one of 
** his own profeflion, who could well 
** fupply his place in care of- her. You 
** may imagine I did not heiitate a 
** moment m my refolunon of fending. 
♦« her thither, notwithftanding the bad 
*' ft ate of our circumflinccs. T fold, 
*' direftly, all th^ furniture of our houfe, 
" and every thing we had, which could 
*' raifc money; taking for .my children 
** a little hole which would juft . contain 
*' them •, and leaving them under the 
** care of my eldeft fon and daughter 
^' (who were more prudent than their 
*' ages promifed) I, with my fecond 
*' daughter, attcadcd my wife to Bath, 
«' where I had the .joy, in about two 
*' months, to fee her recover her health 

«^ and 
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•* and limbs, excepting her hands, whicH 
•♦ ftill remained fo Jame that flie could 
" • not even drefs herfclf. I never faw 
•* her fo much affcdtcd with any thing ; 
** (he would have efteemed h'erfelf hap- 
•* py could (he have bought^ the ufe 
** of her hand with the lofs of her foot ; 
•' for fhe looked on herfelf as a helpkfs 
«' burden tx> ar diftrefled family. But, 
*^ for once, I differed much from her, 
** ,and' rejoiced at the feat in which the 
** diftempcr had fixed, if it would not 
** quite leave her, as, by giving her the 
** power of ufing exercife, I hoped her 
" health might be prcferved, which in 
^« the other cafe could not be expeded. 
** After a pretty long- trial, Ihe was 
** told there was little poflibility of her 
** recovering her hand ; and the weather 
** growing fine, it was imagined air might 
** be of jnore fcrvice to her. This, and 
*• the low price of things in the coun- 
** try, made us determine to return no 
*^ more to London •, fo enquu-ing for the 
♦' cheapeft country in that part of the 
** world, we removed to the borders of 
" Wales, where we hired a fmall houfe, 
*♦ and fcnt for our children by the leaft 
M 4 *' expenfive 
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** expeofive cpnveyaace. When we had 
*' been there (o^ic time, J. wa? imjuced 
" to return to town in or^r to get fome 
" redrefs, having been inforrnied pf a 
** good opportunity pf attempting it j but 
" found the hopes that had been given 
*' me were very fallacious^ and fhould 
" have foon returned, b^ I not b^en 
" feized with a malignant fey«er, wherein- 
" I verijy believe I muft: have peri/hed 
" for wapt, had not my phyGcian aijifted 
«' rn? ftiW move in' th^ iCap^i^y <)f a 
« frijsnd th^n his profeflion. J zm opw 
^« detaine<J iier/? by (ome bufineft I ^m 
'- :r2i}fa<Sline ior him, Jbappy tp have tha 
** power orgiving feme littk token or 
<« my gratitude.^ As my recovery is 
»' yet but very imperff ft, I come every 
♦« morning to take a walk in the fields,.. 
*' for the benefit of the air, which I find 
" is a place much frequented likewife 
" by thi$ lady and yourfelf, whom I 
« have often obfervcd/' Here the poor 
man ended his ftory, which had detained 
us a long time, even to the encroach- 
ing on an engagement of my Lord's i 
but he would not interrupt a narration 
fo hardly obtained 1 could not forbear 

aiking 
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aflcing after his wife, whether the coun- 
try had not done her fervice.. He told 
me, (he was juft the fame as when fhe 
went into it, but, he thanked God, in 
very good health } and that he had con- 
trived to prevent her knowing of hi& 
laft illneft. We parted from the poor 
man with heavy hearts ; it lowered my 
fpirits for the whok.day, and filled my 
Lord's thoughts for a longer time* 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

LORD Dorcheftcr made very diligent 
enquiry after our Captain, to know 
the reality of what he faid j for people 
who would not mifapply their bounty 
muft be on their guard agaitift what they 
hear^ left truth fhould be difguifed by 
falhood^ or clouded by partiality. His 
fearch proved to the honour of the gen- 
tleman's veracity: for he learnt every 
circumftance from other hands. He 
was then not lefs earneft in procuring 
him preferment j andj^ as there were ma- 
ny vacancies, he got the choice of two 
commiflions. The next time we met 
our Captain, my Lord defired he would 
come to his houfe that morning, and 
begged I would ga along with him, 
that I might have the fatisfadion of fee- 
ing how the poor man took the news 
of his preferment. 1 fhould unwillingly 
have been abfent from this interview, 
therefore readily complied with his Lord- 
ihip's requeft. 

At the appointed hour the Captain 
came, and was brought up flairs to us ; 

the 
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the {{JTprize he had been at firft thrown 
into, by fo unexpcfted an invitation to 
-the houfe of one of my Lord's rank, 
and in a manner which feemed to pro- 
mife him fome benefit, ftill was viiible 
when he entered. My Lord aflced him, 
if he wifhed fo much to be again in the 
King's fervice as to like going into the 
Weft Indies. The poor man anfwered, 
" that he really- did not; for his health 
'' was fo bad he feared he Ihould not 
" be able to bear the change of climate, 
^* and his life was now of more im- 
** portance than ever to his family, 
** fince his wife was intirely incapable 
" of gaining the fubfiftence' he could 
** not leave her ; which made him ra- 
** ther prefer his half-pay, than hazard 
** a life, the lofs of which muft bring 
" fo much diftrefs on thofe he loved 
*' to excefs. Befides, the troops were 
" to fet fail fo foon, that he Ihould not 
'^ have time to bid his family, perhaps, 
** a laft adieu." My Lord told him 
** he was forry to hear this was his 
" way of thinking, having got a Ma* 
'^ jority for him in one of thofe regi- 
'^ ments." Notwitrhftapding. the re- 
luftance the poor man had cxprefled to 

* going 
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going abroad, yet he received this news 
with as much gratitude as if it had been 
the very thing he wifhed. " Heacknow- 
*' ledged hisobligations to my Lord were 
** infinite ; made many exclamations on 
*' the uncommonncfs of hia fortune; 
*^ which had denied him all afliflance 
" from people who profeffed themfelves 
" his friends, had borne the appearance 
" of it for a great number of ycarsj and 
** had even given him a right to ex- 
" pcdt they Ihould be really fuch, by 
*' receiving obligations from his* fa- 
^* mily ; and now he had the higheft bc- 
" nefits conferred by one intircly a ftran- 
'^ gcr to him. 

To this my Lord replied, that ** he 
<^ wifhed what he had done had fuited 
*^ his inclination and circumftances as 
** much as he hoped it would." The 
Captain then endeavoured to hide the re- 
gret which filled his heart, for fear of 
not appearing fufficiently grateful. He 
told my Lord *^ the obligation was 
<^ equal; he had fupplied all his appa- 
** rent wants; of the particular tem- 
<< per of his mind his Lordihip could 
^' not be a judge; he had done all 
*< that compaflion and generofity could 

« fuggeft 
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** fuggcft to make him happy j and 
** Sir,'* faid he» *' I hope my tears were 
^' the effeft of a poor defpondcncy j your 
•* goodnefs has raifed better thoughts 
** in mc; the change of climate may 
** repair my conftitution, and I may, in 
*' a few years, return in health to my 
** dear wife and children.'* However, 
£o far was his heart from the chear-* 
fulnefs he endeavoured to exprefs, that 
tears rah down his cheeks in fpitc of 
all his efforts to reftrain them j and 
finding himfelf unable to controul cmo-» 
tions which he thought were a kind of 
ingratitude to his benefaftor, he juft 
fummoned up ftrength enough to return 
him thanks once more, and then went 
out of the room. 

No fooner was the door (hut than 
the violence of his grief found its way, 
and, with his unavailing endeavours to 
- conceal it, I really feared would have de* 
ftroyed him on the fyou We had fol- 
lowed him immediately, which height* 
ened his diftrefs, as he wifhed to re- 
main unfeen. When he got into the 
hail, my X»ord defircd him to accom- 
pany us into a parlour, of which we 
opened the door^ and thereby prefented 

to 
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to his view his wife and children ; my 
Lord having fent for them all up to 
town, in order to give them this joyful 
furprize, and to have the pleafurc of 
being witnefs to it, and to procure a 
meeting in cafe he had chofen to go to 
the Weft-Indies. Even the beloved Ca- 
roline knew not half my Lord's purppfe. 
I was foon apprchenfive we had done 
harm by the fuddennefs 'of this inter- 
view ; for the Captain fainted away in- 
ftantly, and was fo long a time before 
he was brought to himfcif, that I feared 
the joy had been too ftrong for his weak 
thread of life. His wife feemed greatly 
terrified, and her behaviour indicated 
the affedion which every ^£kion of her 
life had fhewn. The recovery of his 
fenfcs rcftored the general joy ; whieh 
incrcafcd to a great degree of extacy, 
when my Lord informed him that he 
had the choice of a majority in a re- 
giment going to the Weft-Indies, or to 
be a Captain of horfe here (having re- 
ceived the promife of the latter after he 
feht for his family) which he now ima- 
gined he would prefer; adding, " to 
*' leffen the uneafmefe you feem under 
" for your family, here are bills to the 

" value 
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'* value of 1590I. and I will fiirnifh for 
** you the .houfe yod (hall take, let it 
** be where it will/* > Their joy ' rofe to 
a height that mu ft have been painfull 
they looked on my Lord with adoration j 
and gave way to raptures that would have 
farced a heart the moft infenfible to the 
fenfations of otbersj to partake of theirs. 
How much my Lord did fo, was vifible 
in his countenance ; for I never faw any 
thing like the. blifs expreffed in it; he 
feemed to feel a more folid delight than 
they did ; and I can eafily imagine he 
did fo. I think their fatisfaftion could 
fcarccly exceed mine ; but his muft ^ be 
higher, as. he had the inexpreffible plea- 
fure of having. 'been the caufe .of their 
happinefs, added to that of feeing it.. 
Their ejcprcffions of gratitude were the 
moft lively .that could be, and they 
feemed notto know whether moft to 
felicitate andcarefs/eachother, of to thank 
their benefador. They did both in a 
breath, arid were in an agitation of joy 
fcarcely to be imagined, till on cnume- 
. rating the comforts he had thus be- 
llowed on them, they all melted into 
tears with excefs of delight ; nor could 
either my Lord or myfclf refraia from 

joining 
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joining with them. This, in fomemea-^ 
fure compofed them^ and they, began 
to take leave of us with the oioft ar-^ 
dent acknowledgements. The Captain 
afked my Lord pardon for the reluctance 
with which he received the firft news of 
his bounty; adding, ^^ that he hoped 
'^ his Lordfliip would excufe what was 
^* caufed by the love of his wife, if 
" he confidered how very irkibme any 
'' gift would be to himfelf that fliould 
*' oblige him to leave his lady. For 
** he could fee from his behaviour, as 
<' well as know it from! the charms ml^ 
^^ ture had beftowed oil her, that he 
** was a very ftrong inftance of conjugal 
" affcdbion." He concluded, with wifti* 
ing us to live to a happy old age toge- 
ther; and they bid us adieu, having 
raifed bluihes in both my Lord and my<^ 
felf by their millake, and mine were in* 
crea&d by my Lord's wktching my coun« 
tenance. I never before faw him do ib 
ill natured a thing, as to make ^ny one 
iufFer a moment's uneafinefs even front 
bafhfulnefs. 

I wondered why thefe people ihouid 
Imagine us married. As a man may 
hare many friends^ bat can lutve only <hi€ 

wifcj 
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rnkj. the pfobability was, in my opi- 
nioHi agaioft them ; and I could no other:* 
wife account for an error that had fo 
difconcerted us both, than from a belief 
that it proceeded from the appearance 
of more afFcdtion in my Lord's beha* 
viour than was ufual between perfons- 
united by no dearer tie than friendftip^ 
This conftruftipn was too agreeaWe for 
m^ to perplex myfelf by ftcking any 
Qthen 

The bappineft I had of ht^ ^njoyed^^ 
was doomcil to be of (hort continuance* 
Th^ evening of the day in which my 
Lord had given fuch f^Ucity hy bis gc- 
aerofity to the diftrefibd Captain and 
his family, I went co an aflembly} 
at my coming from thence, my foot- 
man was. not to be found, and, to avoid 
the trouble of returning into a crowded 
room, I got into my chair, and went 
away without him.. As my chairmen 
were carrying me under a dead wall 
that was in my road, they were flop- 
ped by fomc men, who pulled me out 
of my chair, and forced me into ano- 
ther, which they had brought for that 
purpofcc 

The 
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The place being little frequented, my 
fcrcams were not heard, and what little 
courage nature had bcftov/ed on my chair- 
men, was quite overcome by the luperior 
number of the enemy, and I was carried 
off without rcfiftance. 

Every ftcp incrcafed ory terror ; but 
yet, confcious that the fbrilnefs of a fe- 
male voice muft be almoft as ufeful in 
populous ftreets as a weapon of. defence, 
I endeavoured to let down the windows 
of the chair, that I might the eafier 
make'myfelf heard. But this attempt 
I perceived in vain : I then broke a 
pane of glafs, but inftead of receiving- 
any benefit thereby, I found that they 
were cafed up with wood on the out- 
fide, I fuppofe to prevent the very thing. 
I intended. This difcovery^ however, 
explained to me the fudden darknefs 
which had immediately followed the put- 
ting me into the chair, and increafed 
the terrors which the other circumftances 
alone would have rendered fufiicient. 

However, unwilling to give up the 
hope, of which I was thus in reafon 
deprived, I exerted my voice tQ.its 
Ipudeft key, flattering myfelf with a 

pofTibility 
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pofllbility that it might bt diftirtguilhcd 
•by feme chance . pqrfons paffing clofe to 
the chair, whofe eompaflion might lead 
them to enquire the caufe. But this 
effort only ferved to fpend my fpirits the 
more entirely. The men who attended 
me, I imagined, kept every one elfe 
from coming within hearing, and we 
proceeded without moleftation till we 
arrived at the houfe where we were de- 
figned to flop. The chair carried me 
into the hall. I was led into a dark 
room, and there left to my own thoughts,, 
with fubjeft for " meditation even to 
.•• madncfs.** 

It would be in vain, (hould I attempt 
to defcribe my terrors. I had heard of 
robberies and murders 5 I was not con- 
fcious of having given fuch offence to 
any one, as ftiould incline then! to per- 
petrate fo horrid an aftion 5 but then fo 
much ceremony feemed unneceflary for 
a robbery, which might have been per- 
formed with more eafe and expedition.. 
Thus I remained terrified and perplexed, 
fearing every thing, yet fixing upon no- 
thing, till I was almoft diftrafted with, 
my apprehcnfions, from which I was at 
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kft relieved by kciog the door open;;; 
The terrors of ea^pe&adon were ib in- 
creafed by the 9f>proach of the dai^cr 
ivhich I feared, that, no looger able tQ 
fupport the agonies it raiied, life foribok 
fne, and I faiotied awaf before I could 
diftinguifli for whom the door was c^ncd^ 
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MY horrort did not end with the 
faintiBg fit they had occafioned •, 
I came to myfclf in, apprehetriion^ no- 
kfs dreadful than if certafin death had 
awaated me. Fear paints ii^ very ftrong 
<?olour»; my imagination reprcfented tcr 
me armed *ien, of moFft tremendous mien 
and mercilfeft behaviour v it cloathed them 
like the nuirderers in Macbeth, with the 
additional terrors they would wear when 
one's felf was to become the vidim of 
their cruelty. 

I could not immediately venture to 
look up ; and when I did, it was not di* 
Tcftly that the appeafance of a fine wo- 
man, richly and gaily dreflfed, could dit 
pel chofe dreadful ideas from my brain. 
However, her endeavours to calm the 
fears (he had raifed; at Ittft fucceeded ; 
and when fhe perceived me in fome de- 
gree come to my fcnfes, flie fat down by 
me, with a countenance, which, under a 
fmile, tried to conceal dejedion, anger, 
and difdain; but fo incffeftually, that 
at any other time every glance would 

have 
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liavc difcompofed and alarmed me -, but I 
now beheld her with pleafure ; for how- 
ever terrible a woman's rage may be 
to a mind at eafe, yet her face was mbre 
fwectthan mercy and benevolence, when 
compared to the grim murderers my fancy 
had formed. 

She left me' forae leifqu-e to recover 
myfelf before flic broke ulepce, during 
which time I rccoUe£ted her to be the 
Marchionefs of Trente, whom I had often 
met in my vifits, though flie had never 
condefcended to fpeakto me, and had 
always caft fuch difdainful glances upon 
me, as made me not . more forward to 
court her acquaintance than flie feemed 
defirous of cultivating mine -, on the con- 
trary, I ufed to keep at as great a dit- 
tance as I could poffibly, flying her as if 
my mind had fome knowledge of the un- 
eafincfs I was to fufFer from her. 

At length fhe began thus, '* though 
*' it may mortify my pride to confefs ray 
^* love to a fuccefsful rival, yet ,my de- 
** fign requires I ftiould inform you that 
*^ I have long entertained a particular 
*' afFedion for Lord D.orchetter, and • 
" had once reafon to believe it was 
" not without return j though now his 
* « views 
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*^ views are more humble, and he con* 

^* fines his defines to objeft's eafier ob- 
*' tained. I cannot longer endure to fee 
** Tiim thus debafe himfelf j negleding VL 
*' (late of happinci's that might be a^ 
** lading as his life ; but as I don't chufe 
** to confer fo great an • obligation as I 
** fhould by declaring my care for him, 
** I have taken this method of confulting 
** at once his welfare and niy own." 
' She then oSered me an income fupe- 
riorto that he gave me, on condition ** i 
** would promifc never^ from that hour, 
*' to fee, to write, or fend any verbal mef- 
'* fage to him." 

With great warmtli, I told her, ** I 
** would not enter into fuch an engage- 

. '' ment, could fhe reward me with the 
" poflcffion of all Europe; no,"' not to 
*' lave my life; beeaule I believed I 
** fhould not be able to perform it ; and 
^* I would never make a promife fo xon- 
*' trary to my happinefs, as it would be 
** bringing myfelf into an almoft irrefifti- 
*' ble temptation to break it.'* 
\ **' Wonderfully fcrupulous truely," re- 

• plied her Ladylhip-: ** but how ignorant 
** foever moft people may be, you find 
^' my vigilant endeavours to difcover 

•^ you 



l64 OPHELIA. 

** you have not proved fruitlefe: and 
*^ I muft tcH you, it would be more 
♦* wife to accept the propolal I have fo 
•* generoufly made you, and to fpcnd 
** your time in making peace with Hea^ 
^* vcn, and rendering yourfclf fit for death', 
•* with which our mortality threatens us 
*^ every hour, than perfift to glory m 
^^ wickednefs with fuch unparallelled im- 
*• pudence." 

I was fo ignorant of the Marchionefs's 
meaning, that my anfwer could not be 
very much to the purpofe; but it was 
fpoke with that fpirit which fuch ground^ 
lefs, and, to me, unaccountable abufe 
eould not fail in raifing in a difpofition 
like mine. Its effeft was natural; her 
temper was combuftible, and, confe- 
quently, being kindled by the fire in mine, 
burft into flame. She rofe from her chair 
in a violent rage, telling me, ** (he would 
** no longer give the power of choice to 
** fo infolcnt a creature, but by force 
" perform what I would not confent to ; 
** for flic would ^convey me to fuch a 
*' diftance, that I (hould no longer fee 
*' and bewitch Lord Dorchcfter." 

I was very fenfible of the terrors of 
this menace: but could not ftoop ro 

one 
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!<H1P /whde . unwortfejr treatment of me 
gav& little hope of redrefs from her 
cpippaiTion: what mercy can we earpeft 

.from ithofe who are void even of Juftice. 

j told her, with an air of indignation 
that flill rendered me more qualified to 
^nyerfe with her than I thought I could 

.h%v^.bcci:i, that " I would never confent 
** to my own unhappinefs, whatever hejc 

x*« 'power might infliiSl/* Adding, chat 

.^f it woyld pot redoupd greatly to the 

-^' honour of Lady Trente, to have made 

,<;«^a woman unhappy who dcferyed no 

ry^,evftfrom her/* 

^y ^^|i?^archionefs did not deign to give 

. me^any anfw^ befide a difdainfkd fmile; 
then, {uFning to. a woman who was juft 
come ipto th$ room, but had kept a ftridt 

.filencc, " Herner,*' faid flie, " take this 
f* wretch under your care. See ihe is 

-.^^ V^ell guarded, and that (he has no 
•' means f of correfponding with any one, 

^«. either beifore or after Ihe leaves this 
« town. .Watch her well on the road,* 
** but never converfe with herj for I 

'** could not forgive aoy relation of mine 
« whq fhould fo far debafc herfclf/* 
: Vol. I. N . The 
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•prbmifed exad Obedifen€c.; fand -IHerP tfc<^ 
both departed, l^lving frit to -fny ^ttWh 
l^fkaiions, Whiih ^rt-'c t?6t much te«?r- 
rupted for 'three days-, -for fo long 'wis 
<I locked uf) 5n thiit roonij'^wHeiFe 'wS^y 
W bed 'by wKofe refreftihient 1 itti^t 
alleviate cithdr -toy tncntal or tkk^y ilh- 
'eafihefs. < ,:: , ^ 

A little fire was afforded ^m'e, -artd *"a 

'bare fuffid^dy ^^f'Wieagre fo6d, little fli- 

'perior to bread and Water. I * have finCe 

^had charity 'en6tigh to bfelifeve -h^r ^La- 

dyfliip thought fading and tti^tihifititih 

'moft ^falutiftrotfs 'for -fliy foiih ofriwHjofe 

♦ftate, it ferims, Ihe ^fead "efntertain^ rto 

very favoi^r^bte 'dpittiofa. -My dtibr- wis 

never unlocked, hot' to -let in^^ihe IheCef- 

'fary fupports ^k)iF ^Aiy '^txiftence, ^nd dl 

•thefe offices Were pcrforflied with fuch fl- 

*knt gravity, is gave r^ »gt'6Afer -air "df 

-melancholy 'arid ' folemnJty w a flt^a'titfn, 

which, your ' Ladyftip » will allow, wis th 

•none of its circtiniftantfb- very lively ^aflU 

agreeable. - 

My chief att6ttd^ftfc was -a'litble 'gitl 
of ten or eleven yfeSrs ^Id ; vrha *when- 
ever fhc came in, -ftartled at* me as if 

I had 



L ha^ been a o^ef^^* U 1 ^IJokfi to^ 
hf^>^ fliC; would run away,, ^nd iC I of* 
fofgd tg fna^chho^d ofjhcrj wcftild fcreaoi; 
asr ifi'I. ^¥as: gQJngr tp tf^urd^Vi hqr. If fhcj^ 
MWj.ot>ligedji:Q.,l^af^ iflq, flip, v^oyld take; 
a^. kKgft *i cif qqiDf^epcc' 150 ayqid m^,^ 
a|§,if fljfi uiiA^ip^d ^ 1^4 dr^W4i. men-. 
Gjw^ti?^^qirj(;lt^ round i^iay cha^f,. l ncedl 
jlot*fa:y: th^ my ipind was. in ^jvery un-, 
©afy: itaticw 1 bad. aJo\^e; fpr- freecjonfc 

>yhicl>;ij)^agf^s4i wUf^.irapy&mP^^ti. ^indi 
l^ijly r^piftf daf:ha>Hijg,^j^c.h^nged thf?; 
gJ^afpii^%q^JvQfld Doi?cl>cfter'% converfar. 
tipn for. the m9ft odiquS) ^Ikude, wirlx 
nosobjeft to efttertain npy ey.e&, or raifc: 
I^PW ideas, in nojej denie4 t^e found of a. 
human vqici?, pr afiy t^ingthat mighi^ip^ 
arny degree divert nny thoughts, frprn the^ 
gJ^ins cjmy, pr^fci^t fiti^atfiqij^a, or from tho 
feaf s, qi; what fai)ther pypilhrnent:. ipigh^ 
flill be in (lore for m^S; without ex^n, 
the mwns qi6 expq&ng a body fatigued 
wil;h w^nt of reft, and wori^ gut with^ 
grlei ^pd terror. A. nivn4. tefs pain- 
fji|ljl|y affeijt^d .tfh^i^ nFii^e^ wq.uid hayq 
iSfiiwid^ (oijiFve diftc;^ty iii| flcepipg in: aa 
u,B€:a^y chair I £0 me, it) ^^vs (g r>,^ar,im,-. 
poffiWffj tjiai? I h*4 $ut .85 f^w gmonc^entsk 
< . N 2 rcfpite 
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rclpitc from my anxious rcflcftions the 
whole time I was there. Nothing more 
diftreffed me than the notion of. my 
Lord's uneafinefs at my fudden difap-- 
pearing ; and I know not how I could 
have been fupportcd under all the per- 
plexity and perturbation of my mind^ had 
I not formed great hopes of making my 
cfcape, when time (hould have abated 
the rigour of their vigilance. I thought 
I had fo much greater reafonto be di* 
ligent in difcovering the means of get- 
ting from thence, than they could have 
for keeping me there, that I muft, at 
length, be able to efFeft it. I flattered 
myfelf, that my Lord's fearch after me 
would give me another chance. I ima- 
gined he muft hear of the violence with 
which I had been carried away, and could 
not doubt but his afFe6tion would con- 
trive to refcue me. 

By thefc hopes I was kept from fink- 
ing into abfolute defpair; and the hecef- 
iity of exerting fome command over 
myfelf, gave me fpirit to go through 
three days of this painful confinement 
with more fortitude than I could have 
cxpeded. The third evening of this my 

enforced 
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enforced refidcnce, Mrs, Herner made 
her iappearancc, and told me " we were 
•• to go into the country the next morn- 
*• ing/* I aiked " if the Marchioncfs 
'^ was to be of the party f '* To my 
inexpfeflible 'fatisfaftion, fhe anfwered in 
the negative; but added, " that I was 
** to be guarded as carefully as if I was 
•* under her Ladyfliip's eyes. Though, 
*• perhaps, Ihe might a little exceed 
*' her orders in her care for my conveni- 
*^ ence 5 for fhe could not but confcfs 
" my perfon, and the dignity which ac- 
" companied my grief, without any mix- 
*? ture of rage or impatience, had pre- 
•* judiccd her fo much in my favour, 
•5 that (he was forry (he was forbid con- 
^ verfing with me.** . 

I could not help thanking her for her 
humanity; the leaft inftance of tender- 
nefs was now particularly dear to me. 
The comparifon my mind drew between 
her and. her Right Honourable coufin, re* 
prefented her ki moft advantageous co- 
lours* I immediately conceived hopes of 
flhding favourable opportunities for my 
cfcape, cither in my journey, or in mjr 
refidcnce , with one whofc jcompaffion 

might 



mi^ mrioc bee Ifcfe ddifQUS of^d^t^i^ 
ing mc, confequcntJy Icfs. v<^ant thtkn. 
the Manchioncft. 

Before (be left mcs I begged that if* 
I was dill to lire wUhj n^wt^.flw would* 
give me. a book.;, with which flie- i5^t-i 
dily complied. Her cQtnpUifwce gaye* 
me na> seafoa to admire her tafle. I' 
ibould have been very forjy to, have had> 
my ftudiea long vindkr hqr diret^ion;' 
bowevcTv fimplft asr the book was* I pre-* 
fcrred it lo. tibe- dnwarof wy ojvi>roii>ri;- 
aod was kf^ offended at thefbliyof ^e- 
author thaa- I fhouldi haye: beea at: my- 
own in (o long a. ferics of tbo^gghts^* 
^s I was not: inclined to blufh for his* 
faolifhneik Befcwe: tbe Marchionefs: wi^nt^ 
to bed, (he came into, my dungeQn^ to- 
renew the offers flae had! at fcrft okade, in 
hopesi 1 ilippofe^ th^.QDy' capj iyitfy- feg.4: 
humbled mc-, but whcm fh^ foftiid myt^ 
refiilution remainedunftiake»)> fee: infwnjeci: 
me^ d»i; *< I was going to a^fanafly wa^ 
*' fioii wit^iidt. was io. very difaial zi)fi for-. 
^* loffn, thitt Hi would make ^q re|)e«iti 
*^ my dbftinacy*-,i apd I migb(fc depend on, 
** fpeoriijig my whole life theWy uplefe I; 
f^ would agree. |q the tecma propofied^" 

My 
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My anfwer was, that « nothing could 
appear fo dreadful to me as lofing the 
converfation of Lord Dorcheftcr, and 
" leaving him in fuch uncertainty con- 
« cerning the occafion of it." 

The Marchionefs replied, that « my 
« rejeding her offer would not prevent 
" the thinglfeemed moft to fear, fince 
«* fhe would take care he fliould never more 
«* hear of me." Without any further 
difcourfe, fhe left the room. 
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